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Justice of Supreme Court 
Justice of the Supreme Court 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 6): 

Christopher B. Garvey 

 
Party: LBT 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (631) 598-0752 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.votegarvey.org/ 
Campaign Email: voteGarvey@zoho.com 
City/Town of Residence: Amityville 
Prior Civic Service: Board of Directors of The Order of the Ancient and Honorable Huntington Militia, 
founded 1653 http://www.huntingtonmilitia.com/ NY Libertarian Party past candidate: NY Attorney 

General 2018, 2006; Suffolk District Attorney 2017; Governor 1998; Conservative Party Candidate for 

S. Ct. Justice, Bronx, various years. 
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
A: I'm an attorney admitted to practice in NY in 1982. 

David Gugerty 
Party: DEM, REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
A: - no response -  

Angela G. Iannucci 
Party: DEM, REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
A: - no response -  

Stephen J. Lynch 
Party: DEM, REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
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A: - no response -  

Christopher Quinn 
Party: DEM, REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
A: - no response -  

Thomas Rademaker 
Party: DEM, REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
A: - no response -  

David T. Sullivan 
Party: DEM, REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  

A: - no response -  

Annette Totten 

 
Party: LBT 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (631) 506-6577 

Campaign Web Site: http://lpsc.li/home/ 
Campaign Email: Annette_Totten@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Riverhead 
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
A: I have Twenty (25) years of Advocating for Long Island Constituencies and Fifteen (15) Years 
Practicing Law. I am a graduate of Temple University with a Bachelors in Sociology. I worked as a 

child Protective Services Caseworker while attending Touro Law School at night. I was admitted to the 
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New York State Bar in 2004 and opened my own Private Law Firm where I continue to fight for 
Fairness for the Rights of Long Islanders no matter of Race, Color, Religious Creed, National Origin, 
Ancestry, Sex, Sexual Orientation, Age, Genetic Information, Military Service, or Disability. Elected 

Riverhead Library Trustee.
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Nassau County Executive 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 
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Nassau County Comptroller 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 
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Nassau County Clerk 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 
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Nassau County Family Court  
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 
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Nassau County District Attorney 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Francis X. McQuade 

 
Party: REP, TRP, LBT 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 670-9359 

Campaign Web Site: http://fxmcquade.com 
Campaign Email: da2019@fxmcquade.com 
City/Town of Residence: Long Beach 

Prior Civic Service: -Beach to Bay Central Council of Civic Associations -Long Beach Island Landmark 
Association - Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) - Long Beach School District, Member, 
Budget Advisory Committee - Westholme Central Neighborhood Block Association, Long Beach - Long 
Island Federalist Society - Hispanic Counseling Center - Hispanic Advisory Board - Haitian Community 
Association of New York - Father's Rights Association of New York - Catholic League for Religious and 
Civil Rights - Long Beach Island Neighborhood Advisory Council  
Questions:  

Q: What are you doing, or would you do, to address the opioid epidemic on Long Island?  
A: I support the new plan for detoxification of opioid overdose patients. This plan will allow two 
Nassau County hospitals to be linked to residential treatment facilities where patients who OD can 
detox and move to long-term residential assistance aimed at preventing relapses. My vision in gaining 
ground against the opioid epidemic can be broken down to three main points: 1. Relentless 
prosecution against opioid dealers, including focused investigation in the hopes of bringing on 

prosecution against criminal gangs, known to be major movers of fentanyl which has been a catalyst 

in opioid-related deaths. 2. Seeking prosecution against pharmaceutical wholesalers involved in 
illegal/negligent distribution of opioids. 3. Holding doctors accountable for gross negligence while 
dealing medically prescribed opioids. The vigorous prosecution of dealers and gang-traffickers is 
common sense. The criminal prosecution of physicians and pharmaceutical manufacturers and 
distributors is more challenging legally (such as liability and culpability issues when dealing with 
stakeholders and stockholders as well as the difficulty in narrowing down accountability.) 

Nevertheless, the prosecution of physicians and manufacturers should be considered the new battle 
ground in addressing opioid abuse in the county. Federal prosecutors in Manhattan filed their first 
criminal drug distribution charges against a pharmaceutical wholesaler. A similar action in the State 
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Supreme Court in Suffolk County is under way. I also support the promotion of Narcan training by 
Police, fire departments and civic organizations such as C.E.R.T. for the training they provide.  
Q: What’s your position on alternative courts? Do they work? Do we need more alternative courts, 

and, if so, for what offenses?  
A: I support alternative courts. Studies have shown that such courts can reduce recidivism rates. Drug 
court graduates have fewer relapses than offenders simply given probation or prison time. 
Furthermore, the turn toward “problem-solving courts,” seems part of a larger change in the criminal 
justice system which trends toward treatment rather than retribution. Prison is expensive for 
taxpayers and the environment is not conducive to recovery. In alternative courts, defendants are 
closely monitored, required to undergo frequent drug testing and may attend an intensive treatment 

program, counseling or group therapy. Offenders are assigned a team which includes a probation 
officer, a social worker and a drug counselor. The group addresses treatment needs, housing, 
employment and family reunification. Finally, when offenders show themselves to be stable and clean, 
they move out of the program; however if they do not meet obligations, miss meetings or test positive 
for drug use, they can be subject to sanctions like community service, extra group counseling sessions 
or even serve jail time. I would be open to alternative courts in any range of areas, such as: Drug 

Courts Mental Health Courts Truancy Courts Domestic Violence Courts Child Support Courts, 

Community Courts Reentry Courts Prostitution Courts Homelessness Courts Sex Offender Courts 
Parole Violation Courts DUI Courts Gun Courts  
Q: What are the best ways for law enforcement to connect with all Nassau County communities and 
help ensure that they feel safe?  
A: In today’s news cycle, we are constantly hearing stories about police brutality or targeted violence 
against the police. There has become a polarized view of law enforcement these days which is 

unfortunate considering they are civil servants whose duty it is to protect us all. While I do not believe 
it is right to silence criticism, it is important to promote the positive values of our law enforcement and 
have individuals accountable for their own negative actions while in uniform. As District Attorney, the 
best thing I can do personally is maintain a corrupt free office. We need the public to trust those who 
interpret the law meant to protect them. Recognizing law enforcement for valiant efforts is also 
important in reminding the community there is a perpetual battle against wrongdoing which is being 
addressed by the police on a daily basis. In regard to making a connection, I would promote 

community programs which involve law enforcement and educate the community in that area, such as 
the National Night Out where citizens and police essentially enjoy a mixer in their local community. 

Also, I would utilize social media unlike the current administration. Transparency in ideas and direction 
will allow for public input and collaboration. I also support the concept of Community Policing. 
Community policing utilizes new relationships developed in the community to stay ahead of crime 
problems. They walk the beat, meet with neighborhood watch organizations, handle citizen 
complaints, enforce laws against prostitution, littering, vandalism, and intoxication and address 

community concerns about social disorder.  
Q: School shootings are on the mind of every parent. What needs to be done in Nassau County to 
keep our schools safe?  
A: School shootings are acts of violence motivated by the troubles of a young individual. Violent 
crimes overall have dropped, however there has been a recent uptick in gun violence as well as school 
shootings. People don’t understand this is more of a social issue than a practical one. Gun laws have 

only gotten tighter over the years, and as you can see in cities like Chicago who have the strictest gun 
laws in the country, they don’t work. The best way to combat this “trending kill method,” would be to 
focus on the education of conflict resolution for troubled/questionable individuals and being sure that 
all schools have a near flawless protocol in physical protection. The educational portion can be 
accomplished through after school programs for individuals who are bullied or seek an outlet to vent 

their issues and feel heard out. Another educational tool could be having law enforcement come into 
these schools and discuss the sad life of a criminal and give examples of those who made better 

decision in order to improve their life. In regard to protocol for the schools, they need to make sure 
every individual who enters the building is identified. There needs to be some sort of premeditated 
response to any shooting or acts of violence which will protect as many individuals as possible in an 
efficient manner. There also should be consideration in having concealed armed guards in or around 
school grounds. 
Q: Studies show racial disparities in drug law enforcement, despite the fact that white people and 
people of color use and sell drugs at the same rate. What would you do to minimize these disparities?  
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A: I believe these disparities are income related rather than racial. To the point of there being a 
disparity despite similar usage rate, that is more of an issue with drug laws as a whole. There needs to 
be some kind of reform in how people are charged in drug-related crimes and how it could affect those 

who are already on parole/probation. Rather than having drug related incidents create a snowball 
effect of litigation against someone, we need to focus more on the treatment of these drug users. I 
support the loosening of marijuana laws as it has become clear that the majority of our country 
supports its legalization. Marijuana laws have been used many times to lock people up unjustly and 
that needs to change.  
Q: What programs and policies would you implement as District Attorney to reduce crime and increase 
public safety in the county?  

A: The primary mission of the Office of the District Attorney is to prosecute crime and hold individuals 
accountable for their actions. It is so that law enforcement must also anticipate developing trends in 
society, and therefore prevention is also important. Prosecutors’ approach to fighting crime sometimes 
has and can move towards a more proactive, holistic model -- one that actively addresses public 
safety needs and the many complicated issues that drive crime in our communities. This being said, I 
still hold that certain and stiff sentences for serious crime and reduced plea bargaining for serious 

charges are the most obvious hedge available to a District Attorney, and the principal focus of his or 

her mandate. The D.A. should not be inordinately involved in promoting social ideology and programs.  
Q: What is your position on prosecutorial discretion in addressing inequities in our criminal justice 
system?  
A: I am a strong supporter of prosecutorial discretion. One of the biggest advantages of allowing 
prosecutorial discretion is that it promotes judicial economy. It also incentivizes witness defendants by 
offering reduced sentencing or charges in exchange for a testimony against another defendant. Of 

course, there is a time and place for the use of prosecutorial discretion, considering it is a violation of 
the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. I promise I will 
advise such discretion following due consideration and for the greater good of a situation. The 
inequities in our criminal justice system could be solved through the strategic use of this discretion. 
The law can be interpreted in many different ways and people could be impacted by a judicial decision 
for their whole life. I will not use it to target individuals in an unjust matter. It is a feature in our 
judicial system which allows for creative problem solving.  
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Madeline Singas 

 
Party: DEM, CON, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (813) 957-8309 
Campaign Web Site: http://madelinesingas.com 
Campaign Email: info@madelinesingas.com 
City/Town of Residence: Nassau County 
Prior Civic Service: I am a career prosecutor and was acting Nassau County District Attorney before 

my election four years ago.  
Questions:  

Q: What are you doing, or would you do, to address the opioid epidemic on Long Island?  
A: Fighting the opioid epidemic has been a top priority of my administration, and working with 
partners in law enforcement, healthcare, educators, and advocates, our comprehensive approach has 
led to an encouraging decline of over 20% in fatal overdoses. As District Attorney, I have cracked 
down on dealers, implemented innovative educational programs in our schools and dedicated 

unprecedented resources to prevent addiction and provide treatment. My office funded an expansion 
of Maryhaven’s New Hope Center to open New York’s first 24/7 drug crisis center that works to 
provide around-the-clock medical treatment and bridge the treatment gap that exists when an 
overdose victim is released from the emergency room and their placement in long-term treatment. A 
single overdose is too many, and we will continue to partner with the community and our partners in 
law enforcement to build upon the progress we’ve made combating this scourge that continues to 
devastate so many Nassau families.  

Q: What’s your position on alternative courts? Do they work? Do we need more alternative courts, 
and, if so, for what offenses?  
A: We know that specialized courts can lead to more efficient and just dispositions, and Nassau has 
been a leader with our Veterans Court, Treatment Court, and Human Trafficking Court. We have 

frequently volunteered to partner with the Office of Court Administration to pilot new specialized 
programs that consider the unique circumstances that bring a defendant into the justice system. I 

have also established the groundbreaking Phoenix Division within District Attorney’s office, which 
matches justice-involved individuals with the support and services they need to re-enter the 
community, train for and find employment, fight addiction, and other services to lead productive and 
law-abiding lives.  
Q: What are the best ways for law enforcement to connect with all Nassau County communities and 
help ensure that they feel safe?  
A: Crime in Nassau County has reached record lows during my tenure as District Attorney, and we are 

the safest large county in New York, but while those statistics are encouraging, we know that may of 
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our neighbors live in fear of domestic abuse, elder abuse, gang violence, identity theft, and other 
crimes. Our prosecutors and law enforcement partners are engaged with our community every day— 
to educate our neighbors about how to prevent crime and how to seek support and justice if they have 

been a victim. We have dedicated special resources to help the most vulnerable. In 2015, I 
established our Immigrant Affairs Unit to serve immigrants who may be exploited by employers, 
traffickers, scammers, and gang recruiters. In 2017, I established a Hate Crimes Unit to help those 
victimized because of their race, religion, sexual orientation, gender, or ethnicity. In 2018, I 
established a network of advisory councils to engage leaders from the Hispanic, African American, 
South Asian, and Asian communities, clergy, and other leaders. Additionally, I established Nassau’s 
first ever Elder Crimes Unit, which provides specialized services to help seniors who have been victims 

of scams, abuse, neglect or other crimes.  
Q: School shootings are on the mind of every parent. What needs to be done in Nassau County to 
keep our schools safe?  
A: As both District Attorney and as the mother of two high school students, the safety of our schools 
is a top priority for me and for all Nassau law enforcement. Throughout my tenure, we have worked 
tirelessly to take illegal guns off the streets and to ensure they stay out of the hands of those who 

would cause harm. We have sponsored gun buybacks, collaborated with educators and community 

leaders to improve communication with law enforcement about potential threats, and advocated at the 
national, state, and local levels for common sense gun reforms to improve safety. As a board member 
of Prosecutors Against Gun Violence, I was proud to be part of the effort to pass Extreme Risk 
Protection Order legislation, which is a critical new tool to make our schools and communities safer 
with a procedure to remove guns from those likely to harm themselves or others. While New York has 
some of the strongest gun laws in the nation— and among the lowest levels of gun violence— it is 

critical that we remain vigilant in our efforts to stop illegal gun traffickers, to investigate every threat, 
and to advocate for better gun laws nationwide to make our communities safer.  
Q: Studies show racial disparities in drug law enforcement, despite the fact that white people and 
people of color use and sell drugs at the same rate. What would you do to minimize these disparities?  
A: Racial disparities in enforcement are troubling, and I have taken action at every level of the 
prosecution process to ensure consistency and fairness. We work diligently to recruit a diverse legal 
and professional staff and engage the community to let them know that we are responsive to the 

needs of Nassau’s diverse population. I mandated continuing legal education on implicit bias for all 
prosecutors and we require each attorney to take more than twice the ethics training mandated by 

New York’s continuing legal education requirements to ensure that staff approaches our work with 
justice and fairness as their objective. Additionally, I have created two offices -- a director of training 
and recruitment officer to ensure that we recruit and retain the best qualified and trained attorneys 
and investigators to reflect the diversity of the communities that we serve.  
Q: What programs and policies would you implement as District Attorney to reduce crime and increase 

public safety in the county?  
A: During my tenure as District Attorney, Nassau’s crime rate has dropped to historic lows, making it 
the safest large county in the state. I have and will continue to focus efforts on combating drug and 
gun trafficking, violent gangs and sexual assaults. Using innovative investigative strategies, 
collaborative partnerships and intelligence-based prosecution models, we have effectively dismantled 
narcotics and gang enterprises within Nassau County and beyond its borders. I have prosecuted some 

of Nassau County’s most notorious, violent criminals. Since 2016, the DA’s office has taken out 218 
major gang and trafficking targets, including the highest-ranking MS-13 members on the East Coast.  
Q: What is your position on prosecutorial discretion in addressing inequities in our criminal justice 
system?  
A: Prosecutors are granted broad discretion by our laws, and with that comes the great responsibility 

to do justice. Every prosecutor in my office receives extensive training regarding our ethical 
obligations, implicit bias, and must be mindful that our objective must always be to do what’s right— 

whether that means seeking a conviction, dismissing an unsupported charge, or going to court to 
exonerate a wrongfully convicted individual. We are mindful that given the volume of cases we 
prosecute each year— approximately 30,000– mistakes will happen. Our Conviction Integrity Unit is 
led by a nationally regarded prosecutor who personally reviews every allegation of wrongful conviction 
made to our office. 
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District Court Judge - 1st District 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 
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District Court Judge - 2nd District  
Description:  

Candidates (choose 3): 
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Town of Hempstead Supervisor 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Donald X. Clavin, Jr. 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Web Site: http://donclavin.com 

Campaign Email: info@donclavin.com 
City/Town of Residence: Garden City, NY 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: As Receiver, I’ve helped thousands of taxpayers reduce their taxes through assessment challenges 
and money-saving property tax exemptions. The number one issue that taxpayers discuss is the tax 
burden and cost of living in the Town of Hempstead. That inspired me to run for Hempstead Town 
Supervisor on September 28, 2018, which was the day that current Supervisor Laura Gillen proposed 
to hike town taxes by millions. Our taxpayers need relief, and I will achieve that on Day 1 in office by 
slashing the Supervisor’s $2 million staff budget in half. The second most important issue is the town’s 

crumbling infrastructure, specifically the dilapidated roads, which are in need of major capital 
investment if the township is to avoid dangerous conditions that will put motorists, bicyclists and 
pedestrians at risk.  
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: My administration will be the most open and transparent municipal government anywhere. 
Eliminating “take home” vehicles for exempt employees (aka appointed officials) is an important step 

in removing an entitlement that taxpayers should not have to fund. Placing financial disclosures online 

for governmental managers will help restore trust in governmental managers. I will be calling for the 
resignation of all Commissioners and department heads, prompting a thorough review of job 
performance, as I seek the “best and brightest” governmental managers to run municipal operations. 
Finally, I am seeking a complete overhaul of the township’s building department, permit application 
process and building codes to provide clarity, transparency and fairness to residents and developers 
alike. Hempstead Town will be a model of openness and transparency under Don Clavin.  
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Laura Gillen 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 362-6853 
Campaign Web Site: http://lauragillen.com 
Campaign Email: laura@lauragillen.com 
City/Town of Residence: Rockville Centre 
Prior Civic Service: Town Supervisor is my first elected office. Prior to that I volunteered at South 

Nassau Communities Hospital, Camp Anchor, GMHC, and Mother Teresa's home for the dying. 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: The two most important issues facing the town at this time are corruption and fiscal irresponsibility. 
I am taking on the corrupt Republican machine that's wasted the town of Hempstead taxpayers’ 
money for decades on government jobs and contracts for political insiders. The prior two supervisors 
raised Town taxes over $90 million with little to show for it, except patronage spending. My opponent 

supported these tax hikes. I am eliminating waste fraud and abuse in Town Hall. As town supervisor, I 
have cut wasteful spending. I cut the budget for my own staff, making it the leanest supervisor’s 
office in recent town history. I have saved taxpayers millions by eliminating wasteful contracts and 
have restored over twenty million dollars to the town's rainy-day fund. I have also made an 
unprecedented investment in finally reconstructing our aging infrastructure and roads.  
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: On day one, I began my quest to finally let sunlight into Town Hall and let residents have access to 

information shielded from them for decades. For example, when I came into office, town contracts, 
and other financial documents, were all kept, unscanned, in boxes. This was shocking, as we are the 
largest Town in America and had been operating in the stone age. One of my first directives was to 
get every contract scanned and posted online. Now, the details of all town contracts are posted on our 

website for anyone to review. I am making sure town hiring and taxpayer funded contracts are based 
on competence, not connections. I also got legislation passed to mandate that professional service 

contracts are solicited through an open and competitive process that allows anyone to compete to do 
business with the Town. I will continue the work I have begun to modernize the Town, improve 
efficiencies, post-civil service jobs so all can apply - not just insiders, and engage residents.  
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Diane Madden 

 
Party: LBT 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 526-0426 
Campaign Web Site: http://dianemadden.net  
Campaign Email: hope4dogs@optonline.net 
City/Town of Residence: East Meadow  
Prior Civic Service: For 18 years I have been advocating on behalf of the Town of Hempstead 

Shelter animals and taxpayers funding the budget. 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: 1) Water It's difficult to narrow down the many issues facing our town at this time however toxic 
drinking water can create a public health risk. My belief is that this issue cannot be resolved by the 
same individuals who've allowed it to happen. My goal as Supervisor would bring in non-politically 
driven Environmentalists (on my administration) to recommend steps and begin the process of 

purifying our water along with outside oversight of all funds related to accomplishing this. The process 
would be including periodic public reports. 2) Taxes As Supervisor I would bring in non-politically 
driven experts for each department to oversee everything fiscally related re spending, budgets, 
contracts. There would be a point person responsible on each issue to 1) establish faith in government 
2) review/make recommendations/provide quarterly public reports. If I discovered that my 
administration was politically inclined to prioritize a party over the people I would immediate ask for 
resignations 

Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: Our government will never self-correct. If that were the case, taxes wouldn't be outrageous, 
drinking water would not be contaminated, roads wouldn't be dangerous, and residents would not be 
fleeing. The most effective means to make government transparent and efficient is to do what no 

other Hempstead Town Supervisor nor candidate has ever done before and that is to bring in (on an 
Administrative level) OUTSIDE, INDEPENDENT, non-politically driven proven experts to oversee each 

department and issue of top public concern and integrity. Secondly, to provide research and 
recommendations to board of all findings and facts. Government will never reform itself on the current 
two-party system and that is proven when residents look all around them. We need outsiders, non-
politically driven placed on the INSIDE, not at arm’s length, having a proven record of knowledge and 
experience with no agenda other than to create good government policies and prioritize the public 
over any political party. Lastly, I will be calling on the current town attorneys’ resignation due to 
conflicts in that office as well as interference in investigations, hiring practices and failure to adhere to 

the town’s own laws. For the public to regain faith in government will require the input, authority and 
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transparent factual findings of all operations, policies and current laws related to Hempstead Town. 
The experts I will appoint as Supervisor "The People's Administration" will also serve as referees 
between the two parties battling for power, jobs and control over public welfare providing 

recommendations based on facts as well as solutions for the board to reflect on and consider. All 
findings and recommendations will be posted online, and the public will be provided Polls on the towns 
sites and opportunities to respond, Skyped into public town board meetings via projectors. 
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Town of Hempstead Council Member District 
2 
Description:  

Council District 3 

 

Candidates (choose 1): 

Thomas E. Muscarella 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 312-4588 
Campaign Web Site: http://tommuscarella.com 
Campaign Email: tomtoh2@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Garden City 

Prior Civic Service: Sons of Italy Knights of Columbus Elmont Little League Garden City Little League 
Franklin Square Lions Saint Annes Church  
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: The most important issues facing the town are the need to control taxes and spending, as well as 
addressing unsustainable development and including local communities in the development process. I 
am a proponent of controlling government taxes and spending. I support the Hempstead Town Board’s 

2019 adopted tax cut budget, which was supported by every member of the Town Board except 
Supervisor Laura Gillen. In fact, the Supervisor proposed hiking town taxes by millions for 2019, and I 
was a vocal critic of that maneuver. Regarding unsustainable development, the 2nd Councilmanic 
District is under assault. The third track is having a major adverse quality-of-life impact on our 
communities. At the same time, the Belmont project has the potential to devastate our 
neighborhoods. A massive apartment construction proposal in a residential neighborhood of Hew Hyde 
Park further threatened to bring local traffic to a standstill. The Governor’s last-minute addition of a 

full-time Belmont LIRR commuter station to his massive project did not provide adequate community 
input, and residents are rightly concerned about issues such as traffic, parking, pollution, noise and 
crime. I am an advocate of sustainable development; however, the 2nd Councilmanic district is being 
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slammed with development initiatives that have not been adequately studied and lack sufficient 
community inclusion.  
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  

A: Enhanced openness and transparency are top priorities for me as a governmental official. I was 
proud to recently vote in favor of enhanced ethics legislation on the Town Board, which implemented 
strong safeguards in the Town’s Building Department. Specifically, the legislation precludes employees 
from handling the building applications of family members. And, the new law also prohibits Building 
Department staffers from “flipping” properties. I also was a vocal supporter of the Town’s enhanced 
ethics reforms that were approved in April. These reforms established new rules against conflicts of 
interest, protections against nepotism and safeguards of free speech, particularly protecting those who 

are critical of town elected officials, policies and procedures. 

Thomas J. Tweedy 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Web Site: http://tomtweedy2019.org 

Campaign Email: teamtweedy2019@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Floral Park 
Prior Civic Service: Three term mayor of Floral Park and five term village trustee  
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: First, Nassau County and our town has a corruption, nepotism and patronage problem. Ambrosino, 
Mangano, Walker, Skelos: Too many GOP politicians place corrupt political interests before 

homeowners, small businesses and families. I’m tired of the waste of taxpayer dollars that happens 
when jobs and contracts go to insiders. And I’m tired of our town government being defined by 
splashy Newsday headlines rather than good government initiatives. I’m a registered Republican, but 
I’m running as a Democrat because the Hempstead GOP has become more interested in lining their 

own pockets than creating a good, fiscally responsible local government. Second, we need a real plan 
to fix our aging roads and infrastructure. The condition of our roads not only affects the condition of 

our cars and the safety of our streets, it has a distinct effect on the value of our homes for years to 
come. I want to make sure that the Long Island that I leave to my kids as good as the one I’ve helped 
to build. 
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: Our government is less efficient, and our tax dollars are wasted when jobs go to insiders. We need 
to end our culture of nepotism and patronage to create a government that works for everyone – not 
just the politically connected. I want to see fewer family names in our local government and more 

qualified workers. That means modernizing our government and making it 100% accessible online. 
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Transparency starts with accessibility. As mayor, I worked every day to use our resources as 
efficiently as possible – eliminating waste and only hiring the best for government jobs. That’s how we 
built a new multimillion-dollar pool complex on-time and on-budget, managed a village leading road 

repair program, built Floral Park’s 9/11 memorial, created a new Tree Department and Maintenance 
Division, and rebuilt after Sandy without piercing the 2% tax cap. I want to bring that efficient 
leadership to our Town to make sure that every dime of our tax dollars helps the communities that 
need it the most. 
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Town of Hempstead Receiver of Taxes 
Description:  

Receiver of Taxes 

 

Candidates (choose 1): 

Jeanine C. Driscoll 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (917) 543-0916 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.driscollforreceiver.com 
Campaign Email: jeaninedriscoll92@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Bellerose Village 
Prior Civic Service: Associate Village Justice, Village of Bellerose, Nassau County President, Junior 
Women's Club of Bellerose, NY General Federation of Women's Clubs President, Floral Park Memorial 

PTSA Member, Our Lady of Victory Parish Council 
Questions:  

Q: What, if anything, would you do to improve the convenience and efficiency of the payment of 
taxes?  
A: I plan to bring the same type of innovation to the Receiver’s job that has distinguished the current 
Receiver of Taxes, Donald Clavin’s, work at the office. I will focus my efforts on educating more 
taxpayers about the efficient innovations that are available and encourage them to utilize these 

methods to pay their taxes and keep track of their billing. This past December, the Receiver of Taxes 
unveiled the office’s new “AutoPay” feature. It is the first of its kind on Long Island and allows 
taxpayers to have their school and general tax bills automatically made through credit card or bank 
accounts. I would continue these types of efficient programs. Also, the Receiver of Taxes office is the 
first in the State of New York to offer e-Bills, which is an environmentally friendly program that 
delivers paperless property tax bills to residents through home computers, tablets or mobile devices. I 
would focus my efforts on encouraging more people to sign up for e-bills and to pay their taxes 

through the AutoPay feature in order to run the office in a more efficient and environmentally 
conscious manner. Finally, I would continue the “E-Z Pay” Drive-Thru, which allows homeowners to 
pay their taxes without leaving their cars and investigate ways to make this even more efficient. At 
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the current time, the Department issues a bill for General Taxes in January and another bill for school 
taxes in October. The office also sends reminders to parcel owners with unpaid second half taxes 40 
days prior to these taxes being due. I would like to eventually have this process done completely 

online via email and/or on-line alerts.  
Q: What is the most pressing issue facing the Office of the Receiver of Taxes and how would you 
address it?  
A: The most pressing issue facing the Receiver of Taxes office is high property taxes and finding more 
ways to assist taxpayers in lowering their tax burden. Taxpayers face tax increases from various levels 
of government, and hundreds of thousands of Nassau homeowners are facing a back-door property 
tax increase in the form of the County Executive’s mismanaged reassessment project. The Receiver of 

Taxes in Hempstead Town must play a pivotal role in helping residents to reduce their tax burden, 
answering questions about property taxes and advocating for them in the face of the County 
Executive’s reassessment project. In the face of high property taxes, it is critical to continue hosting 
extensive taxpayer forums across the town to show homeowners how to lower their taxes. These 
seminars will give detailed direction on challenging erroneous tax assessments, which can save 
residents thousands of dollars. Also, it is important to continue instructional programs on applying for 

property tax exemptions. These exemptions include senior citizens, veterans, home improvement, 

limited income and disability.  
Q: If elected, how would you go about streamlining the operations of that department?  
A: As the Receiver of Taxes, I would streamline the operations of the office by continuing to 
encourage taxpayers to receive e-bills and pay their taxes online. Also, I would encourage the 
employees to work as efficiently as possible to assist taxpayers in paying their bills and answering 
inquiries. I would also investigate other options or incentives for taxpayers to make sure they pay 

their bills on time. For example, at the current time, residents may pay both halves of their general 
taxes at once and receive a 1% discount on their 1st half general taxes. I would focus my efforts on 
educating more taxpayers about the efficient innovations that are available and encourage them to 
utilize these methods to pay their taxes and keep track of their billing. 

Chandra Ortiz 

 
Party: DEM 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 623-6161 
Campaign Web Site: http://chandramortiz.com 
Campaign Email: chandramortiz@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Baldwin/ Town of Hempstead 
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Prior Civic Service: Member Theta Iota Omega Chapter-Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.; Member 
Nassau County Bar Association;  
Questions:  

Q: What, if anything, would you do to improve the convenience and efficiency of the payment of 

taxes?  
A: In order to improve the convenience and efficiency of the payment of taxes, I would first evaluate 
the current methods to assess its effectiveness relating to convenience and costs. I would evaluate the 
current costs and expenses associated with all electronic payment, for ways to save on convenience 
fees currently charged to Taxpayers. I would explore ways to reduce carbon footprint by researching 
and reviewing available utilization of green and modern technology. I would explore if this office may 
utilize any of the Town's available new apps to make payment(s) even more convenient and costs 

effective to Taxpayers. I would also further consider creating incentives for Taxpayers to consider 
paying taxes during off-peak hours.  
Q: What is the most pressing issue facing the Office of the Receiver of Taxes and how would you 
address it?  
A: I believe the most pressing issue facing this Office is budgetary considerations. Concerns for 

budget increases and expanding budget lines are crucial considerations for any governmental agency. 

Proper budgeting considerations and adhering to those budget considerations are absolute necessities 
to help reduce town taxes. For example, more costs effective methods can and should be used when 
disseminating information to Taxpayers. Numerous colored multi-fold printings, and mailings, are 
unnecessary expenses to Taxpayers. The use of colored multi-fold printings and mailings should be 
responsibly evaluated. Informational literature mailings are expensive and should be used responsibly 
to protect Taxpayer’ funds; and to reduce the detrimental effects on the environment.  
Q: If elected, how would you go about streamlining the operations of that department?  

A: If elected, as a priority I would immediately meet with each unit to review and evaluate its 
functions and its outsourcing relationships/contracts, if any. This would allow me to determine the 
most efficient manner to streamline operations while simultaneously working to provide gold standard 
services to Taxpayers. Such a review is likely to reveal logistical functioning that can provide 
necessary services and information at the best available costs. I would also seek to engage employees 
in this process. Evaluating and properly utilizing the talents of employees, within respective civil 
service capacities, is key to streamlining efforts; rendering the ability to work within budgets and 

thereby reducing use of tax dollars and contributing to lowering town taxes.  
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Town of Hempstead Council Member District 
3 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Bruce A. Blakeman 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  

A: - no response -  
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: - no response -  

Shari Renne James 

 
Party: DEM 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 770-4574 
Campaign Web Site: http://sharijamespierre.com 
Campaign Email: electsharijames@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Valley Stream 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  

A: Taxes & Corruption. While preserving the character of our Town, we need a new voice and a new 
vision to move us forward. We need to re-imagine how our local government delivers services, its role 
in creating economic growth and how it invests and plans for our future. That means, first and 
foremost, we need to address the pace at which our taxes are increasing on a yearly basis. Over the 
last two administrations our local taxes have gone up by $90 million. The local tax burden on 
everyday working families is unacceptable and unsustainable. We need to eliminate the waste, create 
operational efficiencies and grow our tax base. In addition, we need elect local officials who are going 

to work for and serve the taxpayers - not themselves. Newsday called me a “budget guru” and given 
my financial background both on Wall Street and Main Street, I know what it takes fix this. There is no 
easy solution but with the right people, making the right decisions we can get there. Second, we need 
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to truly improve the check and balances within our Town Government. The corruption we see taking 
place across Long Island isn’t by accident. It is directly linked to weak internal controls, lack of 
transparency/accountability and years of one-party rule.  

Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: Throughout my career in the public and private sectors, I’ve always believed that efficiency begins 
with accountability. That’s why as Chief Deputy Comptroller for Nassau County, I spearheaded the 
County’s “Open Checkbook” which easily allows any taxpayer to see how their county dollars are being 
spent. I’ll bring that same commitment to transparency and accountability to our outdated Town 
Council. There is no reason why every Town resident should can’t have an easy-to-read breakdown of 
what they are getting for their tax dollars. Right now, those efforts are being stopped by those who 

prefer to operate with budget games, lax internal controls and policies which ultimately leads to 
corruption. 
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Town of Hempstead Council Member District 
5 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Christopher J. Carini 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 860-5332 
Campaign Web Site: http://CARINIFORHEMPSTEAD.com 

Campaign Email: ELECTCHRISCARINI@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Seaford, New York  
Prior Civic Service:   I serve as the Vice President of Seaford for the Wantagh-Seaford Homeowners’ 
Association (WSHA), a civic association, as well as the Director of the Wantagh-Seaford Homeowners’ 
Neighborhood Watch Committee. In addition, I sit as a member of Nassau County Police 
Commissioner’s Community Council for the 19th Legislative District and was appointed the Vice Chair 
of this Committee.     I delivered results as a civic advocate and as the VP of WSHA. I successfully 

addressed the issue of aggressive individuals who loitered at a local train station, intimidating 
commuters.   My goal was to address the needs of these people while ensuring the safety of 
commuters and the quality-of-life at the train station.  Working with various agencies, I coordinated a 
plan to ameliorate the issue. I also have worked with various MTA divisions to address the crumbling 
infrastructure at local train stations.  Broken elevators, shattered windows and graffiti are among the 
deficiencies that I successfully had remediated.   As previously mentioned, I spearheaded was the 

WSHA’s monthly pothole list from residents. The pothole list has been expanded to additional issues 
such as needed park repairs, litter and debris accumulation and other issues that adversely impact our 
neighborhoods. I served 22 years as a police officer, 14 as a union rep, 10 years on the PBA Board of 
Directors as a Trustee. I retired from the Police Department to focus my full attention on community 
service in the 5th councilmanic district. 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  

A: Taxes & Infrastructure   The biggest concern of residents is high taxes. I support the Town Board’s 
decision to cut taxes by 4.2%.  I was disappointed in Laura Gillen’s decision to vote “NO” on the 2019 
tax cut budget.  Every other member of the Board, even her Democrat colleague, Councilwoman 
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Dorothy Goosby, supported the tax cut. What’s more, I was staunchly opposed to Supervisor Laura 
Gillen’s proposal to hike taxes for 2019 by millions.  The Supervisor wants another vote on the board 
to support her tax hikes…I won’t. I will work with Don Clavin to reduce spending and taxes.  In fact, I 

will support his plan to slash the Supervisor’s $2 million patronage payroll in half on “day one” of his 
administration. As the Vice President of the Wantagh-Seaford Homeowners' Association (WSHA) the 
biggest compliant I hear focuses around the conditions of our roads. The Association produces a 
monthly pothole list that we submit to the Town.  Furthermore, I join with Don Clavin, our Town’s next 
Supervisor, in his call to double the township’s investment in road repaving. 
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: Transparency and openness are priorities which I embrace.  I support a measure whereby all town 

commissioners and deputy commissioners would be required to post their financial disclosures 
online.  Currently, the requirement only applies to elected officials.  Additionally, I favor a more 
transparent government bidding process, including the live video streaming of departmental reviews 
and selections of prospective candidates for town projects and contracts.  Additionally, I think that the 
threshold for gifts to town employees should be ZERO!  No lunches, no dinners, no pens or gifts of any 
kind should be permitted in our government.  I also support Don Clavin's plan to perform a "top to 

bottom" review of all departments to facilitate the most efficient and transparent operations.  Don has 

also called for the resignation of all commissioners to review the needs of every town department and 
ensure that the most qualified candidates are in each position.  

Lora Webster 

 
Party: DEM 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 234-5476 
Campaign Email: electlorawebster@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Point Lookout 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: I’m not a career politician, but the more I learn about our Town, the more I’ve realized how 

mismanaged our money is. I’m sick of the status quo of political infighting and jobs and contracts 
always going to connected insiders. We deserve a town board that will fight corruption and defend our 
tax dollars. We deserve better than the same empty promises and petty party politics. As our town 
board spends months embroiled in a series of corruption crises, I want to return the focus back to 
good government initiatives. That means fixing our roads and parks, as well as protecting our 
vulnerable shoreline. For the taxes we pay, our infrastructure is not good enough. Fixing it is going to 
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require hard work and a town board that’s willing to collaborate with our supervisor, Laura Gillen, 
rather than undermine her at every turn. 
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  

A: I’m going to work every day with Laura Gillen to modernize our government, weed out waste, and 
defend our tax dollars. First, we need to have our local government meet 21st century standards – 
eliminating outdated equipment like typewriters and posting as much pertinent information as possible 
online. Second, our government cannot afford to give jobs to unqualified insiders and frivolously spend 
taxpayer dollars on out of control mailers. Instead, I want a local government that is accessible and 
transparent for everyone. That means hosting town halls from Baldwin to Point Lookout to Seaford to 
reach every corner of District 5. I’ve spent this campaign meeting voters, listening to their concerns, 

and hearing how government could work better for them. I want to continue that work and spend the 
next few years transforming those concerns into real policy.  
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Town of Hempstead Town Clerk 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Sylvia A. Cabana 
Party: DEM 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Web Site: http://www.cabanaforclerk.com 
Campaign Email: cabanaforclerk2019@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Garden City, New York 
Prior Civic Service: Practicing immigration attorney, PTA member. 
Questions:  

Q: What, if anything, would you do to improve the convenience and efficiency of the town clerk's 
office?  

A: As Town Clerk I have made significant improvements for the convenience and efficiency of the 
town clerk's office by installing credit card machines which expedite obtaining parking permits, 
licenses and all other clerk services. We perform destination weddings. FOILS can now be requested 
online instead of waiting in person at Town Hall. I have instituted Fast Forward Fridays allowing 

veterans and seniors to access clerk's services with no wait time. In addition to our regular Passport 
service at Town Hall, I have obtained special approvals from the U.S. Department of State allowing 
several of the Town parks to become Certified Passport Acceptance facilities. This has enabled 
residents to get their passports at various locations throughout the Town of Hempstead. In order to 
accommodate our Spanish speaking residents, I have translated applications and documents into 
Spanish and have required each department to have dedicated Spanish speaking staff members 
available at all times. 

Q: If elected, how would you go about streamlining the operations of the town clerk's office?  
A: One of my top priorities in streamlining the operations of the clerk's office would be to digitize the 
Town Board agenda/calendar for all Town Board meetings with a program which is used by 53 
municipalities throughout New York State which includes the New York City council, Town of North 
Hempstead and Rockville Centre. This will save time & paper and free up staffers, and most 

importantly, make the entire Town Board Meeting process transparent and enable information to be 

easily searchable and accessible to citizens with one click. I would expand all off-site services such as 
the Child Safety fingerprint/photo program, Senior ID card which contains emergency contact 
information and provide 'stickerless' parking permits by using license plate scanners. I will also have 
more weekend services available at more Town parks and facilities so that the Town's families and 
residents can seamlessly access all of the Town Clerk's services and programs right in their own 
neighborhoods.  
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Kate Murray 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 731-3827 
Campaign Email: Kpmurray5965@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Levittown, Town of Hempstead 
Prior Civic Service: 1995-1998 NYS Assistant Attorney General; 1998-2001 NYS Assembly; 2002-
2003 Hempstead Town Clerk; 2003-2015 Hempstead Town Supervisor 
Questions:  

Q: What, if anything, would you do to improve the convenience and efficiency of the town clerk's 

office?  
A: As the first elected woman Town Clerk, I know that this office is the nerve center for town 
governance, and the efficiency of records retrieval and access to services for residents is extremely 
critical. I implemented the passport program for the first time in 2002; since then it has become one 
of the busiest, most successful passport centers in the country and, as my opponent has said, "the 

gold standard." I was also the first to bring commuter parking sticker services to the commuters at 
the train stations instead of making residents come to town hall or retrieve parking passes by mail. I 
was also the first Town Clerk to bring child safety finger printing services for parents and their children 
into the communities where they live instead of forcing parents to come with their children to Town 
Hall. Upon my second election as Town Clerk, I will follow the paradigm that I have established at the 
TOH in bringing more and varied services to the residents where they live to bring maximum ease to 
our time-stretched residents. 

Q: If elected, how would you go about streamlining the operations of the town clerk's office?  
A: As I did the first time that I was elected Town Clerk in 2002, I will conduct a top to bottom analysis 
of every function and operation in the Town Clerk's office. Based upon the results, I will consult with 
our hard-working staff for their input and create a plan for improving the delivery of services to our 

residents while streamlining the operations. For example, the ordering and distribution of commuter 
parking passes was unduly delayed in 2019 because of inefficiencies; that process will be revamped 

under my watch. When I first implemented the mobile town hall commuter operation in 2002, I 
determined to make life easier by bringing the service to our commuters at the train stations where 
they travel. In my review of operations, I will determine what other services may be delivered to the 
residents where they live. I will also investigate the online publication of notices and other vital 
information to determine whether sensitive information is being protected properly. In this era of 
cyber hacking, certain security aspects of TOH online publications are woefully inadequate and are 
placing members of the public in vulnerable positions. Both governmental and private information is 
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insecure, and I will ensure that while making more publications available online, which is the better 
environmental choice, I will also make online publications far more secure than they are today. 
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Long Beach City Court Judge 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 
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City of Long Beach Council Member 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 3): 

Michael A. Delury 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Email: BETTERBEACH2019@GMAIL.COM 
City/Town of Residence: LONG BEACH 
Prior Civic Service: Long Beach Lifeguard Alumni Assoc. Westholme & Walks Civic Assoc. Long 
Beach LIONS Club Long Beach Historical Society  
Questions:  

Q: If elected what three specific steps would you take to put our city on a firmer financial footing?  
A: 1. Better controls on Overtime and use of personnel. For the past 4 + years Overtime has 

consistently exceeded Amounts Budgeted. Dept. Heads need to be made aware of where the budget 
to actual are on a monthly and quarterly basis. 2. Install parking meters in areas similar to those used 
in nearby municipalities. Reach out to Chamber of Commerce and the Business community to find out 
other needs to improve traffic flow to local businesses. 3. Meet with the 5 largest employers in the 

City to find out their needs in driving business to the community. 4. Better management of purchases 
and utilize Shared Services agreements with Town and County to possibly get better pricing for large 
purchases.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in our city and 
what specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: 1. Being part of a Civic Group for many years a few thigs I would do are: Establish a direct contact 
council person for the following: Beautification, Public Works, Civic, Houses of Worship, Chamber of 

Commerce and Other Business Liaison, Fire Dept., Traffic and safety. Building & Planning etc. Many 
times people do not know where to go to ask a question to get an answer. This way a direct council 
contact for a large group will expedite the request and response. 2. Coordination of Building Dept. and 
Tax Assessor for better guidance to homeowners who undergo capital improvements which enhances 
property values. 3. Better communication using: Robo-call system, Email notifications, and other 

Social Media Platforms. Establish attainable target goals for all depts. 4. Initiate a Pilot Beach pass in 

2020 - Half Day fare starting at 2PM to increase attendance and to make it more affordable for young 
families.  
Q: Describe two specific environmental and sustainable initiatives that you will champion on the City 
Council.  
A: 1. Evaluate installing a Storm Drain Mesh cover to reduce debris which enters the system and 
sometimes clogs the Tide Flex valves. Roll out a test area in the storm drains that seems to clog the 
most. This is similar to the mesh covering homeowners use on the house gutters to prevent debris 

from trees or shingles from clogging drains. 2. Encourage bike ridership. Partner with utilities such as 
PSE&G to encourage LED Lighting installations in all City Owned buildings and the Long Beach Housing 
Authority Buildings. 3. Work with School District and School board members to promote ways to 
conserve water and teach water conservation methods in the grammar school level so over time 
conservation becomes Routine. 4. Protecting the Lloyd Aquifer from saltwater Intrusion. 5. Evaluate 
installing Solar Powered Energy on City Buildings. Work with State and Federal Partners to maximize 
the benefit to the Taxpayers. 6. Install an electric car charging stations in eastern and western 

sections of the City similar to the ones in other municipalities.  

Chumi Diamond 
Party: WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Questions:  

Q: If elected what three specific steps would you take to put our city on a firmer financial footing?  
A: - no response -  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in our city and 
what specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: - no response -  



City of Long Beach 
 

Page 35 of 161 

 

Q: Describe two specific environmental and sustainable initiatives that you will champion on the City 
Council.  
A: - no response -  

Lauren M. Doddato-Goldman 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

City/Town of Residence: Long Beach, NY 
Prior Civic Service: Former prosecutor Current Principal Law Clerk 
Questions:  

Q: If elected what three specific steps would you take to put our city on a firmer financial footing?  
A: • Create Citizens Budget Advisory Commission, an independent citizens group, to help our 
municipal government become more efficient and effective. The committee will look to save taxpayer’s 
money by reviewing and making recommendations concerning the city’s budget. Require all audits 
including the state comptrollers and the city’s independent audits to be posted online within seven (7) 
days of receipt by the city. Eliminate employees from using city owned vehicles for commuting 

purposes unless specifically approved by the council. Any approved vehicles and their driver’s names 
will be posted online. • Create a “pool” system for all city passenger vehicles. Taxpayers should not 
have their hard-earned dollars used to pay for fuel, insurance and maintenance as a perk for favored 
employees  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in our city and 
what specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: • Require all bid proposals and Request for Proposals (RFP) to be posted online. Require all 

contracts to be posted online •Post the city’s checkbook online-Require biweekly financial reports by 
the city comptroller to be posted online in real time (daily), including line by line expenditures, 
revenue totals, borrowing and debt service, hiring and terminations, salaries and raises. •Require all 
lawsuits against the city and judgments against the city and settlements to be posted online. • Create 
a new bipartisan board of ethics with members serving a fixed term of office as opposed to at the will 
of the city council. No more than three members shall be members of the same political party. Require 

the board to meet at least twice a year in a public forum. Require board members to appear before 
the city council prior to their confirmation to outline their experience and background for the position 
and respond to questions by council members. • Require that nominations to the zoning board to be 

posted online and announced at least 30 days prior to the city council’s confirmation of any new 
members. • Require all nominees to the ZBA to appear at a public confirmation hearing before the city 
council to outline their experience, background, and vision for the position and respond to questions 
by council members.  

Q: Describe two specific environmental and sustainable initiatives that you will champion on the City 
Council.  
A: Create a Citizens Environmental Advisory Board (green team) that can implement various city 
programs to protect the natural environment, improve the city environment and help teach residents 
about sustainability Ensure clean drinking water by repairing and improving our infrastructure Fighting 
for improved bayfront storm protection 

Anthony P. Eramo 
Party: WFP 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: If elected what three specific steps would you take to put our city on a firmer financial footing?  
A: - no response -  

Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in our city and 
what specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: - no response -  
Q: Describe two specific environmental and sustainable initiatives that you will champion on the City 
Council.  
A: - no response -  
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Karen McInnis 

 
Party: DEM 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (917) 304-6328 
Campaign Web Site: http://facebook.com/New-Wave-Dems-LB 
Campaign Email: Newwavedemslb@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Long Beach 
Prior Civic Service: • Former Officer of the West End Neighbors Civic Association. Board 

accomplishments include o Initial supporter for Movies on the Beach (as spearheaded by LB City 
Councilman John Bendo, Gemma Tansey, Joe Miccio and Scott Parker.) o Initial supporter for launch of 

West End Business Beautification program in 2011. o Supporter of inaugural Chamber of Commerce’s 
West End Holiday Electric Lights Parade in 2011. • Member, Long Beach Auxiliary of the VFW Lt. John 
F. O’Grady Post 1384. • Member, Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Division 17, St. Ita of Erin, Long 
Beach. • Member, United States Selective Service System Local Board in the State of New York. • 
Former Long Beach Democratic Committeeperson. • Active resident participant at Long Beach, NY City 

Council meetings.  
Questions:  

Q: If elected what three specific steps would you take to put our city on a firmer financial footing?  
A: 1. I have recommended to the City Council that we establish an Audit Committee consisting of at 
least three members of the city Council, as described by the Government Finance Officers Association 
(GFOA). It would be the responsibility of the Audit Committee to provide independent review and 
oversight of the City's financial reporting processes, internal controls and independent auditors. The 

Committee would be established by charter and require that outside auditors report directly to the 
Audit Committee (instead of the City Manager and/or Comptroller). To ensure the Committee’s 
independence and effectiveness, no City employee that has managerial responsibilities that fall within 
the scope of the audit would serve as a member of the Audit Committee. The Audit Committee would 

have access to the reports of internal auditors, as well as access to annual internal audit work plans 
and would present annually to the full City Council a written report of how it has discharged its duties 

and met its responsibilities. This report would be made public and be accompanied by the Audit 
Committee’s charter or other establishing documentation. 2. I would require the City Council to 
consider recommendations by the NYS Office of the Comptroller as mandatory and ensure that they 
are completed within a reasonable time frame. Long Beach would not be in the financial situation it is 
today if previous Councils hadn’t failed to fulfill their fiduciary responsibilities by adhering to all of the 
Office’s recommendations dating back to the 1990s. 3. I would hire an experienced, qualified City 
Manager that has experience managing a multi-million-dollar annual budget. Outsourcing the finance 
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role is not a viable long-term solution and will not convince the bond market to lower our cost of 
borrowing as per their specific recommendation (to hire a qualified City Manager).  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in our city and 

what specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: 1. At the June 2019 League of Women Voters of Long Beach Democratic Candidate Forum, I 
committed to reactivate and appoint or re-appoint members of our citizen-driven committees and 
boards within the first 100 days of taking office. I would require that the committees reflect the 
diversity of our community with special attention paid to groups that are marginalized and/or 
underrepresented. The power to appoint and administer some citizen committees and boards currently 
falls with the City Manager. I would change this so that all committees and boards are appointed by a 

simple majority of the City Council on an annual basis, which would increase the chance for resident 
participation. 2. I would add a Citizen’s Budget Advisory Committee, similar to that of the Long Beach 
High School District. 3. Establish an Office of the Ombudsman. This could be staffed by one or two 
employees or volunteers. They would be the centralized repository for all resident questions and 
concerns and would then forward to the appropriate person/department or the City Council itself, and 
report back to the council on any results or next steps. This would be another way for the City to re-

establish trust with its residents.  

Q: Describe two specific environmental and sustainable initiatives that you will champion on the City 
Council.  
A: 1. Research and implement permeable paving/concrete requirements for vehicle and pedestrian 
pathways to enable infiltration of stormwater runoff. Many new houses have 100% concrete driveways 
and "yards", leaving nowhere for the water to go. 2. Commit to a safe, two-lane bike path that 
stretches from one end of Long Beach to the other (east to west) by 2022, the 100th Anniversary of 

the incorporation of Long Beach.  

Anissa D. Moore 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Email: teamanissamoore@gmail.com 

City/Town of Residence: Long Beach 
Prior Civic Service: Served as a member of the Long Beach City Council from 2016-Present.  
Questions:  

Q: If elected what three specific steps would you take to put our city on a firmer financial footing?  
A: 1. The revision of the Charter and code to create the necessary controls 2. The establishment of an 
audit committee 3. The implementation of revenue generating initiatives  
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Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in our city and 
what specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I will create a Strategic Planning committee which includes members of the local business 

community, civic associations, and residents to provide input as it relates to the budget, 
infrastructure, health and safety etc. 2. I would establish city forums on various topics to promote 
civic engagement. I most recently proposed that the City of Long Beach adopt the Socrata Open 
Finance platform. This would allow residents to have access to the City's financial documents, payroll 
information and department performance to ensure transparency and accountability. 
Q: Describe two specific environmental and sustainable initiatives that you will champion on the City 
Council.  

A: I currently champion environmental causes- it is my hope to champion the elimination of plastic 
straws. Moreover, I support and will continue to advocate for renewable energy (wind and solar 
power). 

James E. Mulvaney 
Party: WFP 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: If elected what three specific steps would you take to put our city on a firmer financial footing?  
A: - no response -  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in our city and 
what specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: - no response -  

Q: Describe two specific environmental and sustainable initiatives that you will champion on the City 
Council.  
A: - no response -  

Ronald Paganini 

 
Party: DEM 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 889-6689 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.facebook.com/NewWaveDems/ 
Campaign Email: NewWaveDemsLB@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Long Beach NY  
Prior Civic Service: Union Leader  
Questions:  
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Q: If elected what three specific steps would you take to put our city on a firmer financial footing?  
A: 1) Clarify and solidify the code and policies governing separation payments to employees leaving 
the City to ensure they receive only what is clearly written in the code. Past practices have cost the 

taxpayers millions of dollars former employees were not entitled to. I would also aggressively pursue 
repayment of any payments made that were found to be in violation of the code. 2) Cut back overtime 
immediately. Overtime alone cost the City $2 million last year. Better management and more diligent 
oversight is needed. 3) Eliminate patronage from City Hall. All positions should be filled with 
unquestionably qualified and competent individuals capable of managing the City efficiently and in the 
best interest of residents.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in our city and 

what specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: 1) Reinvigorate and empower all citizen advisory groups. Many have been left vacant for several 
years or have been given little authority by the City. Long Beach has some very smart and experience 
people that can help us think through issues and come up with ideas for moving the City forward. 
Residents are at the top of the City organizational chart and need to be central part of dictating what 
goes on in the City. 2) Conduct regularly scheduled ‘open working session’ so residents can see how 

real work of the Council. They need to know what thinking went into a vote and why we’re voting a 

certain way. Private closed-door meetings of the Council that determine what goes on here need to 
stop. I’d also work to make sure that every question asked by residents during Good and Welfare is 
answered promptly.  
Q: Describe two specific environmental and sustainable initiatives that you will champion on the City 
Council.  
A: 1) We MUST come up with a plan to protect our drinking water. The Lloyd aquifer faces threats of 

saltwater intrusion and potential over-pumping from NYC. Long Beach needs to be proactive and 
aggressive to make sure our source of clean drinking water is protected for generations to come. 2) 
Stormwater runoff and flooding is obviously a major issue here. From an infrastructure standpoint, we 
can reduce it by creating more permeable surfaces, catch basins and other methods. On a policy level, 
we can encourage things like rain barrels and building guidelines to allow individual properties and 
homeowners to become part of the solution.  

Elizabeth Treston 

 
Party: DEM 
Biographical Info:  

City/Town of Residence: Long Beach, NY 11561 
Prior Civic Service: Active resident participant at Nassau County, Town of Hempstead and City of 
Long Beach Council meetings. West End Neighbors Civic Association member (WENCA), former 
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committee member of City of Long Beach Public Safety Committee Beach. Involved in Beautification 
activities for City of Long Beach Coordinated Residential Sustainability and Rebuilding Programs in City 
of Long Beach with Race2Rebuild and Rebuilding Together. Former board member of Citizens United to 

Remove Barriers (C.U.R.B.), Ambassador for STARS of Hope, stakeholder in the Army Corps of 
Engineers Project, Long Beach, NY, Board member of Long Beach Community Organizations Active in 
Disasters (LB COAD).  
Questions:  

Q: If elected what three specific steps would you take to put our city on a firmer financial footing?  
A: 1) Ensure that all separation payments are limited to only those employees who actual separate 
from employment and that they are made in accordance with either the City Charter or collectively 
bargained contracts. The City has literally lost millions of dollars due to lax oversight of this issue.  2) 

Establish an Audit Committee to oversee the budget process and track adherence to the budget 
throughout the year. 3) Work with the community to encourage development that increases our tax 
base while conforming to our existing community character and doesn't overburden our infrastructure 
and resources.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in our city and 

what specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  

A: Restore and return the Citizen driven committees of Public Safety, Ethics, Recreation and others. 
This city is nothing without its involved residents. People should not feel intimidated or that they do 
not have a seat at our government table. It’s important that we listen to our civic associations, 
interfaith organizations and individuals. A community is nothing without everyone feeling they belong. 
Have an open-door policy. Residents can’t always make a council meeting. Leaders should set aside 
time to meet our neighbors and residents in their neighborhood. See firsthand what the issue is. If it’s 
a broken light or an accolade for the city’s hardworking CSEA if it's important to someone in our city, 

it should be recognized both bad and the good. A dedicated phone number for City Council members, 
a meet up with members of the community during various hours of the week that we can be 
approachable and get information firsthand and not from a rumor mill.  
Q: Describe two specific environmental and sustainable initiatives that you will champion on the City 
Council.  
A: In 2013, the City Council signed a resolution to be part of NYS Climate Smart Communities. Alas, 
that’s all they did was register. We need to follow through on promises we made our taxpayers and 

residents. Choosing sustainable greenery, informing the public on environmental initiatives including 

what to do at home and in businesses within the City of Long Beach. Ensure city’s planning includes 
factors to address climate initiatives in the Hazard Mitigation planning, Water Shed Assessment and 
future smart development. There’s an Environmental Advisory Board. They have suggested a number 
of ideas, some which the city implemented, including the ban of intentionally released balloons. We 
need to look in house first. Is the building that we govern from being as green as it can be? The board 

was chosen for their expertise. Let’s listen to them. 
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Town of North Hempstead Supervisor 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Judi Bosworth 
Party: DEM, WFP, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 362-1786 
Campaign Web Site: http://judibosworth.com 
Campaign Email: friendsofjudibosworth@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Great Neck 

Prior Civic Service: I am currently serving my third term as Supervisor of the Town of North 
Hempstead, prior to this position; I was a Nassau County Legislator for six years and served as a 
member of the Great Neck Board of Education for 16 years. Before my time in office I was involved in 

a significant number of community and Civic organizations, many of which I am still active in today. 
The organizations include various Kiwanis Clubs, Chambers of Commerce, Rotary Club, Lions Club, 
Great Neck Manhasset Child Care Partnership and the United Community Fund.  
Questions:  

Q: As sea levels rise and flooding and erosion become greater threats to our community, what specific 
actions will you take to address these challenges? How will you budget and ensure that our town is 
prepared to thrive in the face of these changes?  
A: This is an important issue that will require proactive and preventative measures be taken by 
today’s elected officials. The Town is currently in the process of planning the redevelopment of North 
Hempstead Beach Park. While this project will be robust, I am ensuring that we remain committed to 
preserving, and even expanding the natural space at the park. The currently plan calls for the removal 

of 1.5 acres of concrete parking lots, which will be converted into green, open spaces. We will be 
introducing bioswales to the park, which will improve drainage and allow runoff to flow into the nearby 
natural wetlands, which will also be restored over the course of the project. It was essential during the 
planning phases of this project to make these wetlands a priority, as they have fallen victim to erosion 
over the years. By restoring these areas, we will be preserving the wetlands for many future 

generations. In response to recent historic storms that have hit the east coast, the US Army Corps of 

Engineers are investigating ways to manage flood risk in New York City. One such idea they are 
exploring is the creation of floodgates at the Throgs Neck Bridge. This is a situation that I, along with 
my administration, are closely monitoring, as these gates may benefit New York City, but could 
possibly increase flood levels for our waterfront communities here in North Hempstead. Additionally, 
the increase in flood levels would have a negative impact on the marine ecology in Manhasset Bay and 
Hempstead Harbor, so I will continue to be vigilant as the US Army Corps of Engineers continues their 
studies. Unfortunately, the meeting scheduled for October is the same night as a Town Board Meeting, 

preventing me from attending, but my staff will be in attendance to ensure that our residents’ 
interests are made clear.  
Q: How would you revitalize/better utilize our town’s downtown and commercial districts? What 
barriers exist to full occupancy of storefronts and what would you do to address them?  
A: Under my leadership the Town has initiated a Cultural Master Plan. We are working with planning 
and urban design firm Civic Moxie to help create an all-encompassing Cultural Master Plan that will 
highlight the arts, culture, restaurants and commerce offerings of North Hempstead and the 31 

villages within its borders. Our goal is for the Town to become a tourism destination, encompassing 

government, business and private organizations working together to highlight historic sites, 
recreational spaces, and museums. Civic Moxie is currently developing action kits, which will provide 
us with summaries and suggestions on how to move forward. We hope to begin working on pilot 
programs this year which will provide informational resources to landlords, local Chambers and BIDs 
to help revitalize our downtowns and their empty store fronts. It is important to me that local 

government play a supportive role in attracting new businesses to our downtowns. One concern that 
has been communicated to me in this regard has been the Town’s Building Department. It was made 
clear to me that this department needed to be more accessible and expeditious when dealing with 
both business owners and residents. Under my leadership, we have made it a priority to review 
permits submitted by new businesses. We are looking forward to moving on to use a new cloud- based 
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application which will enable us to automate, consolidate and streamline Building Department 
processes. The new program will help manage all Building Department processes including permitting 
and licensing. The online portal will also allow applicants to view their information about permits, 

licenses and status of permit and licenses from the web. The ultimate goal is to create one seamless 
process that utilizes modern technology in order to make it easier for those working with our Building 
Department.  
Q: What is the most significant or pressing issue facing the Town of North Hempstead, and how would 
you address it?  
A: I believe our residents are most concerned about high taxes. Taxpayers want to know that elected 
officials are using their hard-earned tax dollars wisely, and my fiscally conservative budgets, Aaa bond 

rating, and delivery of services show these are my priorities as well. Maintaining a Aaa rating, the 
highest rating a municipality can receive, means that we can get lower borrowing costs and we are 
able to pass these savings on to our taxpayers. We’ve also reduced our debt by $31.4 million since 
2014. All of our budgets have stayed within the New York State cap, without cutting services to our 
residents. In fact, we continue to enhance programming, to expand our services and to provide 
excellent constituent outreach. Additionally, in 2018 North Hempstead had the second lowest recorded 

payroll increase from all of Long Island’s Towns and cities. That same year, we also had the lowest 

increase in overtime among all of Long Island’s towns and cities. Under my leadership, North 
Hempstead will continue to be thoughtful and diligent in our financial planning.  

David P. Redmond 
Party: REP, CON, LBT 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 500-9417 
Campaign Web Site: http://davidpredmond.com 
Campaign Email: dpr@davidpredmond.com 
City/Town of Residence: Mineola, NY 
Prior Civic Service: Mineola Fire Department Firefighter (15 Year Active Member) 
Questions:  

Q: As sea levels rise and flooding and erosion become greater threats to our community, what specific 
actions will you take to address these challenges? How will you budget and ensure that our town is 
prepared to thrive in the face of these changes?  

A: Erosion is a constant and pervasive threat for us on Long Island that will not go away, even with 
the best environmental policy at every level of government. Therefore, we will use the best practices 
for mitigating erosion, which are well established. The costs can easily be budgeted for by the Town, 
so long as we stop wasting money on over budget public works projects, such as the recent Clinton G. 

Martin Pool Park renovation. The savings from properly managed projects across our Town will be 
used for such vital services including shoreline protection, and other services to residents that are 
currently being underserved. We need to hire stable leadership for Superintendent of Highway, in a 
timely fashion, to ensure Town roads are properly taken care of to mitigate flash flooding effects and 
allow for proper drainage where possible. It should not take over two years to fill this position, and the 
hire should stay for longer than four months. When the town does not have the proper leadership in 
position, the value you get for your tax dollars is degraded.  

Q: How would you revitalize/better utilize our town’s downtown and commercial districts? What 
barriers exist to full occupancy of storefronts and what would you do to address them?  
A: A major barrier to business and residential entry that is within the Town's full control is the building 
department. This is a long and ongoing problem area that is still being promised to undergo "common 
sense" reforms, term after term. I have the knowledge and skillset to implement better practices and 

policies. My formal education in engineering, and my self-taught technology skills, which I apply every 

day to help local organizations and businesses, are essential to get the quality of service to where it 
needs to be for a 21st century economy. You will get actual results with Supervisor Redmond in 
charge, rather than the stagnant status quo we are all forced to deal with at this moment. The 
improved time frames and responsiveness by the building department under new management will get 
more residents and businesses in place sooner, in turn encouraging others to start the process in the 
first place. Our local economy will benefit by eliminating these current logjams, which slow the velocity 
of money circulating in the town. 

Q: What is the most significant or pressing issue facing the Town of North Hempstead, and how would 
you address it?  
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A: The lack of leadership, as established by a pattern of problems and shortfalls in service across the 
board, is the most pressing issue for our great Town. This is the common denominator which will 
alleviate ongoing issues among various departments. I will bring a refreshing and modern mindset to 

the Town Board, that no one else on the board currently offers. I have a unique capability to deliver 
better performance for our local government. The contrast in choice this election is stark, not based 
on personality or character, but in ability to lead the Town in order to maximize value for taxpayers 
and all residents who rely on town parks and services. The morale of those working for the town will 
increase, and so will the satisfaction of businesses, homeowners, local governments, and residents 
who deal with the town and its leadership. I look forward to providing the positive influence that is 
necessary to keep people living and working in North Hempstead. 
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Town of North Hempstead - Town Clerk 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 
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Town of North Hempstead Council Member 
District 2 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Cassandra J. Lems 

 
Party: GRE 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 248-3059 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.facebook.com/groups/1385174475123447/ 

Campaign Email: c_lems@yahoo.com 
City/Town of Residence: New Hyde Park, New York 
Questions:  

Q: As sea levels rise and flooding and erosion become greater threats to our community, what specific 
actions will you take to address these challenges? How will you budget and ensure that our town is 
prepared to thrive in the face of these changes?  
A: Reduce emissions from cars and other motor vehicles by providing shuttle service around 

commercial areas and to and from transportation hubs like the Long Island Railroad. Ban gas powered 
leaf blowers, which waste gasoline and are a huge source of pollution. Pledge to make the Town of 
North Hempstead a Zero Carbon Emission jurisdiction. Encourage the use of solar energy, wind power 
and other natural sources of energy rather than fossil fuel-based sources. 
Q: How would you revitalize/better utilize our town’s downtown and commercial districts? What 
barriers exist to full occupancy of storefronts and what would you do to address them?  

A: The convenience of internet shopping is cutting into retail sales. Brick and mortar shopkeepers 

should band together with local government and arts organizations to create events that draw people 
into commercial areas to encourage more foot traffic. Parking should be made more readily available, 
and free shuttle bus transportation around commercial areas should be provided during store opening 
hours. Traffic should be "calmed" to make it safer for pedestrians to walk in shopping areas. Landlords 
should not be allowed to hold empty commercial space for long periods of time. Local government 
should provide incentives to landlords to fill commercial spaces with tenants. 

Q: What is the most significant or pressing issue facing the Town of North Hempstead, and how would 
you address it?  
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A: Many people seem to think the most important issue is high taxes, but that is short-sighted. The 
most important issue facing us is threats on multiple fronts to our natural environment. We need to do 
what we can to slow down or stop climate change. Gas-powered leaf blowers should be completely 

banned to protect air quality and to reduce noise pollution. More can be done to protect the ocean, our 
waterways and our drinking water from dangerous runoff by banning or restricting the use of certain 
pesticides, fertilizers, and other pollutants. Encourage residents to replace lawns with native species 
that do not require watering, so that our aquifers are not depleted so quickly. Reduce our output of 
solid waste, especially plastics and non-recyclables. Encourage the use of clean and renewable energy.  

Ragini Srivastava 

 
Party: REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 305-4254 

Campaign Web Site: http://VoteForRagini.com 
Campaign Email: VoteForRaginiSrivastava@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Manhasset Hills 

Prior Civic Service: Ragini has always been involved in community service. 
Questions:  

Q: As sea levels rise and flooding and erosion become greater threats to our community, what specific 
actions will you take to address these challenges? How will you budget and ensure that our town is 
prepared to thrive in the face of these changes?  
A: The wise thing to do is to have a transition plan. Walls and levies are not a long-term solution. We 
will present past data and scientific facts to all stakeholders - owners, insurance companies, FEMA, 

etc. and work out a long-term transition plan. In the interim, of course, we need measures such as: 
Building water reservoir Constructing retaining walls Lakes, ponds Drainage system must be covered 
to prevent litter going into them Before any construction builders have to make sure they don’t block 
any waterway, they must acquire permission. Educate people Lot of plants, vegetation must be 
encouraged in low lying areas to prevent erosion ... 
Q: How would you revitalize/better utilize our town’s downtown and commercial districts? What 

barriers exist to full occupancy of storefronts and what would you do to address them?  
A: —Our town should have a downtown development corporation, or similar organization that is 
focused solely on promoting downtown as a destination for businesses, residents etc. —Our town 
should have public policies (grants, and other special incentives) to promote downtown development 
—Events like street fair, exhibitions can draw people to your downtown on a regular basis. We should 
plan public events that showcases local merchants, music and food —engage local vendors, artists, 
and entrepreneurs for downtown revitalization. small steps that can be taken — Should be safe to 

walk -narrowing lanes of traffic, two way traffic is good -installing benches, -planting trees, -hosting 
pop-up shops in empty storefronts to encourage business activity Put lights, music Make it beautiful so 
people want to spend time over there  
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Q: What is the most significant or pressing issue facing the Town of North Hempstead, and how would 
you address it?  
A: The most significant issue for our town is financial mismanagement. If town officials are vigilant 

and dutiful, what happened with Clinton G Martin Park repairs won't happen. Public funds would be 
utilized wisely, and we won't have higher taxes. I will push for greater transparency in governance. I 
will push for improvements in infrastructure. But I also would like to see more people taking interest 
in community affairs and volunteering. I also want them to vote and hold public officials accountable. 
For example: scandal at Clinton G. Martin park (no accountability, stinks corruption) New tax 
assessment (hastily done, full of errors)  

Peter J. Zuckerman 

 
Party: DEM, WFP, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 404-6643 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.facebook.com/peter.zuckerman.52 
Campaign Email: <friendsofpeterzuckerman@gmail.com> 

City/Town of Residence: East Hills/Town of North Hempstead 
Prior Civic Service: Incorporated Village of East Hills Trustee 
Questions:  

Q: As sea levels rise and flooding and erosion become greater threats to our community, what specific 
actions will you take to address these challenges? How will you budget and ensure that our town is 
prepared to thrive in the face of these changes?  
A: I do not take lightly the issues we are facing as a result of climate change. To address these issues, 

it will take all levels of government working together. Here at the Town we are always looking for 
ways to preserve our coastline and to make improvements to combat erosion and flooding. Erosion 
has affected our natural wetlands at North Hempstead Beach Park; however, we are currently in the 

process of planning a redevelopment of North Hempstead Beach Park and we have made it a priority 
to improve drainage and runoff which will work towards combating the erosion of our wetlands. I will 
continue to remain committed to prioritizing environmental threats to our community and ensure that 

we have the funds necessary to address these issues.  
Q: How would you revitalize/better utilize our town’s downtown and commercial districts? What 
barriers exist to full occupancy of storefronts and what would you do to address them?  
A: Recently with my support the Town contracted a firm, Civic Moxie, to help us create a 
comprehensive Cultural Master Plan that would serve to showcase the cultural, tourism, and business 
attributes of North Hempstead. Civic Moxie will be providing us with guidance on implementation of 
this plan so that we are taking full advantage of all that we have to offer here in North Hempstead. 
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This initiative will play an integral role in maximizing the potential of our commercial districts and 
downtowns. Another way we are looking to be helpful to our small businesses and commercial districts 
is by focusing on the navigation and speed of our own government processes. We have been working 

towards improving our Building Department by increasing manpower and implementing technology 
that will improve efficiency, accessibility, and transparency. Our local businesses, residents, and the 
Town as a whole will benefit greatly from this improvement to our Building Department.  
Q: What is the most significant or pressing issue facing the Town of North Hempstead, and how would 
you address it?  
A: The most significant issues facing our residents is taxes. Not only are residents concerned with the 
fact that their taxes are very high, but they want to know that their money is being put to good use. 

Here in North Hempstead I am proud to say that we have earned a Aaa bond rating by Moody's which 
is the highest bond rating awarded to any municipality. Our budgets at the Town, all of which I have 
supported, are fiscally responsible, stay within the New York State tax cap, reduce our debt, and 
maintain and improve services offered to our constituents at the most cost-effective way possible. I 
will continue to ensure that our tax dollars are being used conservatively, appropriately, and with the 
best interest of our taxpayers at heart.  
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Town of North Hempstead Council Member 
District 4 
Description:  

Council District 4 

 

Candidates (choose 1): 

David Yaudoon Chiang 

 
Party: REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 627-8888 
Campaign Web Site: http://electdavidchiang.com 
Campaign Email: electdavidchiang@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Manhasset, Town of North Hempstead 

Prior Civic Service: Community Activist, President of CAANH 
Questions:  

Q: As sea levels rise and flooding and erosion become greater threats to our community, what specific 
actions will you take to address these challenges? How will you budget and ensure that our town is 
prepared to thrive in the face of these changes?  
A: I personally try to tread very lightly on this earth. Our house runs on 100% solar power and We 
drive an electric car. As an official I would encourage our residents to be more environmentally 

conscious to reduce our carbon footprint. We must work with county and state agencies and 
governments to ensure adequate funding to protect our shorelines and communities from natural 
disasters. I would work with all the town departments and try to reduce our carbon footprint and 
become one of the greenest towns in the state. I would also encourage the town and businesses to 
start to implement EV chargers to attract residents to downtown and create opportunities for 
customers to linger downtown and support of businesses. With my background in finance, I will go 
through our local budget and reduce waste and inefficiency. As a town, we must live within our means 

and plan ahead with a rainy-day backup plan... 
Q: How would you revitalize/better utilize our town’s downtown and commercial districts? What 
barriers exist to full occupancy of storefronts and what would you do to address them?  
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A: Work with local businesses, chamber of commerce and civic organizations to brainstorm and bring 
forth the best ideas to revitalize our downtown areas. Offer incentives to bring in anchor tenants which 
will attract locals and visitors to our downtown areas. Also, I will help promote shop local, eat local 

and increase awareness to the importance of having a beautiful buzzing downtown community where 
our young and old can go and enjoy. I would work with other board members and town supervisor to 
streamline permitting for businesses and residents of TNH. Currently, it takes over six months to a 
year to get residential permits. Commercial permits seem to take even longer. These types of delays 
discourage businesses from coming into our communities and add to their costs of opening a business 
in our town. We must work to reduce red tape and burdensome/outdated regulations and be a partner 
to local business not a discouragement to their success. 

Q: What is the most significant or pressing issue facing the Town of North Hempstead, and how would 
you address it?  
A: The major issues facing Great Neck, Manhasset and Roslyn is the same as the foremost issues 
confronting all of our residents. In specific, soaring taxes are not sustainable. Governments have to 
live within a budget, just like the families that we serve. Revitalizing all the main streets, like 
Plandome Road, by installing new sidewalks, planting, traffic calming and pedestrian safety measures 

are a very high priority for me. I believe that new potential small business owners perceive that the 

Town is not business friendly because obtaining building permits takes so long and is so difficult. I 
would focus on initiatives that make the Building Department consumer friendly and streamline the 
process so that businesses and homeowners receive permits faster. The protection of our bay waters 
and drinking water, and the need for a comprehensive roadway and infrastructure improvement 
program are also important issues for me.  

Veronica Lurvey 

 
Party: DEM, WFP, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 253-6611 

Campaign Web Site: http://www.veronicalurvey.com 
Campaign Email: info@veronicalurvey.com 
City/Town of Residence: Great Neck, NY 
Prior Civic Service: Co-Founder of North Shore Action, a nonpartisan community action group that 
advocates on local issues, former member of the Kensington Zoning Board of Appeals, and former VP 

of Temple Israel of Great Neck. 
Questions:  

Q: As sea levels rise and flooding and erosion become greater threats to our community, what specific 
actions will you take to address these challenges? How will you budget and ensure that our town is 
prepared to thrive in the face of these changes?  
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A: We are already feeling the effects of global climate change in the Town of North Hempstead. I 
support bold climate action. We need to make sure our infrastructure is ready for more frequent 
extreme weather events, including our electric distribution and water systems, which means working 

with utilities and special districts. During Superstorm Sandy, the highest storm surge was reported in 
Kings Point. We need to investigate and decide how best to protect against future storm surges. I am 
attending a public meeting at the end of October, put on by the Army Corps of Engineers, regarding 
the placement of sea gates meant to protect Manhattan, to ensure that the impacts on the North 
Shore are taken into consideration. We need to coordinate emergency response to extreme weather 
events and make sure that there are locations throughout the Town that can serve people without 
heat or electricity. Trees protect against erosion, and I am focused on protecting the Town’s trees. I 

am working on legislation to strengthen the Town’s tree code to protect its tree density and provide 
for clearer replanting requirements. In addressing the effects of climate change, we need to consider 
how our actions contribute to climate change. This involves asking how the Town should be involved in 
reducing our collective carbon footprint. Addressing these issues is critical and needs to be a priority. I 
take the budgeting process seriously by planning ahead, borrowing when interest rates are low, and 
support aggressively pursuing grants.  

Q: How would you revitalize/better utilize our town’s downtown and commercial districts? What 

barriers exist to full occupancy of storefronts and what would you do to address them?  
A: A variety of issues affect our downtowns, including parking, walkability, marketing, permitting, and 
taxes. I have made it a priority while in office to work collaboratively with the different constituencies 
of District 4 to best address these issues. Through discussions with the Manhasset Chamber of 
Commerce, for example, we have identified several ways to improve the parking situation along 
Plandome Road, such as increasing the parking restrictions from one hour to two. This will give 

shoppers time to visit several retail establishments in one visit. Pedestrian safety initiatives are also 
critical for foot traffic; when a downtown is friendly for pedestrians, everyone benefits. Keeping 
downtowns clean and well maintained is critical, so that shoppers enjoy their time in the area. I will 
make sure the Town continues to offer matching downtown beautification grants. I am in a great 
position to help the Villages and communities cross-market the different cultural offerings through the 
Town’s Cultural Master Plan. For example, the Cultural Master Plan could help restaurants attract 
customers who are in Town for a cultural or film festival. I will help downtowns determine what makes 

them a destination, especially one that attracts younger people. Understanding that permitting is a 
hurdle, I support continuing changes to the Town code to simplify and update the Town building and 

permitting process and continuing to fund the Town’s successful Resident Advocate program to assist 
filers. Working with Supervisor Bosworth and the Town Board, I will focus on keeping taxes low, to 
minimize the tax burden on commercial establishments.  
Q: What is the most significant or pressing issue facing the Town of North Hempstead, and how would 
you address it?  

A: A top issue in the Town is financial in nature: taxes and the cost of living. I will continue to work 
with Supervisor Bosworth and the Town Board to keep the Town tax as low as possible. This means 
making sure that the Town is running efficiently, and money is spent wisely. Good communication 
between Town departments is critical, as is keeping overtime low. I will make sure that the Town 
maintains its Aaa bond rating, the highest rating possible, to make it cheaper to finance capital 
improvements like roads and park improvements. Seniors, including veterans and others on a fixed 

income, are most vulnerable to cost of living increases. I will make sure to continue funding Project 
Independence and Veterans programs to help the most vulnerable in the community.  
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Town of North Hempstead Council Member 
District 6 
Description:  

Council District 6 

 

Candidates (choose 1): 

Mariann Dalimonte 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 253-6611 
Campaign Web Site: 
http://www.facebook.com/dalimontefortowncouncil/?view_public_for=315596179306117 
Campaign Email: friendsofmarianndalimonte@gmail.com  

City/Town of Residence: Port Washington, NY 
Prior Civic Service: Mariann has been heavily involved in her community. She was the Co-President 
of HSAs at John Philip Sousa Elementary School and Carrie P. Weber Middle School. She was a Gala 
Committee member for the Residents for a More Beautiful Port Washington. She currently is the 
Treasurer of the Pride in Port Committee, a Board Member for SOUPerBowl and HarborFest for the Port 
Washington Chamber of Commerce, is a Port Washington Senior Citizens Board Member, and an 

Advisory Board Member of The Ed. Foundation. In recognition of her service, Mariann has received the 

Pride in Port Community Award, the Town of North Hempstead Woman's Roll of Honor, and the Port 
Washington Chamber of Commerce Appreciation Award 
Questions:  

Q: As sea levels rise and flooding and erosion become greater threats to our community, what specific 
actions will you take to address these challenges? How will you budget and ensure that our town is 
prepared to thrive in the face of these changes?  
A: Our community benefits from its beautiful coast, beaches, and parks. But those same resources are 

extremely vulnerable. In the face of the local risks brought on by climate change, it is critical that the 
Town of North Hempstead can work closely with our state and federal representatives to ensure that 
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every available resource is used to mitigate potential damage and protect our community, our 
residents, and their property. 
Q: How would you revitalize/better utilize our town’s downtown and commercial districts? What 

barriers exist to full occupancy of storefronts and what would you do to address them?  
A: Our downtown has enormous potential, but there is a disconnect as to why businesses cannot 
thrive. The first step is identifying the problem, and we can best start that discussion by bringing 
together landlords, business owners, community leaders, and local elected officials. As the next 
Councilwoman, one of my key goals would be hold regular roundtable discussions, and not only have 
those honest discussions, but work towards building consensus and finding solutions. 
Q: What is the most significant or pressing issue facing the Town of North Hempstead, and how would 

you address it?  
A: Our residents face the burden of an enormously high cost of living and rising taxes, forcing middle 
class families to either struggle or leave our community entirely. The Town Board needs to continue to 
hold the line on taxes and ensure that our community can remain not just vibrant, but affordable.  

Dina M. DeGiorgio 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 351-5808 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.votefordina.com 
Campaign Email: dina@votefordina.com 
City/Town of Residence: Port Washington 

Prior Civic Service: Councilwoman 2012 to present 
Questions:  

Q: As sea levels rise and flooding and erosion become greater threats to our community, what specific 
actions will you take to address these challenges? How will you budget and ensure that our town is 

prepared to thrive in the face of these changes?  
A: As the Councilwoman of a waterfront community, making sure that my community is adequately 
prepared to prevent, manage, and respond to storms and flooding is my highest priority. This takes on 

a heightened responsibility with the profoundly negative impact Climate Change driven severe weather 
may have on our community. One of the largest responsibilities of a locally elected official is to bring 
resources from outside your community in to confront your challenges. I have worked with 
government partners at the county, state, and federal level and with the private sector, to bring in the 
resources that we need, and I will continue to do that in the future. I will advocate for the Port 
Washington Manhasset Peninsula to receive a $10 million downtown revitalization grant from the State 
of New York. A key component of the grant is to formulate capital projects that are essential to the 
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future success and economic viability of the community, which would of course, in our case, include 
funding for flood mitigation and prevention and developing sustainable building practices and green 
infrastructure. As a public servant when Superstorm Sandy hit New York, I was deeply involved in the 

recovery efforts. I saw firsthand, how key stakeholders- local officials, federal agencies like FEMA, and 
inspired private citizens- worked together in the aftermath of the storm to rebuild our community. It is 
my hope that we do not have to face this challenge anytime soon, but I will always work to ensure 
that our town is prepared and ready in the event that we do. 
Q: How would you revitalize/better utilize our town’s downtown and commercial districts? What 
barriers exist to full occupancy of storefronts and what would you do to address them?  
A: Affordability and access to resources are the greatest barriers to re-locating or starting a business 

in Port Washington. As the councilwoman, I continue to advocate to improve and expand opportunities 
to start businesses in our town. During my tenure, I have worked directly with prospective and 
existing business owners to help them navigate the building department and to expedite their permit 
applications. However, more work needs to be done. The best way to encourage new small business 
development is to improve the business climate; and that begins with being a voice for small 
businesses, and fighting against policies imposed on us by governments- particularly at the county 

and state level, that increase the cost of doing business here and makes our property taxes some of 

the highest in the State. Obtaining the 10 million dollar downtown revitalization grant will make it 
possible to work with property owners to renovate and upgrade existing commercial space and to 
engage professionals to promote our town and to alert prospective new business owners that our 
vacant space is code compliant and “move -in” ready. This will streamline the building permit process 
and create commercial spaces that require less up-front financial investment on the part of the 
prospective tenants which will allow them to invest their capital into opening and growing their 

businesses. 
Q: What is the most significant or pressing issue facing the Town of North Hempstead, and how would 
you address it?  
A: Maintaining our quality of life and combating the ever-increasing cost of living are the most serious 
issues we face in our community. We are fortunate to live in a community that is diverse and 
beautiful, but that does not mean there isn’t room to improve. We need to invest in our Town’s 
infrastructure to decrease congestion, repair aging roads, and address a deeply concerning 

groundwater supply. We also need to encourage individuals, families, and small business owners to 
continue seeing North Hempstead as a financially attractive destination by decreasing taxes which 

would allow older residents to remain in their homes and encourage young families to establish roots 
and enjoy all that our community has to offer. It’s a lot of work, and it requires someone with the 
passion, determination, and experience to get it done. I will never stop being an advocate for our town 
by fighting to bring in the resources our community needs, working with anyone and everyone to do 
what I believe is right and best for our town. 

Gary L. Donoyan 

 
Party: LBT 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 312-8782 
City/Town of Residence: Manhasset 
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Prior Civic Service: Internship, US Attorney for Southern District of New York; President of James 
Monroe Owners Corp. (co-op); Chairman of Cub Scout Pack 101 (Manhasset); Libertarian Party 
activist and attorney; American, New York State and Nassau County Bar Associations 
Questions:  

Q: As sea levels rise and flooding and erosion become greater threats to our community, what specific 
actions will you take to address these challenges? How will you budget and ensure that our town is 
prepared to thrive in the face of these changes?  
A: Our town government is responsible for three parks (North Hempstead Beach, Manorhaven Beach, 
and Harbor Hills) and the town dock, which are adjacent to the Long Island Sound. To the extent 
flooding and erosion are, or are expected to be threats to those properties, our Parks & Recreation 
Department should be authorized to grant sponsorships to private individuals and businesses to fund 

specific efforts to prevent and ameliorate those threats. I will oppose any effort to impose carbon 
taxes.  
Q: How would you revitalize/better utilize our town’s downtown and commercial districts? What 
barriers exist to full occupancy of storefronts and what would you do to address them?  
A: I support reducing all of our taxes and regulations to the maximum practicable extent. North 

Hempstead's businesses are also harmed by our zoning laws that restrict the methods available for 

sewage and waste water disposal, and restrict the right of landowners and vehicle owners to arrange 
private parking, and I will support an effort to repeal such laws to the extent permitted by county and 
state law. Our street parking laws should also be revised to maximize convenience for businesses and 
their customers, and to collect revenue only as an incidental effect.  
Q: What is the most significant or pressing issue facing the Town of North Hempstead, and how would 
you address it?  
A: Our most significant issue is the town government's very existence. Town governments in New 

York State add an unnecessary layer of bureaucracy and expense and should be abolished. City, 
village and county governments can easily and efficiently replace all of the functions currently handled 
by the towns. The position I seek to fill, for example, should be eliminated. But until and unless that 
happens, I support the fair and efficient operation of our town’s government. 
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Town of North Hempstead Receiver of Taxes 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Charles Berman 

 
Party: DEM, WFP, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 253-6611 

Campaign Web Site: http://votecharlesberman.com 
Campaign Email: voteberman@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Roslyn Heights, NY 

Prior Civic Service: North Hempstead Receiver of Taxes, 2010-Present. Assistant to Nassau County 
Assessor, 2004-2009. Oyster Bay Deputy Town Clerk, 2000-2003. 
Questions:  

Q: What, if anything, would you do to improve the convenience and efficiency of the payment of taxes 
in the Town of North Hempstead?  
A: I am dedicated to making the tax-payment process as convenient as possible and providing our 
residents with exceptional services. I brought the Tax Office online with the Town’s 311 call system so 

we can document, research, and answer more than 25,000 telephone calls per year. I overhauled the 
tax department website and we have the most complete catalogue of property tax exemptions in the 
county. I have online bill pay with a low rate for credit card payers, informational brochures, email 
notifications, community tax collection sites, and extended hours. And most importantly, I help 
residents understand how they might lower their property taxes through my community outreach 
programs. 

Q: What is the most pressing issue facing the Office of the Receiver of Taxes and how would you 

address it?  
A: I am committed to making sure that our residents, including our veterans and seniors, get all of 
the exemptions they are entitled to under the law. In my exemptions seminar I explain the 
exemptions and how to apply and renew them. By concentrating on teaching seniors about the 
Enhanced Star we have increased the number of seniors with the exemption from 5,000 to over 
7,000. Each resident who gets this exemption saves an average of $2,000. The greatest number of 

inquiries I get are about the extremely confusing assessment system we have in Nassau County. My 
property assessment grievance seminar explains to the public not only how to file, but what's going on 
behind the scenes at the Assessment Review Commission.  
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Ron Rochester 

 
Party: REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Web Site: http://www.RonRochester.com  
Campaign Email: RonRochester2019@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Port Washington 
Questions:  

Q: What, if anything, would you do to improve the convenience and efficiency of the payment of taxes 

in the Town of North Hempstead?  
A: Fix the current antiquated North Hempstead online property tax payment system that is very 

difficult for homeowners to navigate through, and just as hard to access their tax bills and process 
payments. Taxpayers should have the ability to have their school and general taxes bills paid through 
online stored payment methods including an Autopay feature. Taxpayers should be offered a state of 
the art environmentally friendly e-Billing system that would deliver paperless property tax bills to 
residents through computers, tablets or mobile devices and offer an array of convenient payment 

options. I would call for and help automate the exemption program process. I would partner with local 
villages on joint tax collections to increase efficiency and reduce costs for taxpayers. During tax 
collection periods I would also offer extended hours, mobile and satellite collections offices and an “E-
Z-Pay” Drive-Thru payment option at the North Hempstead Receiver’s Office.  
Q: What is the most pressing issue facing the Office of the Receiver of Taxes and how would you 
address it?  
A: The rising taxes in the Town of North Hempstead and how the Nassau County Executive's error-

riddled and unfair property tax reassessment project that is a "back-door" tax hike for tens of 
thousands of North Hempstead taxpayers has exacerbated the problem. I would put the taxpayers of 
North Hempstead first. I would be an advocate for taxpayers helping residents reduce their property 
tax burden. Expand taxpayer forums to help homeowners reduce their taxes through tax challenges 

and exemption programs, assisting in getting every property tax exemption for which they are 
eligible, as well as analyzing the reassessment of their properties to determine if their property taxes 

have been increased improperly and then advocating for those taxpayers to get those taxes reduced. 
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Town of Oyster Bay Supervisor 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

James Altadonna, Jr. 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Web Site: http://jamesaltadonnajr.com/ 

Campaign Email: wintob2019@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Massapequa Park, NY 
Prior Civic Service: Mayor, Massapequa Park Town Clerk, Town of Oyster Bay 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: The Town of Oyster Bay is in serious fiscal distress, which continues to affect the quality of life for 
the taxpayers of Oyster Bay. The current administration has continued to govern with the same 
policies of convicted, corrupt politicians, Mangano and Venditto, leaving the infrastructure crumbling 
and the town headed toward bankruptcy. The absence of qualified financial management, ties into 
deep-pocketed special interest, and backroom deals makes a change in leadership critical to securing 

a healthy, stable future for the Town. It is imperative that we place primary focus on 1) Debt 
Reduction and 2) and Infrastructure Restoration and Repair and ensure we can begin to change 
policies to stop increasing long-term debt. Many residents are not aware that currently over 30% of 
tax dollars go towards paying only interest on town debt. Following decades of backwards, faulty 
practices, it will take smart, strategic leadership, and top finance experts to get the Town of Oyster 
Bay back on the right track for the long-term. Under the Altadonna administration, we will protect the 

taxpayer. We will quickly begin to reduce the debt for the long-term, reinvest in our infrastructure, 

rebuilding and repairing roads throughout all neighborhoods. Together we will set Oyster Bay on the 
right path for the future. 
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: Now more than ever, we need officials that are dedicated to the Oyster Bay community. We must 
have leadership that understands transparency in government and will protect its future. We must 
create accountability for all positions with real time tracking. We will provide new job training and 

growth opportunities, modernizing and maximizing resources at all levels. We will eliminate 
duplication, digitize and streamline processes to increase productivity and workplace satisfaction. We 
will transform communications, respond expediently to concerns and questions, and provide residents 



Town of Oyster  
 

Page 59 of 161 

 

with easy access to the information and services they deserve. We will enact policy to eliminate 
conflicts of interest between government and political party, so department commissioners have a 
priority and first allegiance to work solely for the taxpayer and are not able to serve as political 

committee leaders. I am committed to implementing term limits for elected officials to ensure for a 
continuous exchange of fresh ideas, and to prevent ongoing one-party rule as currently exists in 
Oyster Bay. Upon becoming Town Supervisor, I will immediately move the Supervisor’s office to the 
main floor, to be accessible, and promote opportunities for meaningful dialogue with residents. The 
Altadonna administration will change the way Town government operates and ensure all policy and 
processes enacted will improve quality of life and communications between the government and the 
taxpayers. 

Joseph S. Saladino 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Web Site: http://www.josephsaladino.com 
Campaign Email: joe@josephsaladino.com 

City/Town of Residence: Massapequa 
Prior Civic Service: Prior to serving as Town Supervisor, Joseph Saladino served residents in the 
New York State Assembly for six terms where he was one of the original sponsors of - and approved - 
New York State’s Property Tax Cap and STAR Rebate Checks. Mr. Saladino was a leading advocate for 
Megan’s Law, which requires law enforcement authorities to make information available to the public 
regarding registered sex offenders. He began his career in broadcast journalism as a news anchor and 

reporter with Long Island’s largest television and radio station. He also worked with a Long Island civil 
engineering firm immersed in civil construction and environmental engineering projects. A lifelong 
community volunteer, he is a 30-year member and past Kiwanis Club President, where he received the 
distinguished “Kiwanian of the Year” award. He has been named an honorary member of the 

Massapequa Fire Department Companies 4 and 6. He has spent decades serving the community as a 
volunteer, including as a member of the Lions Club, the Sons of Italy-Columbus Lodge, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and as a former Trustee of the Historical Society. He was inducted into the Massapequa 

High School Hall of Fame and the Massapequa Mustangs Hall of Fame. 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: Taxes are the top issue facing our residents. To address this, I cut property taxes. As a result, $2.6 
million is back in the pockets of homeowners rather than in the coffers of government. To save future 
generations millions of dollars, I also reduced debt by 20%. I will continue to root out wasteful 
spending and seek savings in every corner of government. Two Wall Street firms upgraded the Town 
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of Oyster Bay due to the success of my administration in rightsizing town finances. Quality of life 
issues also face our town. That is why my administration increased road repaving money by $22 
million. We have paved over 300 streets and hundreds more are on the way. We also tore down 

zombie homes to protect the quality of our neighborhoods.  
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: To improve ethics and transparency, we hired a former Federal agent to serve as Inspector 
General. He previously worked with the FBI and CIA. He will help me protect your wallet from those 
trying to defraud taxpayers. We also installed a new, meaningful and independent Board of Ethics to 
help prevent conflicts of interest. To further enhance transparency, we broadcast Town Board 
meetings on the Internet and enhanced our website to be more user friendly and accessible. My 

administration earned recognition from two non-partisan, good-government independent organizations 
(Reclaim New York and the Empire Center) for our success with enhanced transparency.  
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Town of Oyster Bay Town Clerk 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Richard L. LaMarca 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: What, if anything, would you do to improve the convenience and efficiency of the town clerk's 
office?  
A: I believe that the office needs to be streamlined so that it becomes easier and less burdensome on 

our residents to accomplish what they need to get done. Systems should be upgraded and made more 
user-friendly by implementing new technologies so that people can obtain information online and 
complete applications for such simple needs as dog licenses and parking permits in the comfort of 
their own home. Adding more services online will also reduce the bureaucracy-related costs of 
processing permits including the expense of printing and the purchase paper. I would like to see 
satellite offices opened up in locations throughout the Town in existing government buildings that 
would allow for hours on the weekend so that citizens don’t need to take time off from their jobs to 

obtain passports or beach stickers. Creating a mobile passport unit that could offer Town ID’s for 
children and senior citizens in addition to passports for all should also be considered as a matter of 
convenience. 
Q: If elected, how would you go about streamlining the operations of the town clerk's office?  
A: When elected I will work towards securing grant monies for the purpose of preserving all historical 
records by scanning and digitalizing these important documents. These archives could then be made 

available to the public online at no cost to taxpayers. These are some of the improvements I will work 

towards implementing come January 2020. While in office I will always continue to strive to find ways 
to increase efficiencies and reduce redundancies while improving service for all who live in our 
wonderful Town.  
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Rachel Klein 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: What, if anything, would you do to improve the convenience and efficiency of the town clerk's 
office?  
A: I will increase accessibility by creating a virtual Town Clerk's office. Enabling the submission of 
forms and access to public records online will not only save residents trips to Town Hall, but improve 

transparency and accountability, while reducing the need for FOIL (Freedom of Information Law) 
requests. I'd also like to bring more services out of the Clerk's office and into the community by 

partnering with senior centers, libraries, and other locations throughout the district. 
Q: If elected, how would you go about streamlining the operations of the town clerk's office?  
A: My top priority will be service to residents. I will review current forms and procedures to simplify 
and modernize as much as possible. Reducing processing times and making sure payments can be 
made easily online will help streamline the process. I will also communicate and coordinate with other 

Town Clerks on Long Island to make sure we are implementing best practices here in Oyster Bay. 
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Town of Oyster Bay Council Member 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 3): 

Erin M. Gulda 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (718) 619-0676 

Campaign Web Site: http://electeringuida.com 
Campaign Email: electeringuida@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Hicksville, Town of Oyster Bay 

Prior Civic Service: - Board of Education Policy Committee Member (current) - Board of Education 
Safety Committee Member (current) - Hicksville Council of PTAs Vice President (current) - Old Country 
Road PTA Council Delegate and Board of Education Liaison (current) - Old Country Road Elementary 
School PTA President ('16-'18) 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: It is difficult to narrow the important issues to only two, but the following are high ranking on my 

agenda: 1 - Necessary Government Reform: We need an improved and regulated procurement 
process with better oversight to ensure we are getting value for our tax dollars spent, a better 
mechanism for enhanced representation so each of our local communities can voice their unique needs 
and concerns; and we need to make sure the budget process is more open and transparent for 
residents' review. 2 - Roads: Our roadways are our arteries of life. We need a highly visible 
maintenance and roadway plan, easily accessible by all taxpayers. Details would include street 

“grades”, repaving and scheduled maintenance logs. Lastly, this should be a simplified process, via 

online or through a mobile application, to explicitly report potholes and roads in need of repair.  
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: Transparency is best fostered when residents can access and read through the information in an 
easy and accessible format and in real time. As a council member I plan to make our local government 
more transparent by holding open work sessions so residents can understand where their tax dollars 
are being spent. We need to start with long- and short-term goals, create a clear plan to achieve 

them, track the progress and communicate the results online. Council members serve as 
representatives of our community and must fairly account for the diverse needs of each community 
when making decisions. To that end, I believe our Town government, to be more efficient in meeting 
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these needs, requires Council Districts. Districts will ensure each community is advocated for and 
represented while Council persons are held accountable to the residents that elect them. I also believe 
our town government would be more efficient if we encourage constituents to be actively engaged in 

civic matters. To foster cohesion among members of the community, I will work on accessible 
outreach, including town hall meetings, offering alternative manners for residents to have their voices 
heard on many different, current platforms. 

Steven L. Labriola 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 884-6557 
Campaign Web Site: http://stevelabriola.com 
Campaign Email: weblabriola@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Massapequa/Town of Oyster Bay 
Prior Civic Service: NYS Assemblyman Town Clerk, Oyster Bay Chief Deputy Comptroller Nassau 
County 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: First, and foremost, restoring the Town’s financial health is most important to protect taxpayers. 
Financial recovery began under Supervisor Saladino’s administration two years ago. Their efforts have 
already been recognized by Moody’s Investor Services. Moody’s recognized that Oyster Bay is ‘on the 
road to healthier finances and there is now every indication that the Town’s efforts will culminate in a 
successful restoration of financial health.’ Moody’s further acknowledged the Town’s finances as being 

‘vastly improved’ and its confidence that Town ‘finances will continue to improve based on strong 
measures taken by management to reverse the past history of poor budgeting.’ The report further 
touted the administration’s ‘numerous steps to improve financial operations,’ and stated that if the 

Town remains on the same financial path through the end of 2019, ‘this would mark a major milestone 
in management’s efforts to restore fiscal strength.’ My other top priority is to maintain the suburban 
quality of life throughout the Town of Oyster Bay. We can do this by properly exercising the power of 

land-use zoning. There is a trend to build dense apartment buildings in our town by some Democrats 
and progressives. We need to strike the right balance between owner-occupied housing and rentals 
units. We must be cautious as we review each development proposal and its long-term impact upon 
the residential values in each neighborhood. Our township retains total control over zoning matters, 
and it is important to elect people, such as myself, to protect and preserve our suburban communities 
and at the same time develop alternative forms of housing for young couples and seniors on fixed 
incomes. I was involved in developing both our owner-occupied senior housing and our Next 
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Generation housing in our Town. We need to look at both of these programs for revisions to encourage 
more of these developments and incorporate them into larger projects.  
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  

A: All government officials must provide annual financial disclosures to the Board of Ethics (Town Code 
Sec. 30-22). This legal requirement is also for candidates for public office. To date, my democratic 
opponents for Town Council have not filed their legally required financial disclosures which is months 
past due. I will propose that a mandatory $1,000 fine be levied if these disclosures are not filed 30 
days after nomination. It is important to enforce the law to prevent conflicts of interest and these 
disclosures help prevent those conflicts. Recently, the Town was recognized by Reclaim New York (a 
transparency independent watchdog) and given its highest rating. Working with citizen groups like the 

League of Women Voters and Reclaim NY, I believe we can do more. I believe we can take the next 
step to utilize programs like opengov.com to make budget and spending more user-friendly for online 
users. I will explore the use of phone apps to make the experience with the Town more interactive. 
Efficiencies in government are a constant necessity; utilizing modern technologies we can make our 
workforce more efficient and more effective. I will be working with department heads to re-evaluate 
their productivity using time tracking and project management software. My degree is in pubic 

management, I know what strategies work for public employees. I have a proven record in making 

government do more with less.  

Laura L. Maier 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (518) 225-6668 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.JosephSaladino.com 
Campaign Email: laura@longislanddq.com 
City/Town of Residence: Massapequa 

Prior Civic Service: I am a member of several business organizations, including the Massapequa 
Chamber of Commerce. I believe giving back to local communities is an important role for any 
business. I continue to support many local groups such as the PTAs and schools, sport teams, Boys 

and Girl Scouts, veterans, police officers, and fire departments. I also help raise charitable funds to 
support Cohen Children’s Medical Center in New Hyde Park through the Children’s Miracle Network.  
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: High taxes is biggest obstacle for Long Island families. Although school taxes are 67% of your bill 
and the Town is only 17%, I will work to hold the line on Town taxes while delivering an honest 
government. We must continue to seek savings in every corner of our government. I will demand 
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greater efficiencies just as I do in the private sector. As a small business owner, I know what it takes 
to effectively manage employers, make operations efficient, balance the books and create jobs. This 
experience can benefit taxpayers in the Town of Oyster Bay as I believe in fiscally conservative 

budgeting practices that mandate efficiency and limit spending. I will also demand the high level of 
accountability and have zero tolerance for anyone who tries to defraud taxpayers.  
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: To reduce the tax burden, government must invest in energy-efficient products. We must convert 
all lighting fixtures in government buildings and on streets to LED. We should make sure boilers are 
energy efficient. We can also ensure all new vehicles purchases are flex-fuel and/or electric so that we 
reduce our reliance on foreign oil while also reducing our carbon footprint and saving money. 

Furthermore, we can reduce paper and printing costs by placing permit applications and tax 
bills/receipts online. Transparency is critical to ensure tax dollars are spent wisely and in good faith. 
All financial reports should we placed on the website. We can also encourage residents to participate 
in government by promoting dates and times of Board meetings and the live streaming of such 
meetings.  

Melissa McCardle 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (631) 335-8335 
Campaign Web Site: http://electmelissamccardle 
Campaign Email: electmelissamccardle@gmail.com 

City/Town of Residence: Massapequa Park 
Prior Civic Service: Board of Education Liaison for the PTA Cub Scout Assistant Pack Leader  
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  

A: The two most important issues facing the Town of Oyster Bay are: Finances tied to corruption & 
Infrastructure  
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  

A: I will be a responsive and accessible liaison for the community. I plan to conduct a real and 
thorough assessment of the state of the town and its finances. I will identify opportunities to 
streamline government, increase efficiencies and reduce government waste. I will reassess priorities 
based on constituent and community needs. I will identify ways to make the procurement process 
transparent. I will use technology to improve the state of our infrastructure and to create 
transparency about how tax dollars are being spent. -Create an APP where residents can upload 
complaints about roads and where they will receive a real-time and reasonable response time 
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provided as to when those repairs will take place -Create an online platform where proposed budgets 
can be reviewed in advance by the public prior to voting and final decision-making happens among 
board members --Create a website that reports on the procurement process  

Ned Newhouse 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (917) 747-5242 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.electNed.com 

Campaign Email: electnednewhouse@gmail.com 

City/Town of Residence: Town of Oyster Bay 
Prior Civic Service: None. I'm a 60-year-old turnaround executive that fixes damaged companies 
into successful ones. I'm running to serve and help my community that is in desperate need of honest 
and innovative leadership to tackle our everyday problems and just get it done! 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  

A: With 90,000 homeowners and $700M in town debt, that's $7500 per homeowner. THIS IS WHY 
OUR TAXES ARE SO HIGH! Debt and Patronage are the two things that continue to rob the citizens for 
a better Town of Oyster Bay from a better community. Debt! We're broke for a simple reason. 10 
years of one-party rule and the council rubber-stamping budgets has grown the debt from $280M in 
2011 to over $700M today. A lack of fiscal conservatism. The TOB bond rating it’s still one step above 
junk and we pay silly high-interest rates on all that debt. That steals our future and progress- every 
day. We need to change for good! Why are we broke? Vindetto and Saladino have put us in such a 

bind that every dollar we pay in taxes... 33 cents just goes towards paying interest and debt. That's 
why we have no money for the things that we need like roads, commuter parking, and beach 
replenishment! They have stolen our future, and we need honest people that you can trust, to undo 

this mess and never sell us out again. I will be a leader that will never not call out this town's proven 
legacy of patronage and corruption. That has been and continues to be millions of dollars of our 
money, that should be spent on US! We need new leadership to say no, innovate new solutions, find 

new vendors and reward our employees. I don't need anything from this job, I will do the right thing 
and be a fighter for our people and our community! 
Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: Build a new website that has easy to use front-page navigation! For example, finding out where 
you go on it to fill a pothole takes 10 minutes! Why don't we have an app for that- you have your 
phone with you! Put most every document online for public access. Why hide? Forensic money and 
personnel audit. It's the people's money! What resident has money to burn? It's the sworn obligation 
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to spend it properly! Let's find out where and how EVERY dollar is being spent. Let's find out what 
EVERY person that gets a check is doing or isn't doing! Once we know that, we can properly reform 
our departments, set individual and team goals, save money to work more efficiently and effectively. 

Let's start employee rewards and team goal awards! Let's be good and recognize our workers! Let's 
get this workforce a raise! They haven't gotten one in three years, yet they got their vacation pay cut 
for Saladino's two straight years of $750K exec raises! Start a 311 System. Let's treat people right 
and give them simple one number access for anything they need! Right now, there are 14 different 
departments, and the people's chore is to figure out where to go. Government works for people, not 
the other way around! Build a ticket system for a closed feedback loop. If you call, email or fill out a 
request that needs follow-up, we'll give people a ticket number. You then get an email confirming your 

request. If your request is not handled, then that number can be addressed by that dept head, so it 
doesn't happen again! Once it's fixed e.g. a pothole, you get an email that the work was completed! 
This builds accountability into the system for the people's needs! I will hold quarterly Town Halls 
outside of Town Hall. I'm not some figurehead. I want this job to serve! Can I solve every problem 
NO. But I want to understand what your problem is, do something about it, get you to the right 
person, or work on it. We need a dramatic change to save our community! I will be a public servant. 

Howard Rabin 

 
Party: LBT 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 428-2286 
Campaign Web Site: http://facebook.com/electrabin2019 

Campaign Email: hrabin@msn.com 
City/Town of Residence: Plainview/Town of Oyster Bay 
Prior Civic Service: Prior Wrestling Coach for 9 years for Plainview PAL, past Volunteer for Boy 
Scouts of America, Officer and member of several local Religious organizations including past 

President of Congregation Shaarei Zedek of Hicksville, House Chairman of Mikveh Association of Long 
Island and member of security committee at the Young Israel of Plainview. 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: 1. Ending corruption manifested and created by centralized power in the hands of one party 
combined with ending a system where votes are bought for the ruling fiefdom through patronage jobs 
given to friends and relatives or people friendly to that party. 2. Reducing housing and building 
department regulations in the Town in the form of fees and penalties which are used as a fundraiser 
for the town in addition to Real Estate Taxes in order to provide a false impression that taxes are not 
being raised. 
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Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: As an outsider to the current Town of Oyster Bay Government, I intend to keep local citizens aware 
of decisions made (even those kept secret by fiat made, by members of government behind closed 

doors) that impact on issues pertaining to how funds for the Town budget are collected and spent. As 
an experienced lawyer, private businessperson and real estate investor I am well suited to ask 
questions and carefully examine our budget to determine the need for services which perhaps should 
not be taken from government coffers funded by our taxpayer.  

Vicki A. Walsh 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (347) 583-0414 

Campaign Web Site: http://Vickiwalsh2019.com 
City/Town of Residence: East Norwich, Town of Oyster Bay 
Prior Civic Service: NONE 
Questions:  

Q: What do you consider are the most important two issues facing the town at this time?  
A: Taxes and Quality of Life. As a mother of three teenagers, taxes and the cost of living here is the 
most important concern. It scares me to think that one day they will not be able to live here in our 

great town that offers so much. We must continue to find ways to reduce the cost of government, 
control property taxes and make our State, County and Town affordable. As a realtor, the first 
question that is asked by perspective buyers is simply what the taxes are. All too often people love the 
home and community but just cannot pay the high cost of the property taxes. As a member of the 
Town Board I will always look at ways to reduce the cost of government and making home ownership 
more viable for our next generation, our future. On quality of life we must do more to stop illegal 
housing that is burdening our communities. The illegal housing problem must be dealt with. From 

increased garbage and vehicle traffic this problem has caused neighborhoods to call for action and I 
plan on doing just that. The Town of Oyster Bay is one of the most desirable places to live and raise a 

family. From the North Shore to the South and every community in between my goal is simple. Listen 
to them, each community has its needs and each community is unique. I want to be that voice. As a 
PTA volunteer, religion instructor and as an active community leader I understand what it takes to put 
people together and to solve problems. I have learned from these roles and look forward to bringing 
this community activist role to the Town of Oyster Bay 

Q: What do you plan to do to make our town government more transparent and efficient?  
A: As I said earlier as a community leader, I have always believed in being visible. That is what 
transparency is all about. Talking to people, telling them what is going on and having an open-door 
policy. Each member of the Town Board has to tb their own person, unafraid to say when something is 
wrong and most open to be open to the public. From having Board Meetings online, providing proper 
and timeliness agendas is crucial to earning the public’s trust. When I mentioned taxes as being the 

single most important issue having an efficient government makes that all possible. We must look at 
ways to better provide services. To listen to people in what is important. From each department and 
commissioner and staff many of them have ideas on how to be more efficient and save taxpayers 
money. Listen and learn what best practices other towns have found that work well. I truly believe 
partnering with other towns on purchasing will go a long way to save money and see work get done 

more efficiently.  
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Town of Oyster Bay Receiver of Taxes 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

George Hignell 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 286-1776 

Campaign Web Site: http://electgeorgehignell2019 
Campaign Email: electgeorgehignell2019@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Bethpage NY 

Prior Civic Service: None 
Questions:  

Q: What, if anything, would you do to improve the convenience and efficiency of the payment of 
taxes?  
A: I would incorporate online payment services like PayPal, Venmo, Zelle, etc.  
Q: What is the most pressing issue facing the Office of the Receiver of Taxes and how would you 
address it?  

A: The Dept needs a more human face and more means of taxpayer interface/communication. Special 
care must be afforded to the Elderly and Veterans so that they may enjoy the homes they've worked 
so hard to own and not risk losing them due to miscommunication.  
Q: If elected, how would you go about streamlining the operations of that department?  
A: I will first have to understand everyone's duties and abilities. It’s basically an Accounting Dept. that 
provides the revenue to keep the Town of Oyster Bay, School Districts, etc. running. If it’s like most 

other Depts in the Town of Oyster Bay nepotism may be an issue. That will be routed out in time.  
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James P. Pravato 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Email: jeffrey.pravato@aol.com 
City/Town of Residence: Massapequa Park 
Prior Civic Service: Jeff Pravato is a member of the Sons of Italy, past president of the Lions Club 
and congregant of the Midway Jewish Center in Plainview. Jeff volunteers his time to the Schechter 
School of Long Island where he serves on the finance committee. 
Questions:  

Q: What, if anything, would you do to improve the convenience and efficiency of the payment of 

taxes?  
A: As your next Oyster Bay Tax Receiver, I will create E-Bills and E-Receipts to reduce taxpayer costs 
and ensure your payment online. I will also expand the number of locations - without raising overhead 
expenses - in which you can make tax payments. Right now, cash and credit card payments are only 
accepted at Town Hall North in Oyster Bay. They are not accepted at Town Hall South in Massapequa.  

Q: What is the most pressing issue facing the Office of the Receiver of Taxes and how would you 
address it?  
A: High property taxes is the most pressing issue facing all homeowners. As your next Tax Receiver, I 
will provide free help with challenging your property tax assessment from Nassau County. I will 
provide free tax exemption workshops for seniors, families, veterans and first responders. I will also 
work to reduce costs for taxpayers by transitioning from a paper system to e-bills and e-receipts. 
Q: If elected, how would you go about streamlining the operations of that department?  

A: As your next Tax Receiver, I will conduct a top-down review of all expenses and seek taxpayer 
savings in every corner of the office. We will also create E-Bills and E-Receipts to reduce taxpayer 
costs and ensure your payment online. I will also expand the number of locations - without raising 
overhead expenses - in which you can make tax payments. Right now, cash and credit card payments 

are only accepted at Town Hall North in Oyster Bay. They are not accepted at Town Hall South in 
Massapequa.
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Nassau County Legislature District 1 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Kevan Abrahams 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Web Site: http://Facebook.com/kevanabrahams 
Campaign Email: Kevan@kevanabrahams.com 
City/Town of Residence: Freeport 
Prior Civic Service: Incumbent 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  

A: As a County Legislator I have always sought opportunities to grow the tax base which lessens the 
burden for other taxpayers. Second, we should always look to reassess properties to ensure every 
property is paying its fair share.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5 - Most Important  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: I plan to and continue community meetings. I have always felt we will bring County Government to 
the residents and not vice versa.  

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I will continue to propose more evening meetings and enhanced live streaming which allows the 
public to ask questions via social media.  
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Cherice P. Vanderhall 

 
Party: REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 298-4011 
Campaign Email: cpvanderhall@hotmail 
City/Town of Residence: Baldwin, NY 
Prior Civic Service: Village Attorney, Incorporated Village of Hempstead 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: I would facilitate and urge shared service agreements between the County, Towns, and Villages, 
and encourage the same between incorporated villages and school districts where applicable. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 

levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5 - I would increase education about climate change in communities and explore hydroponic 
farming as a food option. In addition, I would support legislation to ban certain plastics and encourage 
a movement for municipalities to move to paperless systems where applicable. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: I would increase access to government offices by allowing residents to submit inquiries and make 

suggestions online. Many residents are unable to attend public meetings due to personal obligations, 
but we can bring government a step closer to them by providing them the opportunity to comment or 
make inquiries when questions arise any time during the day or night and receive a response from an 

officials office within 48 hours. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: My role in insuring transparency is ensuring that all residents are aware of what our ethics rules 

and standards are and provide a mechanism for residents to obtain copies of contracts online, so they 
have access to them for review at any time. 
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Nassau County Legislature District 2 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Siela Bynoe 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 721-4562 

Campaign Email: s.bynoe@icloud.com 
City/Town of Residence: Westbury, N.Y. 
Prior Civic Service: Westbury School Board (2010-2014) Commissioner, Town of North Hempstead 

Housing Authority (2008-2014)  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: I would work to expand Nassau County's tax base by encouraging businesses to relocate, expand 
and grow here on Long Island. Furthermore, I will work to promote investments in downtown 
infrastructure for the benefit of local small business owners that drive economic development in our 

communities. Finally, I would also encourage smart mixed-use development of underutilized parcels 
and especially government-owned properties where tax revenue is not currently being generated. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: Five. I strongly support incorporating green energy sources, such as solar power, into our County's 

real estate portfolio where appropriate and switching where feasible to electric, alternative fuel and 

fuel-efficient vehicles in the County fleet. Furthermore, I believe that the County should continue to 
seek legislative solutions that reduce our reliance on wasteful single-use products made of Styrofoam, 
plastic and paper. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: I will use all forms of communication - including social media - to directly communicate with 

constituents on important quality of life and legislative issues. In addition, I will continue to attend 
meetings held by civic associations, community-based groups and faith-based organizations to 
communicate with residents and gather their input about proposed county initiatives. 
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Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: During this term of the Legislature, I introduced and secured passage of legislation that requires all 
updates to contract disclosure forms to be made in writing so that we can properly scrutinize 

prospective contractors. To promote accurate and fiscally responsible budgeting practices, I also 
supported a proposal introduce by my colleagues that requires the maximum cost of any contract to 
be clearly quantified when it is presented to the Legislature. Finally, at the end of 2017, I voted with 
my colleagues following several years of advocacy to create the independent Office of the Inspector 
General to provide essential oversight to our contracting and procurement processes. I will continue to 
propose and advocate for similar legislative initiatives that ensure that our government works 
efficiently and ethically for the people of Nassau County. 

Gerilyn S. Wright 
Party: REP 
Biographical Info:  

City/Town of Residence: West Hempstead 
Prior Civic Service: Treasurer of the IDA (Industrial Development Board). Town of Hempstead 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: Support local business growth on Long Island to create additional tax base and place less 
dependence on individual property tax. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 

levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: I would give this issue a 5 especially on Long Island. There have been many improvements, but 
more work and effort is necessary. As we saw with Hurricane Sandy, we must remain very aware that 
we live on an island. Our South shore is especially vulnerable. Continued drainage improvement and 
implementation of structures to reduce flooding and beach erosion must remain a continued 
investment, as well as the education of the residence of long Island to be mindful of our environment 

and make effort to reduce our carbon footprint. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  

A: Through community surveys and sub-committees increase constituent involvement in an effort to 
truly hear the voices of the community.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: Strive to make myself available and transparent to questions concerning my position. I believe that 

communication flows two best in both directions communication is key. When opportunities are 
present and appropriate (Town Halls, meet and greet), I am open to and invite feedback.  
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Nassau County Legislature District 3 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Carrie Solages 

 
Party: DEM, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 218-3270 

Campaign Web Site: http://www.friendsofcarriesolages.com 
Campaign Email: carrie.solages@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Valley Stream  

Prior Civic Service: Nassau County Commission on Human Rights  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: One way that I have and will continue to focus on how to reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents is by making sure that the hundreds of millions of dollars that is spent by 
Nassau County Government is not subject to waste fraud and abuse. As a Legislator, I questioned 

contracts under the Mangano Administration that went to politically connected firms. As a result, I 
advocated for the creation of the Inspector General’s Office which is responsible for investigating our 
procurement process to make sure contracts are not the result of waste, fraud and abuse. I advocated 
for and followed through in the selection and hiring of an inspector general that takes a close look and 
thoroughly vets’ contracts that are worth millions of Nassau Taxpayers funding. I will continue to 
question and review contracts that do not make sense for Nassau real estate Taxpayers. I have also 

advocated for my constituents by promoting attorneys providing pro bono services in helping 

taxpayers receive free tax grievance application processing. Despite being one of the first Legislators 
to record and post on YouTube tax grievance workshops, I went and will continue to go above and 
beyond for my constituents by connecting them to attorneys and other professionals who will process 
the tax grievance applications for them for free. And the third way I will help reduce the real estate 
tax burden on Nassau County Residents is by promoting new development projects that will increase 
the opportunity for the county to receive sales tax and revenue. I voted for the redevelopment of the 

Nassau Coliseum. We must create additional centers of commerce and trade. For example, when I first 
ran for office, I envisioned a biomedical center at the center of the County, the Nassau Coliseum. I 
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described this in my debates with my predecessor. I am glad to see that the Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Nassau allows patients in Nassau County and eastern Queens to rec 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: I consider Climate Change to be a very important issue and I specifically think that it is a 5 in 
terms of importance to me personally and as a Legislator. We all have an impact on the climate and 
environment through the policy decisions and the personal decisions we all support or do not support. 
Our decisions will have a direct impact on future generations. If we do not act in the best interests of 
the climate and environment, I fear that this world will be worse off for my children and other young 

people. I have and will continue to take steps like the actions described below to address this issue. I 
supported the Ban in Nassau County for Expanded Polystyrene usage by restaurants. There are 
approximately 4000 restaurants that use this type of packaging in their food services and by banning 
this product that has a very long carbon footprint or afterlife usage, it will drastically reduce that type 
of non-recyclable item in our landfills that commonly pollute our water supply. I also advocated for 
and worked with state leaders and worked with community leaders in the creation of a multi-million-

dollar sustainable infrastructure investment in Millbrook South Valley Stream. I was serving as a 

Legislator during Super Storm Sandy and during its aftermath and saw firsthand the destruction and 
damage it did to areas in my district next to bodies of water. Along with the multimillion-dollar County 
bulkhead project that I secured funding for in Inwood, these investments will enhance our region's 
storm resiliency. I will continue to support projects like this that protect us and address climate 
change.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 

County?  
A: I am working hard to make sure that Nassau County elects a Democratic majority in this year's 
county-wide elections. If we gain a Democratic majority and with the support of my colleagues in the 
majority, I will initiate and support good government legislation that will promote resident 
involvement. For example, I would like to see Participatory budgeting come to Nassau County. In NYC, 
where the NYC Council incorporates this practice which allows residents to vote on which 
infrastructure projects will be funded by their Council member’s budget allocation by up to $1 million. 

I have also and will continue to promote the translation of governmental notices in multiple languages. 
Because the District that I represent is very diverse, I will advocate to see that governmental 

information is provided for in Ballots will be available in English, Bengali, Creole and Spanish, Urdu, 
and more.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I recently voted for legislation that requires vendors applying for contracts with the county to 
provided updated background information in writing. This is important because as a Legislator, I must 

continue to serve as a checks and balance on the County's finances. The old practice allowed 
disclosure forms that were as old as six months old to potentially be missing conflict of interest 
information or other important issues that we were not aware of when voting on contracts. The 
creation and empowerment of an Inspector General's office that is described above is also an example 
that ensures transparency.  
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Nathan Wein 

 
Party: REP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 417-0046 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.wein2019.com 
Campaign Email: nathanwein3@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Inwood 
Prior Civic Service: Built tables for single mothers Helped restore a destroyed synagogue Served as 

a mentor to troubled teens 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: We need to get rid of political patronage appointments; just because you are elected it doesn’t 
mean your buddy should get a job. We also need to make sure every department is running efficiently 
and is motivated to cut costs. To that end, we will eliminate duplicative titles, make departments more 

goal-oriented, implement best practices strategy plans, and have the commissioner cut costs by 5% in 
a way that doesn’t impact quality or services. There is also no reason our government cannot create 
policies that will encourage small and large business owners to open up here in Nassau. We can create 
a lower tax environment, better infrastructure, and workforce housing in order to create new tax 
revenue without raising anyone’s existing rate. We also need to get rid of NIFA within the next two 
years. Nassau County should not have a financial control board preventing us from being fiscally 
responsible. Just recently NIFA spent $125,000 of taxpayer money to hire a law firm that the Nassau 

County Legislature has rejected for being too expensive. NIFA is openly ignoring the will of the 
representatives of Nassau County residents and this is not only undemocratic but un-American.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 

levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: As a Nassau County legislator, I would impanel a group of experts to issue a report concerning 

specific ramifications of climate change on the county, with special attention being focused on coastal 
areas. This group would also be tasked with issuing recommendations based on their findings. We 
need to be proactive and not reactive, which means that we need to know this information before it 
occurs. We need to prepare for these scenarios before they occur, not after. Based on the findings we 
can take immediate action to prevent damage to residents and ecological harm.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
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A: I will actually listen. After listening, I will do what I was elected to do - fight for the will of the 
people that I represent. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  

A: Organize a clearer website with summaries of every bill or matter the legislature considers so that 
it can be easily viewable by any person in Nassau County. At every step of the process, I would be 
open and transparent because that's what a representative is supposed to be. 
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Nassau County Legislature District 4 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Denise A. Ford 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 281-4839 

Campaign Email: daford36@aol.com 
City/Town of Residence: Long Beach 
Prior Civic Service: none 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: I would work with our state representatives to stop or curtail the unfunded state mandates. While 
Nassau send more tax dollars to New York State than it gets back, we must work to have that 
changed. We need to look for other opportunities for revenue generation such as increase revenue 
from sales tax, grants for necessary projects and attracting businesses to invest in our communities 

Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: I consider climate change a 5. I have supported capital projects that help with drainage on our local 
streets. I have supported and advocated for the diversion of the Bay Park Sewage Effluence to the 
Cedar Creek outflow. I join in support of the Army Corps study to determine a solution to the flooding 

in our western bays which can protect many south shore communities 

Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: I have always enjoyed the interaction that I have had with the constituents in my district. I try to 
make sure they are aware of what is happening in their neighborhood and have always been open to 
their suggestions and comments. some initiatives that have been passed in the Legislature have been 
as a result of a constituent.  

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
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A: I have supported the hiring of the Inspector General and increased oversight on contracts and 
procurements. I support putting these, the budget and any other legislation on the Nassau County 
website so it is more accessible to the public.  

Jeffrey Saxon 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Web Site: http://saxonfornassau.com 
Campaign Email: jeff@saxonfornassau.com 

City/Town of Residence: Long Beach 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: First and foremost, I will work to end the Culture of Corruption in Nassau County. That costs the 
taxpayers millions in stolen funds. I will support the consolidation of government services between 
different levels of government. The massive, numerous bureaucracies are a waste of tax dollars. We 

must complete the fixing of the broken Nassau County assessment system that has had an 
indispensable role assessment roll and has cost taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars. We must 
encourage building new housing that is both affordable and in desirable locations, with proximity to 
both transit options and walkable downtowns with retail and dining options. This will keep people on 
Long Island and grow the tax revenue base, thereby decreasing the tax burden on current 
homeowners. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: Absolutely a 5 out of 5. We are now at a crossroads in which combating climate change, to promote 

a healthy and sustainable planet, is the pivotal challenge of our generation. Based on the failure of the 
federal government to implement appropriate policy, state and local governments must step in to fill 
the void. The necessity to implement meaningful legislation to combat climate change is a primary 

motivating factor to run for public office. Any serious attempt to mitigate the effects of climate change 
must address carbon emissions. Sustainable, clean energy is the future, and Nassau County must not 
be left behind as the world moves in the direction of renewable energy. In addition to environmental 
protection, the renewable energy industry can bring additional jobs to Nassau. I support adopting 
green energy standards for public and private industry, incentivizing renewable industries, and 
removing government impediments for private transformation. 
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Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: Ballot initiatives are a great way to get residents involved in the decision-making process of local 

government. In turn, this also helps to return power to voters by keeping decisions on important 
topics out of the hands of politicians and away from special interest money. I am very pleased that we 
now have early voting across New York State. This will be a major benefit to ensure that all residents 
are able to vote in case they have a conflict on Election Day. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: One of the great benefits of the internet and social media is easy and cheap conveyance of 
information to the public. It must be the goal of Nassau County to keep the public informed with easy 

to navigate websites. This should include more than just data dumps of government records. 
Important information must be made available in formats that are easy to access. Residents should be 
able to sign up to receive information, such as email newsletters, that can quickly and easily inform 
the public of important information they need to stay informed.  
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Nassau County Legislature District 5 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Debra Mule 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 668-1615 

Campaign Web Site: http://www.facebook.com/debraforld5/ 
Campaign Email: debraforLD5@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Freeport, N.Y. (Incorporated Village within the Town of Hempstead) 

Prior Civic Service: Freeport Village Board, Trustee (2015-2017) Freeport Board of Education, 
President, Vice President + Trustee (2006-2015) 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: I am a strong supporter of the County Executive's efforts to complete the long-overdue 
reassessment of Nassau's residential properties. This will make our tax rolls more accurate, equitable 

and defensible to challenges. By unfreezing the tax rolls and reassessing properties, the County has 
taken itself out of the position of having to effectuate mass settlements of tax grievances and borrow 
millions of dollars to pay refunds as was necessary during the years of frozen, indefensible and 
inaccurate rolls. Furthermore, I am committed to remaining a vigilant observer and analyst of County 
spending to eliminate waste, fraud and abuse at every opportunity. Rigorous oversight and internal 
controls are essential, as illustrated by the latest error discovered in the County's sewer tax rate 

allocation (https://www.newsday.com/long-island/politics/curran-sewer-district-overcharge-

1.36284605) to ensure that taxpayers pay only their fair share.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: Five. As a resident and representative of a south shore community, I know firsthand the effects of 
climate change on Long Island. We experienced those impacts most directly in 2012 when Superstorm 

Sandy devastated many south shore communities. As a legislator, I have been a consistent advocate 
for proposals that are designed to promote sustainable lifestyles, such as banning Styrofoam products 
and single-use paper and plastic bags. In addition, I will support vital infrastructure investments that 
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reduce our reliance on fossil fuels. Once presented to the Legislature, I will also advocate for the 
implementation of upgrades recommended by the Army Corps of Engineers to protect south-shore 
communities from flooding and rising sea levels.  

Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: I have the privilege of representing a community that includes a large Hispanic population. Among 
those constituents, there are many who speak little or no English. To ensure their needs are met, I 
hired a full-time Legislative Aide who is fluent in Spanish to assist those residents when they reach out 
to our office. In addition, my office has spearheaded several community forums that are tailored to 
the specific needs of my Hispanic constituents and have translated a number of general-interest 

forums for Spanish-speaking audiences.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I support the current County Executive, Comptroller and Minority Caucus' ongoing efforts to bolster 
transparency. Those initiatives, including the Open Checkbook program, the ongoing nepotism audit, 
enhancing financial disclosure by elected officials, and efforts to reinvigorate the County's Board of 
Ethics and the creation of the office of the Independent Inspector General to oversee our procurement 

are essential improvements.  

Danial A. Salamone 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 353-9157 

Campaign Email: Voteforsalamone@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Baldwin 
Prior Civic Service: Town of Hempstead Department of Sanitation 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: First, residents of Nassau County should have the right to choose whether or not the County 

Assessor is an elected or appointed. I believe an elected Assessor would be more accountable to 
taxpayers. Also, I am an advocate of state legislation that would give Nassau’s senior citizens the 
same income eligibility limits for senior citizen property tax exemptions that have been granted to 
New York City’s seniors. As a result of state legislation, New York City senior citizens are allowed to 
have higher income levels and still qualify for the senior citizens exemption. It is unfair that residents 
that live blocks apart from one another on the Queens border are subject to different income limits 
when it comes to qualifying for property tax exemptions. Finally, I believe that New York State should 
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pass legislation to fund immediate tax relief for homeowners who are receiving assessment reductions 
under the county executive’s reassessment. In specific, it is not fair that those who have been over 
assessed for years would continue to overpay for 5 more years under the County Executive’s five -

year phase in of new assessments. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: While I believe that the primary responsibility of the County Legislature is to ensure that the best 
municipal services are provided at the lowest possible cost, I am committed to doing everything 
possible to combat climate change. It is a very serious issue…I rate it as a number 5. Working with 

localities, we can put building codes in place that would require greater energy efficiency and 
renewable energy sources. This policy would reduce our local carbon footprint, a contributor to climate 
change. What’s more, the County needs to work with private and public partners to ensure the 
construction of renewable power sources. Lastly, educational programs for our youth can help break a 
cycle of excessive energy consumption. I think that Nassau County should follow Kate Murray’s 
example that she established during her tenure as Supervisor. She oversaw the construction of Long 

Island’s only renewable energy park and she oversaw the dramatic expansion of renewable energy 

sources at government facilities. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: As residents of Nassau County it is not only our right to be involved in the decision-making process 
of our lawmakers, but it is our civic duty as well. As County Legislator, I would like to see the 
implementation of technology that would provide for remote participation of the public in government 

meetings. Facebook town halls and telephonic town halls come to mind. What’s more, I would like to 
explore the possibility of hosting some legislative meetings at satellite locations. Outreach to 
community groups, civic associations and educational institutions are other initiatives that we could 
pursue to increase public participation in the governmental process. I would make it my mission to 
involve as many constituents in the legislative process as possible. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: As a public servant working for the people of Nassau County nothing is more important to me than 

transparency and ethics in Government. First, I will make certain that elected officials’ voting records 
are open and easily accessible to constituents. I would like to see to it that all elected officials and 

commissioners have their financial disclosures posted online for the public to review. I would also like 
Nassau to model its bidding process after New York City’s, ensuring that the entire bidding and 
proposal process for government contracts include online display of applications, financial records and 
disclosure statements on the part of bidders and applicants. I also believe there should be a “plain 
language” County Budget, including clear and concise narratives. Currently, the county budget is not 

accommodate ease of use by readers.  
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Nassau County Legislature District 6 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Laura Burns 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 308-1249 

Campaign Web Site: http://burnsforld6.com 
Campaign Email: lauraburnsld6@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Rockville Centre 

Prior Civic Service: Communications Lead for Moms Demand Action NY 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: We pay a lot in taxes. I want to ensure that our quality of life matches what we pay. If elected, I 
will fight for assessments that are fair and accurate, as well as fighting to root out the corruption in 
Nassau County that costs the taxpayers millions of dollars a year for no-show jobs for political cronies. 

Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5. Climate change is about the future we want for our children—one with clean water, healthy 
ecosystems, and a reduced carbon footprint. We saw how vulnerable Long Island was to extreme 
weather after Superstorm Sandy and we must do better with preserving our vulnerable environment. 

Nassau County should look into banning plastic straws and should implement the paper bag fee 

passed by the State to promote the use of reusable bags. I will advocate for clean energy projects, 
incentives for households and developments to upgrade to renewable energy and work to create 
better building standards. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: As a gun violence prevention activist, I’ve seen first-hand how essential community members are in 

the policy-making process. Not only do I plan on holding monthly town halls when in office, but I also 
hope to have roundtables and meetings on a wide array of issues with the players and activists who 
best know their communities.  
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Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: Nassau County government must become more responsive and more transparent. That means 
making voting records available and make legislative meeting minutes easier to read and understand. 

As Legislator, I promise to make myself and my staff as accessible to our constituents as possible. 

C. William Gaylor 

 
Party: REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Email: FriendsToElectWilliamGaylor@gmail.com 

City/Town of Residence: Lynbrook 

Prior Civic Service: Legal Counsel, Lynbrook Chamber of Commerce - President, Hofstra George M. 
Estabrook Alumni Association - Judge Advocate, Lynbrook American Legion Post 335 Judge Advocate, 
Robert F. Garrison VFW Post 3350, East Rockaway  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  

A: Taxes, affordability, infrastructure and public safety are top priorities that must continue to be 
addressed. Nassau County must find efficient solutions, control costs, identify new revenue sources 
and grant opportunities if it’s to continue to hold the line on property taxes. I will continue to hold the 
line on property taxes and not vote for property tax increases. To do so, it is my intention to work 
collaboratively with all stakeholders to actively pursue these goals. It is important to encourage 
additional economic activity, foster economic growth and support projects that increase the tax base 
and bring new tax revenues into Nassau County. It is my intention to continue to support development 

projects such as the Nassau HUB that attract new businesses and enlarge the overall tax base. As 
Legislator, I have supported and will continue to support the capital spending necessary to maintain 
and repair our roads, beautify our parks and maintain our buildings. 

Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  

A: As Legislator I have introduced two major environmental initiatives that will promote energy 
efficiency and sustainable development, top priorities. Local Law 16-2018 created the Sustainable 
Energy Loan Program. This program will provide property assessed clean energy financing to 
commercial property owners for the installation of renewable energy systems and energy efficiency 
improvements. Nassau County businesses will be able to access low cost financing for the installation 
of solar energy systems, energy efficient boilers, windows, lights, insulation and other energy 
efficiency initiatives that help reduce business expenses, utilize less energy and reduce emissions. I 
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was also proud to introduce Local Law 12-2019 to require that Nassau County incorporate into its 
capital planning process the strategic planning of environmental infrastructure projects including solar 
power development and the introduction of an electric vehicle fleet and charging stations throughout 

Nassau County.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: I have always and will continue to actively engage my constituents on matters of County 
government and am very active in the communities I represent. Reassessment Town halls have been 
a necessary and important part of increasing resident awareness and answering the many questions 
concerned taxpayers have. My town hall meetings provide a great interaction with my constituents 

while providing information regarding roads, crime, taxes, veteran’s issues, etc. Over the last term, 
this Legislature has proactively held hearings, invited the public to speak on important governmental 
issues including environmental contamination, public safety including crossing guards, police staffing, 
ambulances, opioids, the 911 Call Center and police precincts, the Nassau County HUB, the Nassau 
County Correctional Center, marijuana legalization, contractor fraud, Minority Affairs, Superstorm 
Sandy recovery and have held multiple hearings both in Mineola and our Legislative districts on tax 

assessments. 

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I have and will continue to support legislation to increase transparency and accountability. There is 
no better example of a lack of transparency than the recent reassessment conducted by the Dept. of 
Assessment. To combat this, I have sponsored legislation to require tax impact notifications be mailed 
to every homeowner to provide additional information as to how the County Executive’s reassessment 
will impact their tax bills, to require the disclosure of the complete assessment algorithm used by the 

Dept. of Assessment to determine residents’ assessments, require the Dept. of Assessment to answer 
phone calls and to force the County Assessor to hold public hearings on the future issuances of the 
Tax Assessment Roll. I voted to require the mailing of offers made by ARC to all homeowners that 
have represented themselves in the grievance of their assessment. Where a lack of transparency has 
been identified, it is my intention to hold public hearings and support legislation to combat it. 
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Nassau County Legislature District 7 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Howard J. Kopel 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 837-6103 

Campaign Email: hkopel@optonline.net 
City/Town of Residence: Lawrence, N.Y. 
Prior Civic Service: Local Civic and charitable organizations, including Board Member of Valley 

Stream Chamber of Commerce and Community Chest of the South Shore  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: I am opposed to the so called "County Guarantee, " a mandate imposed by the state that accounts 
for the great majority of Nassau County debt. I voted to repeal it on the local level, and I will continue 
to advocate with state legislators for its repeal. We must hold the line on taxes and be smarter with 

current County resources, while always searching for new revenues that will not burden property 
owners. In connection with the above two items, we must create an environment that will draw in new 
businesses and residents to share our burdens, as well as our great suburban way of life.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  

A: I am continually working in my Legislative District to preserve open space that serve critical 

purposes for rain absorption. At the same time, it is only prudent to use energy sources whenever 
possible that will not contribute to pollution. With current technology, we must continue and expand 
the use of abundant American natural gas to assure our homes and business of uninterrupted energy 
when wind and solar are not available. The gas would, in these cases, displace much dirtier oil. I will 
continue to support local laws and programs that encourage the use of renewable and sustainable 
energy whenever reasonably possible.  

Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
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A: I conduct "Town Hall" meeting throughout my District on a continual basis. I have also, and will 
continue, to encourage citizen participation in hearings whenever an issue of substance is considered 
by the Legislature. I also always encourage my constituents to stay in close touch and inform me of 

their views on all matters that concern them. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I have always supported transparency in government. One example of this has been my advocacy 
of repeal of the County Guarantee, which hides from the public where their money is being taxed and 
spent. Another, more recent issue is the troubled reassessment of real estate values now being 
conducted by the County. Decisions are made out of the public eye by officials, such as the Assessor, 
that are unaccountable to the electorate, I sponsored legislation, including a bill to ask the public 

whether the Assessor should be an accountable, elected official. Unfortunately, I have not heard any 
support of this by my opponent. I will continue to engage my constituents on these, and other issues 
where there is any possibility of increasing the transparency of government. 

Debra Siegel 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Web Site: http://faceboook/@debrasiegel4nassauleg 
Campaign Email: debrasiegel4nassauleg@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Rockville Centre 
Prior Civic Service: Served on the PTA in the Rockville Centre UFSD for over 15 years. Served as the 
representative for RVC UFSD Drug, Alcohol and Violence Prevention Task Force Served as the 

legislative representative at South Side Middle and High Schools. Served as PTA Council member 
Raising Voices USA, founding and active member. Indivisible RVC, active member. 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 

Nassau County residents?  
A: To help reduce the real estate tax burden on Nassau County residents we must no longer stall 
efforts of County Executive Laura Curran regarding the implementation of the re-assessment. For over 

8-year years, under the Mangano Administration, failure to implement a fair re-assessment has left 
Nassau County residents with a broken system. We need to undo the inequity caused by the frozen 
assessment rolls in order to protect residents from extreme increases in tax burden. Additionally, we 
need to further create smart business to revitalize downtown areas in order to increase revenue for 
Nassau County to help reduce the real estate tax burden on Nassau County residents. 
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Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  

A: I consider the issue of climate change to be a 5, of the utmost importance. It is essential to the 
well-being of Nassau County to protect our natural barriers so that we never have to experience 
another Superstorm Sandy situation that far too many residents and businesses are still recovering 
from. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: As Legislator, I would increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 

County by holding public forums at such venues as local libraries to apprise residents of local issues 
and have an open microphone question and answer opportunity to get community input and opinion. 
Another way of increasing resident involvement and opinion is by polling regarding important topics 
and legislation. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: To ensure more transparency I would fully support County Executive Laura Curran's current efforts 

to root out corruption and announce any and all aspects of County efforts on the government website 

for all to access. I would also further support efforts such as those made by County Comptroller Jack 
Schnirman for residents to view online exactly how the county spends its money. We must continue 
these efforts to ensure that money spent, is money well spent, and not money overspent as in the 
past due to cronyism by the political machine, rather than money spent on the most qualified.  
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Nassau County Legislature District 8 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Barbara Hafner 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 286-1609 

Campaign Email: barbarahafner4nassauleg@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: West Hempstead 
Prior Civic Service: President of the West Hempstead Education Association, Serve on the NYSUT 

Board of Directors, Long Island Federation of Labor Executive Board, West Hempstead Chamber of 
Commerce Board, Women's committee for both NYSUT and the Long Island Federation of Labor 
A.L.L.O.W., Past West Hempstead PTA President, West Hempstead Cub Scout Leader, past President 
of the Garden City Nursery School 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  

A: 1. I would exam our assessment plan which is now in place. Is it easily understood by the 
residents? Is it working? If yes, let's educate the residents of its success. If not, what needs to be 
done to improve the process. 2. Improve economic development - how can we build our downtown 
areas to attract businesses and residents. The 5 Boroughs should not be the only places people what 
to move to. By bringing in businesses and residents, our tax burden will be lessened and spread 
among the commercial and residential taxpayers. 3. Public Transportation needs to be improved. 

Young people are choosing or cannot afford to purchase, or lease automobiles and Seniors are 

choosing to no longer drive. We need to give everyone the ability to travel around Nassau County 
easily and quickly.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5-climate change is a major issue we need to address now. We need to review our recycling 

practices and are they working? If yes, can we improve on them, if not what are the steps to make 
them work? Plastic bags - need to be regulated. It's time to make reusable bags a constant practice. 
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Plastic and Styrofoam uses need to be examined. We need to find ways to replace them with more 
environmentally friendly products. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 

County?  
A: I believe regularly scheduled meetings with the members of the community needs to be on-going, 
not just when it's an election year. As a teacher we work with our administrators and meet monthly to 
discuss issues. What is working and what needed to be improved. Communication and collaboration 
are the keys to a successful relationship. I believe this is exactly what needs to happen between 
county government and our residents. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  

A: Create laws to make sure all transactions are approved through multiple levels. No more backdoor 
deals. Bring plans that affect our residents to the forefront. Have levels of meetings to bring the topics 
out in the open prior to finalizing plans that will affect the residents. Meetings are primarily during the 
day, when most residents work. Have meetings where residents can attend. We should conduct 
meetings when most residents are available.  

Vincent T. Muscarella 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 581-6649 
Campaign Web Site: http://none 
Campaign Email: gopvtm@aol.com 

City/Town of Residence: West Hempstead 
Prior Civic Service: America Lodge Sons of Italy; F.S. Lions; F.S., W.H., and Elmont Chambers of 
Commerce; W.H. Community Support Assoc.; N.Y.S. Assemblyman 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: Zero Based Budgeting practices should be required from all Department heads. This requires all 

expenses to be justified from dollar one. Oftentimes departments merely add a percentage increase 
over the previous year's expenses. Zero based budgeting disregards previous expenses and requires a 
complete evaluation of needs and expenses for every new budgetary period. Pro-growth, smart 
developments projects must be pursued to increase the tax base. Transit Oriented Development and 
development such as the HUB must lead our economic growth. I stress, however, that new growth 
must supplement and not supplant the existing local businesses.  
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Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  

A: Living on an island, certainly the environment is a top priority. The legislature over the years has 
tackled issues from public transportation to sewage treatment, from an electric vehicle fleet to 
banning Styrofoam, and from Aquifer protection to our Sustainable Energy Loan Program. Nassau 
County must reach out to the Federal, State, and other local municipalities to join in a coordinated 
effort to protect our planet. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  

A: Having grown up in Elmont, owning a Small General Law Practice in Franklin Square, and now 
living in West Hempstead, I have a deep understanding of the problems and concerns of the residents 
of the 8th District. The best thing I can, and have done, is make myself available to the citizens I 
serve. I do this by attending and participating in as many community organizations as I can. By being 
accessible and listening to people they become part of the decision-making process through me as 
their representative. 

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  

A: I believe that the Nassau County Legislature has done a fine job in promoting transparency. From 
its inaugural session where we allow the public to participate in committee and general legislative 
meetings to increasing disclosure requirements, the Legislature is always promoting open and honest 
government. The Legislature is currently considering the use of technology for disseminating 
information and financial documents to allow access to government workings. 
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Nassau County Legislature District 9 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Mal Nathan 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: - no response -  

Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  

A: - no response -  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: - no response -  

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: - no response -  

Richard J. Nicolello 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 986-7010 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.nicolello.com 
Campaign Email: citizens4nicolello@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: New Hyde Park, NY 11040 
Prior Civic Service: First Vice President and past Secretary of the Mineola Lions Club. Member and 
past President of the New Hyde Park Kiwanis Club. Member, Cellini Lodge (Order Sons and Daughter 

of Italy in America). 3d Degree Member, Knights of Columbus, NHP Council. Member, Irish Americans 
in Government Member, Notre Dame Parish. Member, Elks Club, NHP Lodge. Member, New Hyde Park 
Chamber of Commerce.  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: First and foremost, we must continue to hold the line on real property tax increases. This is the top 

priority of the Republican Majority. Since we attained the majority in 2010, we have repeatedly voted 
for budgets that did not increase property taxes, during which time the county share of the average 
property tax bill went from 19% to 16%. We must continue to focus on making government as 
efficient and effective as possible, and must continue to eliminate waste, fraud and abuse. Local 
officials must work together to put pressure on New York State to end unfunded mandates by Albany, 
which push the cost of state programs and initiatives onto local taxpayers through property taxes.  
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Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  

A: We have passed numerous initiatives to increase the use of clean energy such as the Sustainable 
Energy Loan Program and a local law mandating that our capital planning include projects for the 
increased use of solar energy and the development of a fleet of electric vehicles and charging stations. 
I support the NESE pipeline project, which will provide a much-needed supply of relatively clean 
burning natural gas to Long Island. Having adequate supplies of natural gas will ensure that there will 
continue to exist a cleaner alternative for those seeking to switch from fuel oil and will provide a 
bridge to when renewables are able to meet a greater portion of our energy needs. 

Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: I will continue to provide as much information as possible to my residents through written and 
electronic communications and will continue hold open hearings at the Legislature, and “Town Hall” 
type meetings in my District. When the County Executive and Assessor refused to hold community 
meetings to explain Reassessment, my Republican colleagues and I held numerous meetings all over 

the county to provide information to our residents and answer their questions and concerns. We have 

introduced legislation to mandate that the Assessor hold community forums and public meetings with 
residents.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: In addition to hosting hearings and “Town Hall” meetings, we live stream and archive Legislative 
meetings and make calendars and items available online. We have increased disclosures with respect 
to contracting. We will continue our efforts to create more transparency in Reassessment. 

Unfortunately, the Administration has resisted these efforts. The Assessor has refused to hold public 
meetings and hearings, sent out confusing and erroneous mailings and made it more difficult for 
residents to get answers to questions. We have passed laws mandated the mailing of tax impact 
notices, requiring the Assessor to host public meetings, and requiring the Department of Assessment 
to have a live person answer the phones. As of this writing, the Administration has threatened to veto 
these common sense, good government initiatives.  
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Nassau County Legislature District 10 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Ellen Bimbaum 

 
Party: DEM, WFP, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 361-0073 

Campaign Web Site: http://facebook.com/ellenbirnbaumld10 
Campaign Email: friendsofellenbirnbaum@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Great Neck Town of North Hempstead 

Prior Civic Service: Director of the Office of Intermunicipal Coordination for the Town of North 
Hempstead 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: Sales tax, which makes up the largest revenue source in the County's budget, should be monitored 
carefully. New York State has recently enacted laws to collect sales tax on internet purchases and with 

the County's share of this new source of revenue, the County's budget will be positively impacted. In 
addition, it is important to monitor the collection of Off-Track Betting revenue, especially from Video 
gambling at Belmont. The development of the Hub area with businesses, retail stores and residential 
units should also provide a new stream of revenue to the County. Lastly, I would look to developing 
mixed use areas of commercial and residential properties in downtown areas around the County to 
contribute to the tax base. 

Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5 Climate change is such an important issue since we live on an island which has already seen the 
devastating effects of recent hurricanes. Both the South Shore and the North Shore have had to deal 
with the results of major flooding and destruction of property. We know that future extreme weather 
events are sure to bring challenges which we must prepare for by doing things such as enforcing 

strong building codes and promoting renewable energy projects. In addition, the County can switch to 
eco-friendly vehicles and build electric vehicle charging stations. I will support efforts to reduce 
greenhouse gas emission levels, and produce electricity from renewable sources,  
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Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: In my Legislative district I will continue to convene many public meetings to deal with important 

issues such as pedestrian safety, traffic calming and traffic safety. It is very important to have input 
from the community before making any changes that affect the local residents. I have also invited 
constituents to the County to take part in meetings with other County officials such as with the Police 
when there are safety concerns, with the DPW when dealing with specific traffic requests, and with the 
Office of the Aging when discussing meals to be served at local Senior centers.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: Transparency in government is extremely important and I support the newly created Office of 

Inspector General. have met with the new Inspector General to discuss what kind of issues can be 
investigated if necessary. I believe it is vital to make sure that the disclosure statements that vendors 
fill out when bidding for a contract with the County are complete and accurate. It is also imperative to 
keep our residents informed about issues and ask for their input at both community meetings and at 
County Legislative meetings. 

Helene Sherman 

 
Party: REP, CON 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 877-0111 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.HeleneSherman.com 
Campaign Email: lawyerhs@aol.com 

City/Town of Residence: Great Neck, New York 
Prior Civic Service: Assistant District Attorney, Nassau County  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 

Nassau County residents?  
A: Try to reduce unnecessary government. We have a bloated infrastructure both in the Town of North 
Hempstead and in the County. If everyone's position is not absolutely necessary, we should downsize. 

We should also try for competitive bidding if certain projects are required. However, if it is less 
expensive to have such projects be performed by Nassau County employees, then have those persons 
already employed by the County (or Town of North Hempstead) do the work. Try to have the work 
done without overtime, and by persons who are paid a lower salary as long as they are competent to 
do the work (instead of paying the most senior workers whose base salary is higher by virtue of 
seniority). Community projects, particularly those involving construction, should be voted on by 
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residents. We are forcing all residents to pay huge taxes when not all of them have use for certain 
projects. Refrain from costly projects that just 'look nice' but do not provide more or different service.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: I would estimate 2.5 because not everyone on Long Island lives in the particular areas that are 
affecting by extreme climate (such as flooding).  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: Put civic projects to a vote; do not just have a few people, such as Town Board Members, or the 

County Legislature, vote on spending public monies that come from people's taxes but do not 
necessarily affect all residents equally. Also post budgets, allow residents to not only vote but to 
effectively speak out against certain projects. My experience has been that a meeting in the Town or 
County will be posted, and concerned residents will attend, but no matter what they say the project 
will be passed depending on the will of the Town/County Board, instead of based on the will of those 
residents voting. Make constituents feel that they actually have a voice.  

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  

A: Have large projects (anything costing more than $400,000) put to a vote even if it means a special 
election. Have the budgets for larger projects posted in public areas or on the public websites so 
people can see where their tax dollars are going. Have "effective" voting, meaning if there is a project 
to be voted on and public monies allotted, let the votes that are cast really count. If residents vote 
against spending money on something, then the vote of the residents should decide the issue. The 
Town Board or other local government should not "override" the will of the people.  
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Nassau County Legislature District 11 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Della DeRiggi-Whitton 

 
Party: DEM, CON, WFP, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 316-9135 

Campaign Web Site: http://deliaderiggiwhitton.com/ 
Campaign Email: dderiggiwhitton@yahoo.com 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove, N.Y. 

Prior Civic Service: City of Glen Cove Councilwoman 2008-2011 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: During my tenure as a Nassau County Legislator, I have been a tireless advocate for efforts aimed 
at rooting out waste, fraud and abuse at every opportunity. When tax dollars are wasted, misused or 
stolen, the burden on residents grows with no corresponding improvement in the services they 

receive. That's simply unacceptable to me. Already, I have exposed wasteful contracts, secured 
passage of legislation that adds clarity to our procurement process by requiring contracts to articulate 
up front the maximum expenditure to be incurred during the term of the contract, and advocated for 
the creation of the Office of the Independent Inspector General. I will continue to fight to ensure 
residents receive the maximum return for their tax dollars.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 

levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: Five. As an active participant in Long Island Coalition for Aquifer Protection (LICAP) meetings, I am 
committed to advocating for policies that will preserve the purity and potability of Long Island's single-
source aquifer. I will also strongly advocate for policies that conserve and preserve our precious 
drinking water supply. In addition, I have cosponsored and advocated for legislation that reduces 
Nassau County’s dependence on wasteful single-use products and have supported initiatives that 

reduce this County’s reliance on fossil fuels and integrate renewable solutions into our energy 
portfolio. Effective water preservation and environmental conservation policies dovetail with other 
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environmentally friendly initiatives that can reduce our carbon footprint and ensure Nassau County is 
doing its part to slow or even reverse the negative impacts of climate change.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 

County?  
A: Effective communication is essential to bolstering citizen involvement in the decision-making 
process. I operate an accessible and active district office that is equipped to promptly address 
constituent concerns and connect residents with resources that will address their issues and improve 
their lives. Furthermore, I believe that some of the ethics reforms that I have worked closely with the 
Minority Caucus to implement - especially the creation of an Office of the Inspector General - 
empowers concerned citizens to participate by giving them a dedicated and streamlined opportunity 

for reporting waste, fraud and abuse in County government. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I will continue my current practice of rigorously analyzing County contracts to prevent corruption 
and waste. To increase transparency, I support initiatives such as the Open Checkbook program and 
the ongoing nepotism audit that expose County finances and employment practices to the light of day. 
I also support enhancing solutions that increase the minimum standards for financial disclosure by 

elected officials, create a more robust Nassau County Board of Ethics and ensure the office of the 

Independent Inspector General has the tools to monitor and investigate our procurement process 
without interference or political influence.  

James M. Greenberg 

 
Party: REP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 445-1097 
Campaign Web Site: http://jamesmgreenberg.com/ 
Campaign Email: JGreenbergNCLeg2019@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove 
Prior Civic Service: None 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: Over the past decades there has been a shift away from encouraging larger size manufacturing and 
businesses from making Long Island, specifically Nassau County their home. The tax base created by 
larger companies may not only ease the burden on the individual homeowner and their property tax 
share but provide welcome jobs for the residents. Incentives may be needed to bring tech, 
manufacturing and other types of business but reducing the burden on the individual homeowner is 

the most logical way to go. We need to adjust the property tax assessment formula that has 
contributed to the skyrocketing cost of living on Long Island, discouraging young families from moving 
here, and even motivating residents to move away from our county in pursuit of greener pastures in 
lower cost counties and states like Florida and North Carolina. Residents ought to pay their fair share, 
but the system we have in place is an unduly high burden on homeowners-especially after the SALT 
deduction was removed from federal taxes. We need county government that understands the 
financial burdens its residents are facing in our evolving economic and political climate and can act 

accordingly to put the financial needs of residents first. We need to bring back responsible fiscal 
management to Nassau County government. We need to finance necessary services by bringing 

dollars into our community through partnerships with governments, nonprofits, and the private sector 
instead of treating our residents like ATMs through higher and higher taxes. We can improve the 
quality of government services AND reduce the tax burden of our residents if we have leaders with the 
willpower and courage to make an honest, transparent assessment of our county budget and make 

cuts to the various areas of waste and excess  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: (5) Climate change is a serious issue that is of particular concern to residents in my district, much 
of which includes waterfront communities. As a County Legislator, my approach to combatting 
climate- related issues emphasizes preparedness and responsiveness-through partnership with 
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colleagues at all levels of government, businesses, and residents. We need to ensure our communities 
are aware of the risks of flooding, and that we have the necessary emergency management programs 
in place to respond immediately if and when incidents inevitably occur.  

Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: I believe that increased resident involvement in government begins with high levels of 
transparency and access to public officials and how they make the decisions that affect our county. 
Frankly, I do not believe that is an approach that has been followed by our current politicians in 
Nassau County. Residents will not engage in the process if they don’t trust that their input will be 
taken seriously by the people elected to serve them. The only way we can earn that trust is reaching 

out to residents, soliciting their views on what the issues are and potential ways to address them, and 
then working for them in the public eye and getting the job done the right way. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: As a County Legislator, I will always be accessible to my residents. My office doors will always be 
open, and I will make my best effort to answer every phone call and email that comes my way. Most 
importantly, I will always share with my residents the rational for each vote I take, and each piece of 

legislation I put forward. I can’t promise that residents will always agree with every decision that I 

make, but I can promise that each of my residents will have the opportunity to make their voices 
heard and to try and change my mind when we disagree. You will never have to wonder where I stand 
on the issues that affect our county, and you will have the opportunity to participate in the process to 
help build with me the future for Nassau County that we deserve.  

Blay Tarnoff 

 
Party: LBT 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (917) 609-0707 

Campaign Web Site: http://nassaulibertarian.org 
Campaign Email: lpny@eblay.com 
City/Town of Residence: Port Washington 

Prior Civic Service: Lifelong service to libertarian organizations 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: Our real estate taxes help fund the operation of Nassau County government. The functions the 
government performs are important, but many do not have to be performed by governmental 
agencies, which tend to be more costly and inefficient than necessary. I would seek to privatize as 
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many functions as possible, lightening the fiscal burden on the County. I would also seek to improve 
the financial health of our residents, empowering them to become more independent by increasing 
average income and decreasing costs via deregulation and tax reduction. More and more residents 

who have lived here for generations can no longer afford to do so due to crushing restrictions and 
expenses. It's time to make Nassau more affordable again. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5. Everyone, without exception, wants to live in a clean and beautiful environment. Not being an 
environmental scientist, I do not pretend to be in a position to know what the cause of increased 

global temperatures is. I hear and respect the arguments on both sides. However, as average global 
temperatures do seem to be rising, which is likely to increase sea level, this may become a critically 
important issue for coastal areas. I would be open to any special exemptions that would empower 
coastal communities, residents, and civic and environmental organizations to address these issues. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  

A: People who have the power, confidence and wherewithal to manage their own lives are always 

better off than people who are forced to navigate government agencies. Most of the decisions that 
affect the lives and well-being of our residents should be made by them, not by the government. After 
all, who cares more about you and your family than you? 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: All too often, secrecy in government is used to protect government misconduct in the name of 
necessity or security. I support all sunshine and open meetings laws and would also support any 

legislation to require every governmental body and agency to timely publish all data of public interest. 
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Nassau County Legislature District 12 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

James D. Kennedy 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 804-5776 
Campaign Email: loisschmitt@hotmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Massapequa, New York  
Prior Civic Service: Member: Sons of Am Vets Post 88 Sons of the American Legion Post 1066 KOC, 

Our Lady of the Island Council AOH Division 15 Historical Society of the Massapequa’s Parent Teacher 
Association Massapequa International Little League  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: My top concern as an elected official is to make certain we work to avoid property tax increases as 
best we can. We must work together and seek out and support projects that increase the tax base and 

bring revenue into the county. I fully intend to work together actively with all interested parties to 
identify new sources of revenue, strive for efficiency and control costs. We must also encourage 
economic activity and growth and be certain to support projects such as the Nassau HUB, which can 
grow the overall tax base by bringing new and innovative ideas and businesses to our county.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  

A: Sustainability and environmental conservation is of course a top priority because we live on an 
island and we need to make sure we have our beautiful surrounding lands and waterways always in 
the forefront of our minds when making decisions. As a Legislature we have introduced two 
environmental initiatives that will promote energy efficiency and sustainable development. The 
Sustainability Energy Loan Program provides financing to commercial property owners for the 

installation of solar energy systems, energy efficient boilers, windows, lights or insulation and other 

initiatives that help drive down business costs, utilize less energy and reduce emissions. The second 
Local Law we introduced will greatly improve Nassau’s overall environmental performance. It requires 
Nassau County to incorporate into its Capital Planning process the strategic planning of environmental 
infrastructure projects including solar power development and the introduction of an electric vehicle 
fleet and charging stations throughout Nassau County.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  

A: I have always been active in my community and since being elected in February 2015, have been 
active throughout my community and my district. Everywhere I go I engage with residents from the 
communities I represent, and we talk about all things-governmental and personal. I try to make sure I 
am available and approachable and ready to do what I can to help all residents. In addition, during the 
last two years this Legislature has held hearings and invited the public to speak on important issues 
facing our county, including environmental contamination, public safety issues like crossing guards, 
police staffing, ambulances, opioids, the 911 Call Center and Police Precincts, the Nassau County HUB, 

the Correction Center, marijuana legalization, contractor fraud, Minority Affairs, Superstorm Sandy 

recovery and tax assessments.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: In addition to being present and available to residents in the 12th district, I will continue to support 
any legislation that insures greater transparency and accountability. The lack of transparency we are 
all seeing from our Department of Assessment has been troubling. So many people have been 

confused by the process and when reaching out to ask questions of the department there has been no 
answer on the other end of the line. In order to bring more transparency, we have sponsored 
legislation to require tax impact notices to be mailed to every county homeowner to provide 
information as to how the reassessment will impact their tax bills. When the Administration would not 
reveal their assessment algorithm over the objections of the New York State Committee for Open 
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Government, we sponsored legislation to require the disclosure of the complete assessment algorithm 
used by the Department of Assessment. It is important that the residents of Nassau County have a 
clear understanding of what their government is doing and that their government is open, accessible 

and ready to help.  

Michael Pesce 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 473-4768 

Campaign Web Site: http://www.facebook.com/michaelpesce4NCL/?modal=admin_todo_tour 

Campaign Email: mpesce5@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Massapequa 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: 1. Ensure that there is clarity and transparency around the assessment process. Furthermore, not 

allow or at the very least stand by quietly as the legislature plays politics and holds-up the re-
assessment phase-in to the detriment of taxpayers and for their own political gain. 2. Through a public 
website ensure that there is transparency to taxpayers as to where their tax dollars are being spent. 
Additionally, wasteful spending must be eliminated, and our tax dollars must be spent efficiently and 
effectively to reduce the high tax burden on Nassau County residents. This can be accomplished 
through a thorough review process of the current expenditures funded by real estate taxes.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: I would grade the issue of climate change to be a 4. This does not mean that the issue of climate 

change would take priority over more immediate issues/challenges that our community faces, but it 
does mean that the long-term impacts of climate change must be considered in decisions and 
legislation. As a Massapequa resident who lives on the water, and an avid boater and beach goer I 

promise to make decisions that would balance the conservation of our natural environment with the 
significant demand for residents to enjoy it from both a recreational and professional standpoint. We 
need to make sure that our natural environment is protected so that our homes are protected, and so 
that generations to come can continue to enjoy all that Long Island has to offer. For instance, the 
erosion that happened in my local community at Tobay Beach is a perfect example of what stems from 
negligence and carelessness as it relates to the environment. There are many coastal areas that 
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protect their beaches through dredging. etc. when they are simply not disregarded and taken for 
granted. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 

County?  
A: To increase resident involvement we must simply provide residents with more awareness of 
opportunities to get involved. In today's digital world this can easily be done by using social media and 
other digital platforms to keep residents informed of such opportunities, as well as provide 
transparency to residents of meetings, etc. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: Through the use of social media and websites our local government should easily be able to ensure 

that all meetings, expenditures, decisions, etc. are recorded and made immediately available to the 
public. I will fight for 100% transparency on all aspects of government. Technology has made it 
feasible to achieve this at a low cost and now government must embrace and utilize technology to do 
so. Government should be working for the public, and transparency allows the public to hold the 
government accountable to that. 
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Nassau County Legislature District 13 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Jake Gutowitz 

 
Party: LBT 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 996-4451 

Campaign Web Site: http://Jake4Nassau.org 
Campaign Email: contact@jake4nassau.org 
City/Town of Residence: Wantagh 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: Property tax in Nassau County has become so burdensome that people who have lived their entire 
lives in Nassau are being forced out. No person should have to leave their home just because the 
government is demanding too much money. It is time to start working to reduce the county budget to 
bring relief to homeowners. Over the coming years, I would like to work to slowly decrease taxes at 

similar rates that taxes have been increased. Surely the government can handle the same yearly 
decrease in revenue that families have had to endure. In my first year, I will fight to stop taxes from 
increasing. This may sound like a simple goal, but in fact would be a revolutionary turning point in 
how the county handles its own budget. With that goal achieved, we can then begin to work to, in my 
second year, strategically decrease the county budget and, with it, property taxes. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 

levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5. It baffles me that in the United States climate change is something that is debated in terms of 
whether it exists or not instead of in terms of the best ways to prevent and reverse it. We saw the 
effects of massive storms on Long Island after Sandy, and these storms are only predicted to get 
worse as climate change progresses. How can I, as a believer in small government, combat climate 
change? In my first term, I would like to make use of both New York State and EPA grants to clean up 

aquifers and brownfields which cause economic devaluation of property and health issues. I will also 
work to provide tax breaks and other economic resources to homeowners and businesses who work to 
reduce their own carbon footprints. By helping people reduce their carbon footprint through economic 
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incentives and using government grants to hire private, qualified engineers, we can greatly improve 
the environmental condition of Long Island and provide an example for global climate commitment. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 

County?  
A: The best way for residents of Nassau County to affect the decision-making process is to go to the 
polls and elect politicians that will make good decisions. However, it is clear that residents do not 
always have good candidate options. I propose that the best way to give people more options is to 
implement ranked-choice voting. In short, ranked-choice voting will provide more options on the ballot 
for votes. When voters have more options, politicians care more deeply about the issues voters have. 
Giving more choice to residents would create an environment where politicians do not get lazy due to 

a feeling of security in their position. When politicians have to fight for their seats, they are more 
likely to get things done. Therefore, the best way to increase involvement in the decision-making 
process for all residents is to give them more choices on the ballot. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: The least transparent part of government is, quite ironically, law. Laws are often written in 
convoluted language that the average resident could not easily understand. When residents must work 

full-time and overtime to provide for their families it is impossible to dedicate the required time to 

read many of the laws on the books in Nassau County. To ensure more transparency, I will fight in my 
first term to create legislation that forces politicians to write their laws in “plain English”. Laws should 
be written in a way that those that must obey them can easily understand them. If you break a law 
that you could not understand, was that law actually fair? I maintain that laws with convoluted 
language are not just unfair, but maliciously unjust. My legislation will fix this issue in all future laws. 

Thomas McKevitt 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 263-5721 
Campaign Email: legislatormckevitt@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: East Meadow 

Prior Civic Service: New York State Assemblyman from 2006 to 2017. 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: While in the New York State Assembly, I supported and voted for the tax cap which has drastically 
slowed the growth of property taxes. While with the County Legislature I voted in favor of a no tax 
increase budget, and it is my intention to do so in the future. We must keep taxes as low as possible 
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to make Nassau County an affordable place to live. We must also provide for a business environment 
which promotes greater sales tax growth which will reduce the need for property taxes. I am on the 
Hub Advisory Committee regarding development at the Nassau Coliseum property. Encouraging 

growth at this premises will be step in furtherance of this goal.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: Climate change is an important issue which will continue to have devastating consequences to our 
region if we do not take action. I supported the creation of the Sustainable Energy Loan Program 
which will provide financing to commercial property owners for the installation of renewable energy 

systems. In addition, I have been in discussions with PSEG regarding grant programs for electric 
vehicle charging stations at Nassau County facilities, as there is currently no ability for County 
employees to charge electric or hybrid vehicles at the workplace. I also supported a recent local law 
that requires the County to incorporate environmental projects such as the use of solar panels into the 
capital planning process.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 

County?  

A: I have been very active in holding public meetings around my district to educate and create a 
dialogue with constituents on a variety of issues. The Legislature as a whole has conducted numerous 
public hearings on topics such as the shortage of crossing guards and detectives, as well as 
remediation required by water providers for 1,4 dioxane contamination. I have also begun holding 
Facebook Live Town Halls to enhance citizen engagement and will continue to hold more in the future. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  

A: Greater transparency and active citizen engagement enhances the democratic process as far as I 
am concerned. I will continue to hold town halls around my district so citizens can be informed in 
person on county issues and the decision-making process. We should further promote the ability to 
view proceedings of the Legislature via the internet, as well as explore having some of the legislative 
meetings at night to increase citizen involvement.  

Jennifer Rosenkrantz 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 220-9167 
Campaign Email: electjenniferrosenkrantz@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: East Meadow 
Questions:  
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Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: 1, Support the County Executive's efforts for reassessment which will rectify the artificial system 

allowed to fester under the prior county administration. 2. End the current county guarantee (if a 
taxpayer challenges his/her taxes and is successful, Nassau County has to pay the entire refund even 
though the county did not get the benefit of the entire amount of the taxes originally paid) 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: I consider climate change an important issue, a 4 on the scale. I would look to ensure that future 

infrastructure projects consider rising sea levels and the effects of climate change such as flooding. I 
would look to utilize renewable energy sources such as solar power and wind power. I would try to 
modernize public transportation to reduce gas emissions. Businesses should be required to recycle. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: Regular town meetings for members of the community to meet with me and express their concerns 

and issues. Access to my office via social media, email and phone.  

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: All county issued documents should be available online. Full disclosure of all familial relationships of 
town and county employees to avoid nepotism. Support the County Executive's proposed bill to 
required financial disclosure forms of all publicly elected officials to be available online instead of 
available only by FOIL request.  
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Nassau County Legislature District 14 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Michael Maloney 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 578-5535 

Campaign Web Site: http://maloneyfornassau.com 
Campaign Email: maloneyfornassau@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Garden City 

Prior Civic Service: Current leadership team member of Garden City Association of Girl Scouts & 
Former director and newsletter editor for the Eastern Property Owners Association of Garden City 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: 1) Immediately vote to implement the “Taxpayer Protection Plan,” currently being blocked by the 
GOP majority on the Nassau County Legislature, so that increases or decreases in homeowners' 

valuations that resulted from the recent reassessment process would be applied gradually, in 20 
percent annual increments over five years, in order to avoid sudden changes in tax bills. 2) Work with 
willing participants from all sides to eliminate government inefficiency, political patronage and 
corruption that presently adds to the cost of government. 3) Expand tax base by encouraging smart 
economic growth while maintaining suburban character of Long Island. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 

levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: Definitely a 5. I believe in the scientific consensus that climate change is real and largely caused by 
human activities. Government officials have a responsibility to their constituents and future 
generations to do all they can to mitigate (if not reverse) the impact of climate change. New York 
faces an urgent need to transform our economy away from fossil fuels. I oppose new fossil fuel 
infrastructure, including fracked gas pipelines, in and around Long Island and across New York State. 

Priority needs to be given to projects that build out renewable energy generation and distribution, not 
for fossil fuels. Nassau County can do a great deal to combat climate change, like setting aggressive 
goals to move to clean energy, developing our own plan for being 100% renewable by 2050, 
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collaborating to purchase renewable energy, easing siting requirements, or shifting our own operations 
off fossil fuels. If elected, one of my focus areas will be on protecting local drinking water. I know 
many people in my district who have installed expensive full-home water filtration systems because 

their water is dirty and contaminated. That may be a fine stopgap measure for households that can 
afford it, but there needs to be better, more permanent solutions that ensure EVERYONE has clean 
water entering their homes, schools and businesses. I would do all I could to coordinate and 
encourage local, state and Federal authorities as well as the business community and our research 
institutions to address this issue.   As an island surrounded by saltwater, Long Island needs to do 
more to protect its fragile aquifers. Wouldn’t it be great if local government, industry and academia 
partnered to treat this not only as an existential threat but also as an opportunity to develop solutions 

that not only solve our local needs but can be commercialized and offered to other regions of the 
country and the world? Let Long Island become a leader in the clean water for suburban environments 
industry. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: - no response -  

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  

A: I would support initiatives like the ones already underway in the Nassau County Comptroller's office 
with its Open Checkbook, Open Payroll, Open Budget and Open Finance portals that makes previously 
hard to obtain information easily accessible and searchable. We need to make information from other 
county departments just as easy to access. I also support the bill introduced by County Executive 
Laura Curran requiring the financial disclosure forms for all County elected officials be posted online. 
However, I would like to see a database created that is able to pull data from those financial 

disclosure forms as well as the names of campaign contributors and vendors who are awarded (or 
seeking) contracts with the county. This "one-stop-shop" searchable database would connect all the 
dots in order to get a comprehensive view of all the money in the local government ecosystem and 
expose potential conflicts of interest and favoritism. 

Laura M. Schaefer 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

City/Town of Residence: Westbury  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
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A: As a Nassau County Legislator tasked with voting on the County budget every year, my top priority 
is to hold the line on property taxes. This is done by continuously looking for new or additional sources 
of revenue, increased efficiency measures, as well as ways we can cutting or controlling costs without 

sacrificing services. Such sources of revenue can come directly and indirectly from supporting 
increased development where appropriate to increase the tax base, provide jobs and increase 
economic activity year-round.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: As Chairwoman of the Planning, Development and Environment Committee, climate and 

environmental issues are a top priority of mine. There are several initiatives I supported this past term 
including but not limited to Local Laws 16-2018 and 12-2019. LL 16-2018 created the Sustainable 
Energy Loan Program which will provide financing for commercial property owners who install 
renewable energy systems and energy efficiency improvements on their property including improved 
lighting, insulation, energy efficient boilers, solar systems and other initiatives that use less energy, 
reduce emissions and cut costs for businesses overall. LL 12-2019 required Nassau County to 

incorporate into its capital plan a strategic planning of environmental infrastructure projects that 

included solar power development and electric fleet vehicles and charging stations throughout the 
County. In addition, I have been vigilant in keeping up to date with the issues affecting our drinking 
water in Nassau County. As a representative of Bethpage, water quality has become of great import as 
I have participated and attended numerous water district and RAB meetings focused on the topic of 
addressing the Grumman-Navy Plume. In addition, I held a public hearing with members of the 
Planning Development and Environment Committee to discuss and inform on the issue of 1,4 dioxane, 

its impact on our drinking water and the measures that must to taken for remediation.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: As a Legislator for the past 6 years, I have always been and will continue to be active in the local 
civic and community groups in my district. In addition, as stated above, I held a hearing on 1,4 
dioxane so that the public had an opportunity to hear from many local water districts, experts and 
local activists on what the ramifications of this contaminant are and what measure need to be taken to 

remediate. I think it is especially important to give people an opportunity to hear the facts on an issue 
rather than just hearing about it from a second or third source so as to eliminate unnecessary fear or 

the spread of misinformation. In addition, the Legislature has proactively held public hearings on 
many other issues over the past 2 years including marijuana legalization, the Nassau County HUB, 
Superstorm Sandy, Public Safety matters and several others and I will continue to hold and attend any 
others that can provide our residents with information that is important to them. Finally, I also held 
several Town Hall meetings in person and online on a multitude of topics and will continue to do so in 

the future if re-elected.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I will continue to support legislation that increases transparency and accountability of our processes 
and departments and continue vigilant oversight of our contract process as a member of the Rules 
Committee. When necessary, I will refer matters to our Inspector General if there is a question of 
transparency by either myself or a resident as to the awarding of a contract. Recently, I voted in favor 

of legislation to make the reassessment process more transparent as it has been a confusing journey 
so far for most residents. Once piece of legislation included a requirement that tax impact notices be 
mailed to every homeowner. A second piece of legislation required the Department of Assessment to 
release the assessment algorithm to help people better understand how their assessment is 
calculated. If there is a lack of transparency identified by a resident, vendor, myself or one of my 

colleagues, my intention is to continue to hold public hearings where appropriate, refer the matter to 
the Inspector General and/or support legislation increasing transparency in our County government.  
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Nassau County Legislature District 15 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Frances A. Avnet 

 
Party: DEM 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 318-1248 

Campaign Web Site: http://wwwfranavnet.com 
Campaign Email: friendsoffranavnet@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Levittown 

Prior Civic Service: Union Rep Local 153 OPEIU 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: Impact fees paid by developers. Work with the state to get more of our tax dollars back. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 

levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5. Increase the use of electric vehicles by the county and installation of solar panels. Discourage 
development by the water’s edge. Have the county plant more native plants and more bee friendly 
plants. Have the county look at gathering and using rainwater. Encourage same for homeowners.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  

A: Town Halls. Move legislature meetings to 6 pm instead of the current 1 pm. Forums geared to a 

specific constituency i.e. physically challenged community, the LGBTQ community, etc.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: Work with the clerk to have each legislature voting record online on their official county webpage. 
List of large donors of all officials serving should also be easily available online. 
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John R. Ferretti II 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Email: FerrettiForNassau@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Levittown 
Prior Civic Service: -Chief Deputy County Clerk, Nassau County -IDA Board Member, Town of 
Hempstead -Board member, Sons of Italy -Levittown West Little League, Assistant Coach 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  

A: It's important to remember that only 17% of the real estate taxes we pay are paid to Nassau 
County. The remainder of real estate taxes paid in the 15th LD go to the school district and the Town 
of Hempstead. I am proud of my record of NEVER voting for a tax increase on Nassau County 
residents, and if given another term I intend on continuing my record of holding the line. I will 
continue to oppose, expose and try to bring fairness and transparency to Laura Curran's failed and 

secretive implementation of reassessment, which is nothing more than a back-door tax increase. I 
have held 14 community Town Hall meetings to educate residents about the reassessment and will 
continue to assist residents with both the reassessment and grieving their assessment if given a 
second term. Additionally, we must continue to cut waste, and bring efficiencies to County 
government. That is why I have proposed bringing solar to County buildings and low-cost electric 
vehicles to the County fleet. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5. I am proud to have earned the endorsement of the NY State League of Conservation voters for 
the work I have done in my first term. My bill to require a County plan for Solar Panels on County 

property and to transition the County fleet to electric passed the Legislature unanimously. One of my 
goals when I first ran for office was to bring renewable energy to Nassau, and thanks to my bill we are 

on our way. Additionally, I encourage residents to walk and use bicycles rather than gas vehicles. I 
have secured funding for a bike path on Seamans Neck Road in Seaford and have proposed legislation 
that will make bike riding safer for children by requiring they wear helmets until age 18. I have voted 
for additional funding for NICE bus and have held free bike helmet giveaways. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: Put simply, I will continue doing what I am doing. I pride myself on personal responsiveness to 

emails, social media messages and phone calls. Additionally, in my 20 months in office I have held 
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over 25 community meetings on various issues from the reassessment to our rodent issue in 
Levittown to dangerous bike "ride-outs", among others. I will continue using social media as a tool to 
get the vibe of the community and learn about important issues facing my constituents. For example, 

I learned through social media there was a rodent infestation at a movie theatre in Levittown. I 
insisted on personally inspecting the theatre with the Department of Health, and upon inspection, 
insisted the theatre be shut down. The theatre has since re-opened and the issue rectified. Another 
issue constituent have influenced is the dangerous bike "ride-out" issue. After engaging with residents 
in a Town Hall meeting, I drafted legislation that will make this behavior a misdemeanor.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: In my opinion the best way to be transparent is to be open and responsive to your constituents. In 

my 20 months in office I have made it a point to hold public forums, answer inquiries personally, and 
garner input from residents. That said, Laura Curran's reassessment has been anything but 
transparent. I, along with the Republican majority, have introduced an assessment Bill of Rights which 
will bring fairness and transparency to the flawed and secretive implementation of reassessment. 
Laura Curran refused to release the algorithm used to calculate the new assessments. A resident was 
forced to sue Nassau to obtain it! The Bill of rights will require Assessment algorithms be furnished 

within 5 days of a request. Additionally, the administration announced they will only be sending 

settlement offers of pro se grievance filers electronically. My bill will require they send the notice by 
regular mail to ensure residents who do not use email or apps receive settlement offers. 

Jonathan Gunther 

 
Party: LBT 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (941) 626-3363 
Campaign Web Site: http://Jonathangunther.com 
Campaign Email: Electjonguntherld15@gmail.com 

City/Town of Residence: Levittown NY 11756 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 

Nassau County residents?  
A: Nassau County has some of the Highest property taxes in our country. My ultimate goal is to get rid 
of Property Tax all together. Two reason for that and that is a moral reason and an economic reason. 
The Moral reason is that property tax means that Government owns your property and you don't 
actually own it. You are just paying rent. Government can choose how much rent that is whether its 
high or low and if you don't pay then Government can come in and punish you for owning your own 
land. Economically it gives relief to people living here. So many people move from Nassau County due 
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to high property tax. We want those people to stay. Getting rid of that burden gives people more 
Economic freedom in their lives. People may ask well then how will we pay for certain Government 
functions. My question would be are those functions necessary. I’d say there is plenty ion room to 

privatize things or cut Government spending, so they do not have an excuse to take taxes from you. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: Climate change is a very important issue and on a scale of 1-5 its a 5. But I have different ways of 
handling climate change and the environment. The Best ways to fight against climate change is 
through a Free Market system, technological change, competitive property rights and individual 

behavioral change. Some will want to put in laws, but we must ask what the effects of those laws are. 
Do they cost losing jobs and destroying the economy? Are there better sources of fuel like nuclear? 
Those questions we must answer. There should also be accountability under property rights. You can't 
populate someone’s property. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  

A: I would keep the people informed on every meeting there is, so the public can come, listen and get 

a chance to speak so we can have a discussion on the issues. I would want public officials to have 
meetings more often. Now Legislators only meet for the public 2-3 times a month, that is not enough. 
We need more engagement with the public then that. We need to make sure people know where to 
look so they can see what laws are being brought to the table to be voted on.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: Ways we can ensure more transparency is to make sure all public official meeting is public and that 

we have no secret meetings behind closed doors. Too many times Government has made up laws in 
secrecy. We want to make sure the public knows what laws are coming fourth and what is being voted 
on. Any laws that public officials break or any type of corruption they cause those officials should be 
accountable. No secrets should be kept from the people. 
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Nassau County Legislature District 16 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Arnold W. Drucker 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 262-3862 

Campaign Web Site: http://www.arniedrucker.com 
Campaign Email: Re.Elect.Arnie@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Plainview 

Prior Civic Service: N/A 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: As a Legislator, the role that I play in County government is to support efforts to build affordable 
housing to the County so that young millennials are eager to move back here to take advantage of all 
of the wonderful attributes we have like our beaches, our parks, our many cultural and recreational 

venues, and our incomparable shopping. We also need affordable housing to keep our seniors here 
when they can no longer manage maintaining a house. By doing so, we will build our tax base with 
this infusion of capital and recurring revenue which will help keep our taxes more affordable for our 
residents. That is why I am supporting responsible and transparent Hicksville Revitalization as well as 
the Seritage Project (Sears Property) and the Syosset Park Project. I am also working closely with the 
Curran Administration to monitor the re-assessment of all properties in Nassau County so that we 

finally achieve a defensible tax roll and the County will no longer be hampered and burdened by the 

millions of dollars in tax grievance refunds it has had to pay for the last 9 years because of the corrupt 
and dysfunctional tax assessment system that was put in place by the Mangano Administration. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: I consider climate change to be a "5", a serious priority. I have met with medical and 

environmental experts to explore the possibility of pursuing legislation which would limit the use of 
gas-powered leaf blowers, which would, in turn, reduce the amount of harmful emissions into the 
environment and would reduce the amount of nitrogen entering our water. I have worked with the 
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Plainview Water District and I am working to secure additional funds through the Community 
Revitalization Project funding to help address water quality issues. I have also worked with local 
advocates and water quality experts like Sarah Meyland and the Groundwater Protection Project to 

protect our aquifer. I have attended LICAP meetings and hearings and met with County Executive 
Curran to express my concerns at LICAP's failure to create a regional groundwater management 
entity, which was required in the original legislation granting their charter.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: In order to increase public participation, I have held multiple Town Halls and Community Forms 
regarding issues that are important to residents, such as meetings about public safety, roads and 

infrastructure, and a public meeting called "All About Assessment," in which I brought the County 
Assessor to the community to answer residents questions about assessment directly. I will continue 
my commitment to holding these meetings regularly. On a regular basis, I hold "Ask Arnie: 
Constituent Call Time" evening hours, which are publicized on social media along with other 
opportunities for public meetings, to encourage residents to call in and voice their opinions on 
community issues and matters before the Legislature. In my recently yearly newsletter, I have 

included upcoming dates for legislative sessions, and I have frequently encouraged and worked with 

residents who wish to voice their thoughts to all 19 Legislators to attend these meetings.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: Since I have been in office, we have been successful in establishing the office of Inspector General 
and hiring a very competent person who is providing the necessary oversight with respect to 
procurement and contracts in order to root out any conflicts of interest and corruption at the outset. I 
have also been successful in my advocacy for the Curran Administration and the various County 

Departments to provide just about everything online so that taxpayers can see where their tax dollars 
are going. As a Legislator, all contracts over $1,000. have to come before the Legislature for approval, 
and the RFP or bidding process is completely open so that there is necessary oversight. 

Jennifer L. Garber 

 
Party: REP, CO 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 721-1710 
Campaign Web Site: 
http://www.facebook.com/GarberforNassauCountyLegislatorDistrict16/?__tn__=kC-
R&eid=ARAluluBu3aOMF4PmladLDt_jyH3kFtYnyJthgHAHCv49GOrxHpeWS6kth41anQOqlP-5gSI84_Ial-
f&hc_ref=ARRO8mp8zsgppvFWAwyYye648L0T 
Campaign Email: jenniferlgarber@gmail.com 
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City/Town of Residence: Plainview, New York 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  

A: First and foremost, we must hold the line on property taxes and oppose any measures to increase 
our already burdensome property taxes. To make this goal a reality, we need to be vigilant in ensuring 
our government and its agencies are run efficiency, with appropriate but controlled budgets. We also 
need to pursue all sources of revenue available. In addition, we must encourage economic growth in 
our County. This includes promoting economic growth, which will increase our tax base. The Nassau 
HUB is one such project and should be a model for further economic development. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: Climate change is an extremely important issue, and given our geographic location, has substantial 
impact on Long Islanders. For this reason, I would rate climate change as a number 4 impact. 
Sustainability and conservation are a priority. I applaud the Legislative Majority and its support for the 

ban on Styrofoam containers, which pollute our fragile ecosystem. As a Legislator, I would support 

measures to ban environmentally harmful substances and work with local businesses to formulate 
more sustainable long-term goals using more environmentally friendly products. I would also 
encourage County agencies and services to "go green".  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: If elected, I plan to hold town halls, both in person and online, making myself available and 
accountable to constituents, both in and out of election years. I will also actively encourage 

constituents to attend Legislative sessions, and make information concerning dates and times 
available to them.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I would certainly support legislation to increase transparency and accountability by both Legislators 
and Nassau County employees. I back the Legislative Majority in its efforts to compel transparency 
from the County Executive and Department of Assessment. The public should know what bills are 
being proposed before they are passed. I pride myself on being an open book, and I will advise 

constituents of important issues on modern platforms that are easily accessible to a large audience, 

including, but not limited to, social media platforms. 
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Nassau County Legislature District 17 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Allen F. Foley 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: - no response -  

Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  

A: - no response -  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: - no response -  

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: - no response -  

Rose Marie Walker 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Email: rwlax@aol.com 
City/Town of Residence: Hicksville, Town of Oyster Bay 
Prior Civic Service: Hicksville Fire Dept Ladies Auxiliary, Bethpage Kiwanis Club, Joseph Barry 
Council Columbiettes, Hicksville Council of PTA's, Hicksville School Board 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  

A: Taxes are by far the biggest concern for our residents and businesses. All in government at every 
level must find ways to reduce the cost of government. One, it is imperative that we increase joint 
purchasing ability among local governments. From vehicle purchases to paper and everyday 
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commodities, joint purchasing will save money. Secondly, by working together in collaboration I 
believe we can maximize efficiency. Transferring of roadways within each jurisdiction could save 
money when a state or county road is surrounded by town roads. Thirdly, we must use our personnel 

in the county rather than having outside contractors doing the work. By utilizing our own personnel, I 
believe we can save dollars. As a mother and grandmother, it is imperative that we reduce the cost of 
government to assure that the young residents are able to stay here in our county rather then moving 
out of our neighborhood. 
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  

A: I am very proud to have the endorsement of the New York League of Conservation Voters once 
again this year. It has been a priority of mine since first getting elected to assure the importance of 
our environment. The effects of Hurricane Sandy were devastating to our region with storm surge. I 
have supported the introduction of LED Lighting, the building of solar panels, the ocean outfall project 
that will rebuild the Western Bays and assist with reducing flooding.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 

County?  

A: I am very proud to be involved in the community throughout the 17th Legislative District. I have 
always involved residents in decision making process and have an open-door policy. I attend civic 
association meetings regularly, allowing them the opportunity to voice their concerns and questions. I 
also hold a variety of workshops throughout my district to address topics of concern with our 
residents. I walk door to door visiting residents, whether they are a registered voter or not. What is 
important to my constituents is one of the most important things I rely on in driving my decisions.  

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I have supported and voted for several local laws that require greater transparency and oversight 
including the creation of Nassau County Inspector General. I will continue to advocate for an open 
government.  
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Nassau County Legislature District 18 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Timothy Jenks 

 
Party: REP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 669-2645 

Campaign Web Site: http://timothyajenks.com 
Campaign Email: me@timothyajenks.com 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Head 

Prior Civic Service: N/A 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: I would push for the assessment bill of rights that our current county executive just vetoed. I would 
also hold clinics on how taxpayers can grieve their property taxes.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 

change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5. I think that as an Island, we are certainly going to be impacted by climate change. I would 
prepare our coastal areas for potential hazards and encourage carbon emissions to be kept at a 
minimum.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 

County?  

A: I believe that the taxpayers should be the ones choosing their elected assessor. It is very 
unfortunate that it did not pass in the legislature. I would encourage local residents to research their 
candidates and truly understand their intentions before voting in November.  
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I believe that transparency is everything. I do not keep things in the dark. As a member of the 
younger generation on Long Island, I am very active with social media. Social media is one way to 

ensure transparency, which could spread news quickly and efficiently. I would also encourage the 
county tax assessor’s office to provide taxpayers with a THOROUGH explanation of their 
reassessments, so that people can fully understand where their money is going.  
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Joshua Alexander Lafazan 

 
Party: DEM, CON, WFP, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 761-3691 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.joshlafazan.com 
Campaign Email: Josh@JoshLafazan.com 
City/Town of Residence: Woodbury 
Prior Civic Service: Syosset School Board of Education Trustee, 2012-2017 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 

Nassau County residents?  
A: As a millennial Long Islander, my generation is uniquely familiar with the high real state tax 
burden, as it remains a massive inhibitor towards youth home ownership. First and foremost, as 
school taxes make up the majority of a homeowner's property tax burden, we must continue to 
pressure school districts to share services and raise revenue outside of the tax base. As a Syosset 

School Board Trustee, I was able to help deliver the lowest property tax increase in 25 years through 
prudent spending and creative solutions to fix the issues at hand. Secondly, governments everywhere 
must take a hard look at wasteful spending. From politicians sending taxpayer-funded mailers that are 
essentially campaign materials, to representatives who continue to spend money putting their names 
on signs, buildings, and show-mobiles, to elected officials kicking the can down the road as opposed to 
making the tough decisions now, my generation is tired of seeing inaction taking precedence over 
pragmatism. 

Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
A: 5 - Climate change is an existential crisis for our planet, and living on an island, Long Islanders are 

amongst those most vulnerable when it comes to the repercussions of climate change. I am so proud 
over the course of my career to have been endorsed by groups such as the League of Conservation 

Voters, and my record on the environment has been sterling. I am proud to have voted to fund water 
quality initiatives here in Nassau to protect our most precious natural resource. I am proud to have 
co- sponsored the 5-cent plastic bag fee in Nassau County in the hopes of eliminating plastic waste 
from our ecosystem. I am proud to have successfully fought for expanded recycling programs while on 
the Syosset School Board. And I am proud to continue to be a strong voice for protecting the Long 
Island Sound here on the north shore. With the national government failing to take a leadership 
position on this issue, local governments must step up to be a strong protector of our environment. 
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Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: My office continues to serve as an example when it comes to increasing resident involvement in 

decision-making. My office hosts regularly scheduled town halls in every community across the 18th 
District, and now hosts "Java with Josh" events to allow any resident to meet with me over a cup of 
coffee. I maintain an open-door meeting policy, where any resident with any issue can see me directly 
to have their problems addressed. Lastly, I continue to be an avid user of social media, where 
residents of any age can reach me 24 hours a day without having to travel to Mineola, and I am able 
to respond immediately to their concerns. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  

A: Since I ran for the school board as a teenager, I have made transparency a priority in every 
campaign I have ever run. As a legislator, I continue to be the only elected official on Long Island who 
provides a written justification for every single vote I have taken in Mineola. I live-stream every press 
conference I host and send regular emails to the community alerting my constituents of key votes 
taking place or major issues in the community. Most importantly, I consistently reach out to my 
constituents to gain feedback before I take an action on their behalf, which brings more and more 

sunlight to the legislative process. 
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Nassau County Legislature District 19 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Jill L. Levine 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 459-3443 

Campaign Email: JillLevineForLD19@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Merrick 
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: As most Nassau County homeowners are aware, our real estate taxes are very high as compared to 
other regions in the country as well as in NY State. And, I believe most people understand that this is 
not something that any political candidate or incumbent can promise to remedy too easily or quickly 
(although some will try). The tax assessment system has been in dire need of corrective measures 
after the tax rolls were frozen for nearly 8 years under the Mangana Administration. I would like to 

help homeowners by ensuring that the tax assessment phase in period is implemented. Secondly, I 
would work to ensure that the tax grievance process for homeowners who believe their homes have 
been overvalued is improved  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 
levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  

A: 5. I recognize that climate change is one of the most critical challenges facing people of all 

communities in the 21st Century. That said, as a long-time resident of a particularly ecologically 
sensitive region (Long Island, New York), I see the potentially devastating impact it threatens to have 
on our global environment from a more personal perspective. I live on the South Shore of Nassau 
County where I still see what not just daily reminders of Superstorm Sandy and the incredible 
destruction are it wrought upon our community. When I drive through the streets of my neighborhood 
in So. Merrick, I see houses that remain empty long after its occupants were forced to flee the rapidly 

rising waters gushing through their living rooms. I have met many residents whose lives and 
livelihoods were forever changed by Sandy and who are still shaken by what happened that 
unforgettable day. As intensely disturbing and profoundly disruptive as Sandy was for all of us, I 
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believe this experience is something that may serve a greater purpose. And, that is to wake all of us 
up to the very real threat that climate change poses. It is clear to me that we must take responsibility 
for our very survival by taking appropriate actions to reduce our carbon footprint, to lessen our 

reliance on fossil fuels, and to prepare for our and our children's futures. If elected, I intend to work 
towards helping Nassau County improve its storm-readiness plans, to seek alternative sources of 
energy and to support green development. I believe we need to support research and study efforts 
and encourage innovative production methods that are aimed toward finding more energy-efficient 
and sustainable ways to grow our economy. I would like to see more information-sharing and 
cooperation between private industry, public agencies and academia so that we may find practical 
solutions that will help protect our residents and our planet from the threat of climate change - before 

it is too late. 
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: I have gained a much deeper appreciation for the very real concerns of the residents of my 
community over the last several months as I have gone door-to-door throughout the 19th Legislative 
District to talk with voters. Based on my discussions with people from varied backgrounds and with 

even more varied political and socio-economic ideologies, I feel that the key to good government is 

fostering healthy dialogue and affording the opportunity for regular interaction between and among 
residents and their elected officials. To aid in this effort, I would first and foremost like to hold town 
hall meetings with my prospective constituents so that I can ensure that the decisions I make on 
behalf of the residents of the 19th district are truly representative of their needs and priorities. I have 
always been actively engaged in my local community - as a PTA member, a school board trustee, a 
social worker, a homeowner and taxpayer, a neighbor and, most importantly as a parent. I see no 

reason why this would change if I am fortunate enough to be elected to represent the residents of my 
community in our local government. In fact, I see it as an opportunity to ensure that their voices will 
always be heard - when and where it counts the most. My door and my ears will always remain open 
to them. 
Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: I believe that the only real and effective safeguard against corruption in government is 
transparency. Although this term has often been thrown around lightly by career politicians and, 

perhaps, has lost much of its meaning as a result; I appreciate that complete "transparency" is 
something that we must continuously and constantly strive to attain. If elected, I will make it one of 

my highest priorities to share important information with the people I represent on a regular basis. 
Whether it be about the legislative process, proposed legislation, budget plans, cost-benefit analyses, 
risk considerations or the bases of my own decision-making, I believe legislators have a duty to keep 
their constituents informed about the issues that affect their lives and livelihoods to the greatest 
extent possible. I hope to be able to do this in the most cost-effective and environmentally conscious 

methods possible by, for example, utilizing e-mail, social media and similar technological alternatives, 
rather than burdening the taxpayers with the printing and postage costs associated with newsletter 
mailings. I would also like to build on the ethical compliance measures recently proposed or 
implemented under County Executive Laura Curran's Administration, such as the new County Vendor 
Code of Ethics. These are just some examples of the work I hope to do to improve the way Nassau 
County conducts the people's business. I fully expect that I will uncover many more ways by which we 

could (and, perhaps, should) increase transparency once I have had the opportunity to conduct a full 
review of the relevant processes and procedures of the Legislature - a task I intend to begin at the 
outset. 
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Stephen D. Rhoads 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 679-0153 
Campaign Web Site: http://LegislatorRhoads.com 
Campaign Email: srhoads25@yahoo.com 
City/Town of Residence: Bellmore, New York 
Prior Civic Service: Wantagh Vol. Fire Department Wantagh Kiwanis Bellmore Lions Knights of 

Columbus Bellmore Kiwanis BMCHSD Heroin Prevention Task Force Open Space and Parks Advisory 
Committee (OSPAC) Youth Minister - St. Pius X Parish, Plainview  
Questions:  

Q: What two or three specific actions would you take to help reduce the real estate tax burden on 
Nassau County residents?  
A: Our two greatest exports in Nassau County are young people and seniors. Young people who 
cannot afford to buy in to the communities in which they grew up, and seniors on fixed incomes, who 

can no longer afford to remain in communities they helped to build. Property taxes are a driving force 
in that exodus. While Nassau County represents only about 16% of the average homeowner’s property 
tax bill, Nassau County must find every efficiency, control costs, and identify new revenue sources and 
grant opportunities if it’s to continue to hold the line on property taxes. I recognize that nearly every 
dollar that Nassau County spends is ultimately a dollar that comes from the pocket of a taxpayer 
through sales or property taxes and it is my job to ensure that those dollars are spent wisely. As 
Legislator, I am proud to have helped craft four consecutive balanced budgets WITHOUT raising 

property taxes. I have supported and will continue to support the capital spending necessary to 
maintain and repair our roads, beautify our parks, and maintain our buildings. This includes over $15 
million in capital road infrastructure projects on County roadways throughout the 19th Legislative 
District which I have fought to include in the County's Capital Plan, including major projects on Merrick 

Road, Wantagh Avenue, Bellmore Avenue and Merrick Avenue. It is also vitally important to encourage 
additional economic activity, foster economic growth and support projects that increase the tax base 

and bring new tax revenues into Nassau County. It is my intention to continue to support development 
projects such as the Nassau HUB that attract new businesses and enlarge the overall tax base thus 
easing the burden on each individual property taxpayer and to utilize our IDA and our talented 
workforce to encourage new and emerging industries such as biotechnology, research and 
development to make Nassau County their new home.  
Q: On a Scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most and 1 being the least, how much do you consider climate 
change an important issue, particularly how it may affect Long Island (i.e. flooding, erosion, rising sea 

levels)? What steps would you take to address this issue?  
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A: Regardless of its source, the potential impacts of climate change on our south shore, together with 
sustainability and environmental conservation of Long Island's fragile resources must be a top priority, 
particularly in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy. As Legislator I have introduced two major 

environmental initiatives that will promote energy efficiency and sustainable development. The first is 
Local Law 16-2018 which created the Sustainable Energy Loan Program. This program will provide 
property assessed clean energy financing to commercial property owners for the installation of 
renewable energy systems and energy efficiency improvements. Nassau County businesses will now 
be able to access low cost financing for the installation of solar energy systems, energy efficient 
boilers, windows, lights or insulation, and other energy efficiency initiatives that help drive down 
business expenses, utilize less energy, and reduce emissions. I was also proud to introduce Local Law 

12-2019 to require that Nassau County incorporate into its capital planning process the strategic 
planning of environmental infrastructure projects including solar power development and the 
introduction of an electric vehicle fleet and charging stations throughout Nassau County. By requiring 
Nassau County to continually evaluate its infrastructure for clean energy opportunities, this process 
will dramatically improve Nassau County’s environmental performance. I have also been committed to 
sustaining public transportation within Nassau County by increasing direct County funding for NICE 

bus, as well as lobbying for and securing additional funding for public transportation from New York 

State. Nassau County, in conjunction with the State and Federal governments have invested nearly a 
billion dollars in improvements to our sewer treatment plants to aid in denitrification and make the 
plants themselves more storm resilient. More progress is on the horizon.  
Q: What will you do to increase resident involvement in the decision-making process in Nassau 
County?  
A: The most important way that residents can involve themselves in the decision-making process to 

exercise their right to vote! That being said, communication and getting feedback from the 
constituents I am honored to represent is critically important to me. That's why I make the point of 
hosting live and on-line town hall meetings; visiting residents’ door to door and providing regular 
physical and e-mail newsletters which encourage people to reach out to me with ideas, suggestions, 
compliments and especially complaints. Remaining active and engaged on social media platforms such 
as Facebook and Instagram have also been a wonderful outlet to provide information and get 
feedback. Over the last four years, I can't tell you how many great ideas for legislation, public works 

and community projects have gotten their start from a conversation on a constituent's front porch or 
at a town hall meeting. All of the items on the Legislature's calendar, as well as the backup material 

for those items, is available on-line so in most instances, my constituents can see what I see and 
consider when casting votes. Additionally, the Nassau County Legislature offers the opportunity for 
residents to address the Legislature while it is in session during "public comment" both during 
individual items being considered as well as general public comment on any topic of concern at the 
start of each Legislative session.  

Q: What specific steps will you take to ensure more transparency?  
A: Transparency is the fix for corruption, and many of the legislative changes you have seen in the 
short time that I've been on the Legislature have been designed to increase openness and 
transparency - not just in name, but in reality. I have sponsored and passed legislation banning 
convicted felons from holding County office; strengthened Nassau County's Board of Ethics; 
empowered the County's Commissioner of Investigations and provided them the power to examine 

any County official or employee; we have created Nassau County's first Inspector General; created the 
position of Director of Procurement Compliance to ensure compliance with the County's contracting 
and procurement process; dropped the threshold for legislative review of contracts by the Rules 
Committee from $50,000 to just $1,000 to subject every County contract to an additional bipartisan 
level of review; and have made back up materials for virtually all matters considered by the 

Legislature available to the public on-line. Along with the Republican majority in the Nassau County 
Legislature, I have proposed an "Assessment Bill of Rights" specifically designed to provide 

transparency to a re-Assessment conducted by the County Executive which was largely conducted in 
secrecy and has been riddled with errors. This Assessment Bill of Rights which was VETOED by the 
County Executive included things like legislation requiring the Department of Assessment to hold Town 
Hall Meetings with the public; required that the Department of Assessment mail Tax Impact Notices to 
property owners so they could understand the financial impact of any reassessment; required that the 
Assessor actually be a Nassau County resident upon taking office; requiring that a live person actually 
answer the telephone at the Department of Assessment to respond to constituent questions and more. 
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Amazingly, County Executive Curran even vetoed residents' ability to vote by public referendum on 
whether to return to an elected County Assessor.
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City of Glen Cove Mayor 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Reginald A. Spinello 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Web Site: http://www.SpinelloForMayor.com 

City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove 
Prior Civic Service: Glen Cove Mayor 2014-2017 Glen Cove Councilman 2012-2013 
contact phone: 516-443-1296 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as Mayor to make our community more secure against gun violence? Are you in 
favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? Would you call for Glen 
Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you call for stiffer penalties 
when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure of military grade and 
automatic weapons?  
A: I want to be clear that the federal and state governments need to do a better job addressing this 

concern that all people share regarding this troubling topic. As for Glen Cove, we continue to rank 
among the safest cities on Long Island and in New York. One of the contributing factors to gun 
violence in our society is too many people feeling isolated, and troubled people being allowed to fall 
through the cracks. Systemic drug use is also part of the problem. To address these issues head-on, 
when I was mayor, I funded the first Opioid Awareness and Prevention Program here in Glen Cove. 
Also, as a city with its own police force, Glen Cove has been able to develop programs where police 

officers can reach out to at-risk youth and all students. Every school day, police officers are assigned 

to visit all Glen Cove schools to connect with young people, listen to their concerns, and take action as 
needed. One of the most important jobs of any city is to keep our schools and residents safe, and our 
police department's activities help ensure that. That’s being proactive and it works.  
Q: What will you do as Mayor to help residents cope with the increasing traffic congestion and parking 
issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration will you give to senior 
citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office and library, and may 

soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: This concern was thoroughly addressed prior to any work beginning. The results of required, 
independent traffic monitoring assessments for both projects concluded that any traffic increases will 
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be minimal. Both the waterfront and downtown projects are redevelopments, not new developments. 
In the case of the waterfront, hundreds of workers used to arrive and depart at the same time daily. 
Now, residents at the waterfront will include retirees, snowbirds, college students, and people who 

work from home, so driving schedules will vary. Roads have also been substantially improved and 
widened over the years. Regarding seniors, my agenda as the next mayor includes providing them 
with permanent parking at the Senior Center.  
Q: What will you do as Mayor to help the school system improve school building infrastructure and to 
upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: Some people may not be aware that as with many cities and municipalities, Glen Cove‘s local 
government and school system are run independently. Therefore, as much as I’d like to take the lead 

in improving education and facilities, the city can only do so much. One way we can make a difference 
and help to support our schools is to find new sources of money for the schools. Here's just one 
example of how I, and my administration have been able to do that: For years, former mayors have 
tried unsuccessfully to redevelop our waterfront, but no one was able to do it until I became mayor. 
The residential units that are nearing completion will be paying millions of dollars in school taxes, and 
because many are retirees and snowbirds, they will have few school-age children. As of 2017, this 

impressive waterfront community became a new revenue source for schools and will continue to be for 

years to come. Quality education for our children is something we all strive for, and Glen Cove's 
government should do what we can to achieve that result. 
Q: What will you do as Mayor to continue expanding government transparency and financial 
accountability?  
A: Transparency has become a hot button topic today, but as a successful businessperson, with an 
expertise in financial management, transparency was something I brought to Glen Cove's government 

when I first became mayor in 2015... especially in financial accountability., As mayor, I was the first 
to post warrants online so people knew where our money was being spent. I was the first to live 
stream City Council meetings, so people who couldn’t attend could stay informed. Financial 
accountability and my record of achievement in that area, is perhaps my proudest accomplishment. 
When I became mayor, I inherited a government that was financially mismanaged and struggling 
under a $3,500,000 million deficit. By the time I left office, I had turned it into a $ 2,700,000 million 
surplus, while earning two credit rating upgrades from Moody’s Investors Services, and a first time-

ever No fiscal stress designation from State Controller DiNapoli. Unfortunately for the taxpayers, the 
current Mayor's mismanagement of the city's finances has resulted in a swift and steep decline in our 

financial condition, even though he claims to have balanced the budget. But the facts speak for 
themselves: Moody’s has already downgraded our credit rating and projected a negative outlook that 
could mean a deficit in the millions of dollars. And, most recently, State Controller DiNapoli has 
reported a return to fiscal stress for Glen Cove.  
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Timothy J. Tenke 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 220-6681 
Campaign Web Site: http://glencovedemocrats.org 
Campaign Email: tenke4mayor@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove, New York 
Prior Civic Service: Glen Cove City Councilman 2005-2017 

contact phone: 5162206402 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as Mayor to make our community more secure against gun violence? Are you in 
favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? Would you call for Glen 
Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you call for stiffer penalties 
when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure of military grade and 
automatic weapons?  

A: Glen Cove does not currently regulate guns on a local level. Glen Cove follows all Federal, State 
and County laws regarding the possession of firearms.  
Q: What will you do as Mayor to help residents cope with the increasing traffic congestion and parking 
issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration will you give to senior 
citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office and library, and may 
soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: As the City of Glen Cove grows with the addition of new development, I, as Mayor have been 

working with Federal, State and County agencies to provide alternative and increased means for 
commuters to travel to and from Glen Cove. In May 2020 the City will open its ferry service to 
Manhattan. In addition, I will continue meeting with the MTA officials to improve service on the Oyster 
Bay line of the Long Island Railroad. Some of the preliminary discussions include the MTA adding 

additional train cars to existing trains as well as adding additional train times. Glen Cove will be adding 
additional parking spots to the Glen Street station to accommodate increased ridership. Long term 

solutions include the possibility of adding a light rail service between Oyster Bay and Mineola to help 
with congestion. We are currently looking to preserve the parking at the Senior Center. The matter 
was recently in litigation and the city is weighing its options to best serve the Center.  
Q: What will you do as Mayor to help the school system improve school building infrastructure and to 
upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: My administration supports the school district and supports their efforts to raise money through the 
bond initiative to make necessary improvements to the infrastructure of its buildings. Having a vibrant 

and healthy school system will help raise property values throughout the city. 
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Q: What will you do as Mayor to continue expanding government transparency and financial 
accountability?  
A: My administration has already taken steps to improve transparency and financial accountability by 

forming the finance committee. As a result, the city has enacted policies regarding asset management 
and procurement. In addition to providing a balance budget the city no longer uses the water fund 
revenues to supplement operating expenses. 
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City of Glen Cove Council Member 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 6): 

Joseph Capobianco 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 428-2713 

City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove, NY 
Prior Civic Service: Council Member from 2015 to the present date; Director, Nassau University 
Medical Center (2007-2013); Board of Managers member, Glen Cove YMCA (2008-2014) 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 
violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 
call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  
A: The tragic mass shootings throughout our country are incredibly disturbing. As a City Council 

member, I have extremely limited power in this area, which is obviously the subject of much national 
debate. A multi-faceted approach is required, including stronger background checks and enactment of 
"red flag" laws to be balanced against the well-established tenets of the Second Amendment. It 
certainly would be constructive if Glen Cove had an accurate count of all legally owned guns in the 
City. As a municipality, we should have a handle on the number of legal guns in our community. I 
would strongly support much stiffer penalties if one is found in possession of an illegal gun in our City. 

We must get illegal guns out of our community. Albany must take a much tougher stance against 

disappearing bail requirements and criminals and their sentencing. Governor Andrew Cuomo and the 
Democrat-controlled state legislature have enacted so-called bail reform, which is effectively a "catch 
and release" program for known violent criminals. This policy places us all at risk. If we want to keep 
our communities safe, we must allow judges to keep criminals behind bars where they belong. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 

will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 
and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  



City of Glen Cove 
 

Page 136 of 161 

 

A: As a City Council member, I have authorized litigation to restore the Senior Center parking and am 
committed to preventing the proposed re-zoning of that lot. I am also actively working on securing 
suitable, alternative parking arrangements for our seniors so that their access to the wonderful 

programs offered at the Senior Center is not inhibited. There has been a lot of development in Glen 
Cove of late, and I recognize the concern of residents regarding parking and traffic congestion. 
Unfortunately, the “urban renewal” and overall poor planning of previous administrations in Glen Cove 
put the City in this predicament, but I will continue to oppose over-development and inappropriate 
changes in zoning. As a longtime resident, I would like to point out that, at one time, numerous 
factories were thriving in Glen Cove and our roads were able to handle the traffic. I will also continue 
to oppose political cronyism and only support the appointment of qualified persons to our City’s 

Planning and Zoning boards, which is the first line of defense against such projects. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: The School District is an entity of New York State and, as such, our local government does not have 
jurisdiction over school buildings, the instruction that goes on within buildings or how the district 
spends its money. That said, I am a product of the Glen Cove public school system and have an 

interest – as all parents do – in seeing our school district thrive and our children succeed. I also 

recognize that a strong school system increases our property values and benefits all of us, young and 
old. I also recognize that the school’s buildings are greatly in need of updates which should be done in 
stages with strong oversight so the money is productively spent and where it can do the most good by 
benefiting the children. We need to do our best to make Glen Cove affordable for families and 
maintain our property values. A strong and thriving school system is vitally important to our 
community. 

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 
financial accountability?  
A: As a City Council member and working with former Mayor Spinello, we secured two Moody’s 
upgrades while reducing the overall debt, increasing revenue, balancing the budget, and eliminating 
fiscal stress as recognized in the State Comptroller’s report, all while holding a strong line on taxes. I 
also championed the audit of retirees receiving health insurance from the City, which uncovered many 
wrongful recipients and, hence, hundreds of thousands of dollars wrongfully paid by the taxpayers. I 

also uncovered a flawed software system which cost the City thousands of dollars and still has yet to 
be deployed. I will continue to protect those working to restore the fiscal health of our City and expose 

the misappropriation of funds, including pushing for an audit of the current employees and family 
members receiving health insurance to make sure that no tax dollars are being wrongfully spent.  

Nicholas A. DiLeo, Jr 
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Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove 
Prior Civic Service: Glen Cove City Council 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 
violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 
call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  
A: I am a firm believer in the 2nd Amendment of the US Constitution. 

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 
will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 
and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: It is critical that there be a focus on the revitalization of the Downtown area, focusing on the 

rehabilitation of the current parking garages, as well as current street parking and sidewalk 
conditions. The City is in immediate need of increased handicapped parking spots throughout the 

Downtown area. Without addressing these problems our citizens cannot fully enjoy the Downtown 
area and this will also have a continued impact on local businesses. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: As a lifelong resident of Glen Cove and a proud former student of the Glen Cove public school 
system I do believe it's important for the City Council to work closely with the School Board to achieve 

the common goal of continuing to give our students the best educational experience possible, as well 
as any modern advantages available to help them succeed throughout their educational careers. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 
financial accountability?  
A: Government transparency and financial accountability play a vital role in responsible Government. 
During my time as a Councilperson we have passed resolutions to form a Finance Committee to review 
procurement policies of the City as well as enacting other policies to increase transparency. As a 

Councilperson I will continue to be part of the efforts to move towards increased transparency and 

accountability in our Government. 

Eve Lupenko-Ferrante 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
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Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 456-5753 
Campaign Web Site: http://evelupenkoferrante.com 
Campaign Email: evelupenkoferrante@yahoo.com 

City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove 
Prior Civic Service: Glen Cove Chamber of Commerce - Vice President 2018-present, Board member 
2016-present. Glen Cove Community Scholarship Fund - Board member 2011-present. Glen Cove 
C.A.R.E.S. (Cancer Awareness Resources Educational Source) - Board member 2016-present. Glen 
Cove Arts Council - Board member 2006-present. Glen Cove CDA (Community Development Agency) - 
appointed by mayor - 2012-2013. Glen Cove Charter Review Commission - appointed by mayor - 
2015-2018. East Island Association - President 2008, 2009, 2014, 2015; Vice President 2006, 2010; 

Secretary 2013; Director 2005, 2008. YMCA of Glen Cove - Board member 2008-2015. Glen Cove 
350th Birthday Committee member - 2017-2018. Five free skin cancer screenings for local residents 
and Nassau County employees in the past 15 months. 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 

violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 

call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  
A: The City of Glen Cove does not enact legislation, itself, regarding gun control. However, my 
background as a physician supports my political vision to make Glen Cove a happier, healthier 
community. I support and uphold the U.S. Constitution, but I believe that the government should 
regulate and place limits on the manufacture of weapons available to non-military citizens, on the sale 

of weapons, and on ownership of weapons. Whether or not individuals agree with gun regulation, I 
believe that most people would agree that the safe storage of weapons is imperative, and I am in 
favor of the passage of the safe lock-box bill. I would support a registry of legally owned guns and 
would support stiff penalties for those with illegal ones. I support the ban and seizure of military grade 
and automatic weapons. It is integral that all Glen Cove citizens feel safe on our streets. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 

will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 

and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: The biggest concern constituents have brought up to me is the increase in traffic congestion 
expected with these large development projects. It is imperative that the Council/other agencies plan 
wisely for this population surge. Improving Glen Cove’s infrastructure is an investment in our future. 
New roads need to be raised and wide enough to accommodate large fire trucks/other safety vehicles 
that will be needed to serve the new high-rises. Electric lines should be buried, and buildings need to 

be “green” and follow practices of sustainability. Codes should be amended so that new multi-unit 
dwellings are made primarily of steel, not wood, to protect in the case of fire/high wind. Current 
roads/intersections need to be re-addressed to account for the fact that nearly all of today’s drivers 
have a car. Anyone who has lived in Glen Cove long enough can tell you how much longer their 
commute has become. We all want to be as happy as possible every day, and the stress that 
commuting takes on us is a very real quality of life issue. Besides moving vehicles through the City, 

we also need to address how cars are parked. In the residential areas, this means addressing the 
burden of cars due to illegal housing. Glen Cove can no longer be a place where a blind eye is turned 
toward some landlords - everyone should be held accountable for the laws of our City and the 
safety/quality of life of our residents. In the commercial areas, we need to improve our parking lots 

which have been largely ignored over the years and in crucial need of repair. Parking spaces next to 
the new Village Square building should be regulated for its new residents like with a parking fee and 
assigned spots in differing levels in the garage so that consumers can park on the lowest level and get 

to stores easily. As Vice President of the Chamber of Commerce, I want our local business to thrive, 
not close up because people can’t get to them. New LED lighting is going up all around the City this 
fall, and Mayor Tenke is the first mayor to actively look into having the downtown parking lots open 
directly onto School Street. We need better trains and bus service and get the ferry up and running. 
To help our seniors, I’d recommend an entrance at the rear of the post office, have more short-term 
only spots by Panera to help service the library and post office, and aid in transportation to the Senior 
Center. Most importantly, we cannot sell off any more City land to close up budget holes! 
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Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: As children are our future, I think it is crucial that we give them all the opportunities available for 

success in the world. We should strive to educate them and teach them how to be kind, 
compassionate and productive members of our community. It’s been brought to public attention this 
year that the grounds and buildings have been deteriorating to the point that some conditions are 
even dangerous to students and employees. When the school bond was put up for vote this past 
spring, a big concern that I heard was the financial burden it would place on people, in particular 
senior citizens, who are on a limited income. Traditionally in Glen Cove, the City Council and the 
School Board work independently. If elected to City Council, I would strive to work more hand-in-hand 

with the school district and bridge this gap. A few months ago, the district was awarded over $9 
million in state aid funding (over $1 million more than expected,) and I would like to work to obtain 
more grants to help ease taxpayer burden for needed improvements. I commend the Glen Cove 
Education Foundation for raising $150,000 to support our schools. I would also work to ease tensions 
between the Council and the Board stemming from previous financial issues between the City and the 
school district. My background as a physician and an educator gives me a solid background whereby, I 

can be helpful in bridging this gap. As a councilperson, I would like to spearhead efforts in finding 

ways to make our schools safer and give our children a more competitive edge for colleges and work 
opportunities while not putting financial stress on our senior citizens. Let’s give our children the best 
chance for a successful future, and work to make Glen Cove a place where they will want to come 
back to live, raise their children here, and maybe even join our business community.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 
financial accountability?  

A: In order for our City to progress in a positive direction, we need to be secure financially - bring 
money in without raising taxes, and control moneys being paid out. These sound like basic concepts, 
but how to do it in a fair manner with proper oversight/regulation needs to be focused on more. I 
have no conflicts of interest, and am not beholden to anyone or any corporation, so I can assure you 
that I would be fair and honest as a councilperson. I’d like to see concerns brought up at Council 
meetings or City Hall handled in a quick, efficient manner, including FOIL requests. Especially in the 
open portion of meetings, people have requests for information that could be handled immediately if 

department heads were present. I would like to see this participation be the new standard. We have 
seen improved transparency and financial accountability under Mayor Tenke’s direction such as better 

documentation of City-owned equipment and upgraded computer systems. I look forward to having a 
good relationship and open communication with our CSEA union employees. I would also recommend 
that all councilpersons be assigned to a committee where they would be given topics to research as 
they come up. For example, with my area of expertise as a physician, I would be an excellent choice 
to evaluate safety and environmental matters. This would also encourage more engagement of 

councilpersons beyond just the mandatory Tuesday night meetings and the optional community social 
events. Updating and clarifying the verbiage in our charter, codes and zoning laws is important so that 
there is less ambiguity and less room for interpretation. We need to enforce our regulations, and not 
turn a blind eye to any family/friends whose financial conflicts are in question. Having a balanced 
budget is crucial, and we need to improve our bond rating. We need to stop selling off City land and 
not allow any more of these one-time fixes for filling budget holes because we have limited land 

resources left in Glen Cove. PILOTS should only be considered for businesses that will bring in active 
commerce and minimized for development projects. No moneys should ever be taken from our water 
budget again because having a clean, abundant water supply is necessary, so we never have to buy 
water from other municipalities again. I promise to behave in a morally and financially ethical manner 
and expect that of my colleagues. 



City of Glen Cove 
 

Page 140 of 161 

 

Kevin P. Maccarone 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

City/Town of Residence: City of Glen Cove 
Prior Civic Service: Current City Councilman in Glen Cove 2018-2019, City Liaison to the Glen Cove 
Recreation Commission, Glen Cove Hall of Fame Member, Longtime volunteer with Glen Cove Jr. 
Baseball and Softball,  
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 
violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 

Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 
call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  
A: Glen Cove is one of the safest communities in all of New York State, year after year, thanks in large 
part to the efforts of our police department and first responders. Their diligent focus on public safety 

in the enforcement of our laws, fighting crime, and encouraging cooperation and involvement while 
creating strong bonds within our entire community. They work tirelessly with our school district and 
have a strong presence within each and every one of our school buildings on a daily basis. In addition, 
we are a close-knit diverse community whose citizens are committed to maintaining a safe yet active 
citizenry. I am in favor of giving our police department all the resources necessary to both fight and 
prevent crime, especially their efforts to keep drugs and weapons out of the hands of our kids. I 
support any and all programs to encourage the removal of illegal or un-registered guns from our 

streets such as the cash for guns surrender programs and any legislation which would require legal 
gun owners to secure weapons and stiffer penalties. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 

will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 
and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  

A: Having joined the City Council just two years ago, I immediately begin familiarizing myself with the 
numerous developments that were approved over the past few prior years. As we all know and realize, 
some of these developments are well underway and others have been fully approved and should begin 
shortly. While I am an adamant supporter of smart growth and development, I have always been a 
modest person, and with that I believe in modest growth and modest development. Any such 
development should be carefully scrutinized by any possible negative affects it may have on our city 
and most importantly, on the taxpayers and their properties. When I first took office in 2018, I 

actually proposed a moratorium on any new development, as I believe we need to carefully diagnose 
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the impacts that the current major developments will have on our community. That being said, I do 
support the waterfront and downtown villa project without question. These are two key areas of vital 
importance to the well-being of our city and believe they can revitalize our business and commerce 

culture here within Glen Cove and return us to a place where young people, young families, and 
business want to be. That being said, I remain very concerned about the possible detriments that such 
large development can bring to our community. I will not support any further changes in our Zoning 
laws, especially those with density ramifications. For years, our elected officials have continuously 
supported changes in our Zoning Code which allow for greater density and increased units for 
developers within their projects. Any future development propositions should be heavily scrutinized, 
with an eye towards complimenting our current City's infrastructure and culture, as opposed to the 

needs of the developers. With regard to the Senior Center Parking lot, let there be no doubt that I will 
fully support any necessary measures that need be taken which will ensure not only the survival of our 
Senior Center, but further those necessary to ensure that it continues to thrive as a cornerstone of our 
community. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  

A: I was born and raised in the City of Glen Cove and recently purchased a home here with the goals 

of one day raising a family here. As product of Glen Cove School District, and having had my Uncle, 
Richard Maccarone, who previously served as our school board president, I am fully aware of the 
struggles and deficiencies that our School System and its infrastructure face. The children of Glen 
Cove deserve every opportunity to receive the best education possible, and I want to ensure they 
receive it right here in Glen Cove. I am fully aware of the physical condition of our various school 
buildings and support the effort to improve and repair all the facilities particularly related to safety, 

New York State building compliance, and necessary upgrades in technology. I believe our children 
should have all the opportunities and resources possible available in order maximize their educational 
achievements. At the same time, we are a diverse community with many senior citizens and where 
people with fixed incomes reside. Their needs concerning higher taxes and potentially rising rent 
prices must be considered and balanced. But one thing is a certainty, improving our schools will both 
significantly enhance our children’s education, opportunities, and success within the workforce while 
increasing our property values. While the City and School District are separate entities, I fully support 

a strong and cohesive partnership between the two, working together as one for the benefit of Glen 
Coves future, our children. 

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 
financial accountability?  
A: In this day and age of 24-hour news, the internet and social media, transparency and access to 
information is essential to our citizens. As millennial who is a product of this technological age, I feel 
that this technological advancement and overhaul within the city is key to bringing transparency and 

financial accountability to the forefront. I will, and have, supported legislation aimed at enhancing our 
citizens ability to be involved with, informed of and engaged in our government. Over the last two 
years I believe my record confirms this. I take pride in having been accessible, approachable, and 
extremely willing to discuss any and all concerns that our citizens have with relation to our city's 
finances and transparency. I supported the establishment of the Finance Committee which has 
revamped our procurement policies and is currently working on "purchasing" protocol and guidelines. I 

have been a strong advocate in supporting our IT department's need for funding, as the City's 
technological infrastructure is severely outdated, which would lead to much greater efficiency across 
all departments city wide while simultaneously providing transparency and financial accountability 
through hard data. As someone with a background in Business Information Technology and law, I will 
continue to explore all possible avenues which will assist in both gathering and disseminating data and 

information to the public in order to keep them better informed. To be truthful, I believe that in this 
day and age, the lapses in accountability and transparency that we have seen time and time again 

within our city over the many years is directly attributable to the historic state of our policies, 
procedures, and hardware which much be addressed as soon as possible, in order for the City to 
better serve its residents. 
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Donna M. McNaughton 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove, New York 
Prior Civic Service: Coached girls’ softball and was on the board of the Glen Cove Junior Baseball 

League in the 1980s and 1990s and served as president of the girls’ softball league. Served on the 
City of Glen Cove Hardship Review Board and the Assessment Review Board in the early 1990s. 
Served on the Glen Cove YMCA Board of Managers for 25 years and is a past Chairwoman of the 
Board. Served for over 11 years as a board member and pro bono legal counsel to the Glen Cove Sage 
Foundation (SAGE – Senior Activity Generational Endowment), which is the fundraising arm of the 
Glen Cove Senior Center. Served for over three years on the Glen Cove Board of Zoning Appeals and 

is a past Chairwoman. Currently on the Glen Cove City Council. 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 
violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 
call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 

of military grade and automatic weapons?  

A: I believe in the United States Constitution and a citizen’s right to bear arms. I would support 
stricter controls over and penalties for the illegal use and possession of firearms. I would call for Glen 
Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City. I would support stricter regulations 
over the sale and use of military grade and automatic weapons.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 
will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 

and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: During the planning stages, traffic studies were done, and the new development projects were 
approved. Years ago, Glen Cove housed many factories and industries. The hundreds of employees 
drove to and from work and there never seemed to be a traffic problem. Now, those factories and 
industries are gone, and new development is taking their place. If traffic congestion becomes a 
problem, I am confident that traffic studies can be done at that time to come up with ways to lessen 
the problem. Parking at the Post Office and Library has been an issue during project construction. 

Once construction is complete and the project has on-site parking, I don’t think the problem will 
continue. I would also recommend that designated parking areas for the Library and Post Office be 
marked and enforced. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: I believe that the City Council and the School Board should work together to provide our students 

with the highest quality of education. As a member of the City Council, I have no say with regard to 
the expenditure of school taxes. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 
financial accountability?  
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A: The City Council has already taken steps forward by approving a Finance Committee to suggest and 
present ways to improve the City’s financial accountability. As a City Council member, I would 
continue to support expanding government transparency and financial responsibility.  

Pamela D. Panzenbeck 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 532-7692 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove 
Prior Civic Service: Three term City Council Member, Liaison to Glen Cove Youth Board and Senior 
Center, Member of the Senior Advisory Board, Member of the Business Improvement District, 
Memorial Day Parade Committee, Beautification Commission and charged with the Refurbishment of 

Veteran Monuments, Charter Member of the Glen Cove Community Garden  
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 
violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 
call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  

A: Living in Glen Cove, we are blessed to have our own police department. They are members of the 
community and I have complete confidence in their abilities to perform their jobs. That being said, we 

must all be vigilant and aware of our surroundings. As a former teacher in another community, I have 
participated in lockdown drills which are protocol in all local schools. City officials and the police 
department are currently looking into making all of our city buildings more secure. Our local hospital is 
taking measures to increase security as well. I am a firm supporter of the second amendment--The 
Right to Bear Arms. I do support stricter background checks and waiting periods for people applying 

for gun permits. I certainly believe we need extremely stiff penalties for those having illegal guns.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 
will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 
and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: As a child growing up in Glen Cove, there were many factories located in the area which is now the 
Garvies Point Waterfront Development and also up on Sea Cliff Avenue. Work shifts were 8 to 4 and 9 

to 5. While some were employees who lived in the local neighborhoods, most drove cars to and from 
work. At the current time, 800 to 1,000 construction workers are coming into town on a daily basis, 
sometimes 6 or 7 days a week. Heavy duty construction vehicles are onsite and delivery trucks are in 
and out of town supplying materials for the projects. When the projects are finally complete and all 

the dust settles, we may realize a change in traffic during the day. I believe it will be manageable. 
Traffic is difficult all-over Long Island. Through the police department, more parking spaces can be 

designated for handicapped people and senior citizens. We can and must all work together in the spirit 
of cooperation for the future of Glen Cove! The Senior Center parking lot has been leased from the 
current owner for many years. The renewal of the lease is now in litigation, but it is my belief that the 
city could and should purchase the parking lot when and if it becomes available. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: The city government and the school district function as two entirely separate entities. The city, 

however, does provide water to the schools, collects school taxes for the district, picks up garbage and 
administers civil service tests. Our funds for infrastructure and building maintenance are completely 
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separate. We certainly can use our positions as council members to be advocates for the school 
district. Most of us are graduates of the Glen Cove educational system. Illegal housing puts a financial 
strain on the budget of the school district. In the past administration of which I was a part, there was 

much more of a focus on illegal housing and code enforcement. I would be happy to see such an effort 
return.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 
financial accountability?  
A: As a three-term council member, it was during my first term that the council approved posting the 
warrants to be paid on the city website. We also began livestreaming city council meetings. Warrants 
now have explanations on them. People talk about transparency During the past year, several of the 

city council members initiated an audit of health insurance being given to retirees. The findings were 
significant and several individuals who had been collecting health insurance inappropriately were 
removed from the benefits roll saving the city a considerable sum of money.  

John Perrone 

 
Party: DEM 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 680-8998 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.glencovedemocrats.org/john-perrone.html 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove 
Prior Civic Service: Zoning board member for 30 years Planning Board Member 5 years Active 
Member Glen Cove Junior Football & Cheerleading Past Member Glen Cove Junior Baseball 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 
violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 

call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  
A: Unfortunately, local jurisdiction has to follow the State and Federal regulations and laws regarding 

gun violence Our city and police force do a fantastic job minimizing gun violence – and we as a city 
council should help and aid their efforts in any way we can to continue to protect the community. With 
regard to the safe lock box bill, I strongly support any and all preventative measures that would allow 
a weapon to fall into the hands of anyone not trained in the handling of a firearm. This especially holds 
true to guns in a home where children reside. Yes. I wholeheartedly agree that a database of all 
weapons within our city so we can properly protect the city is a weapon is stolen or lost If any weapon 
is obtained illegally and it is in someone’s possession, the penalties should be as stiff as the law allows 
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to help prevent people from wanting to possess them. I absolutely support a ban of military style 
weapons, and those weapons that are able to be retrofitted as automatic weapons. I believe in a 
voluntarily surrender or automatic weapons as they serve no use in any recreational activities such as 

hunting or marksmanship.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 
will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 
and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: I think the most effective way to address our parking without any major infrastructure projects 
would be the ability to access our municipal lot directly from downtown and reserve the ground floor 

for short term parking - keeping the upper levels for extended stay. - The post office parking in the 
city of glen cove has been a long-time issue. Part of the problem is the postal trucks taking up most of 
the parking- we should look for a way to have, during operating hours, the parking lot that was 
exclusively postal trucks, be customer parking. I am a proponent for smart growth. The property that 
the senior center now occupies as their parking lot, has been targeted for more high density 
development – I believe that we need to put a temporary moratorium on increasing high density 

housing in our city, until we see what the long term affects will be throughout our community, in doing 

the best use for the land in question, is to continue using it as a parking lot.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: While the City Council does not have jurisdiction over the school district, I believe that the city and 
the school districts need to open lines of communication so that they can better serve each other. The 
majority of our property taxes go to schools – the city should work with the school district in concert 

to make our schools work efficiently and effectively and help our schools where they can with the 
infrastructure.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 
financial accountability?  
A: Under Mayor Tenke’s administration, together with Councilwoman Silverman, he has made serious 
strides to cleaning up the city of Glen Cove's financial programs. More work needs to be done 
however, including increasing transparency on; fees charged by the city, use of city vehicles, use of 

our public spaces, and spending on services, to name a few. Through my years in the insurance 
industry, risk analysis, and analyzing cost/benefit, my experience will help me aid the Mayor in 

protecting all taxpayers of Glen Cove.  

Kenneth E. Pilla 

 
Party: REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 761-1324 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove NY 
Prior Civic Service: President - Glen Cove Junior Soccer League Chair - Glen Cove Recreation 
Commission Member - Glen Cove Western Gateway Advisory Commission 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 

violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
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Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 
call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  

A: I fully support the Second Amendment. I will work diligently with the State and Local Authorities on 
penalties for illegal guns. Will work with the Police Department to ensure the safety of all of our 
Residents.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 
will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 
and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  

A: The Traffic studies related to the current projects has been completed and we will work with the 
contractors to ensure that the projects are completed according to plan. Included in that should be 
upgrading our current parking facilities. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: As the City and Schools are two separate entities, we should however work with the School 

Administration to ensure that our students receive a quality education. 

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 
financial accountability?  
A: We must continue to work with the current Controller and the finance department to continue the 
work that was started 2 years ago (now derailed) to bring the City's financial house in order. 

Danielle Fugazy Scagliola 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 801-8140 

Campaign Web Site: http://daniellefugazyscagliolaforglen.godaddysites.com 
Campaign Email: dfugazyscagliola4gccitycouncil@yahoo.com 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 
violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 
call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  
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A: Gun violence is a serious issue and one I do not take lightly. I am in favor of the safe lock-box bill. 
All homes that have guns in them should absolutely have gun closets with locks to keep guns out of 
the hands of children. I do support a ban and the seizure of military grade and automatic weapons and 

I support stiffer penalties on illegal guns—illegal is illegal. Only cops should have automatic weapons. 
Additionally, law abiding gun carriers should have no problem helping the city keep an accurate count 
of the guns in the city. This is crucial information. It’s key for law enforcement to know when they are 
going into a home if there are guns in that home. It helps keep everyone safer.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 
will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 

and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: Traffic is already a problem in our area. I truly believe we have to advocate for better public 
transportation options. This has been a cry of Glen Covers for a long time, but now we must take 
action. We need to be able to get around. We need better train options, more frequency and with 
more speed. We also need bus service that operates frequently seven days a week, and a ferry 
system that takes commuters to desirable destinations. Additionally, we should expand the Glen Cove 

Bus system, which can take people to and from key areas like the shopping centers, the downtown, 

post office, library and senior center. My office happens to share a parking lot with the Senior Center, 
and it is already tough to find parking, especially on Thursdays. We need to work toward a better 
solution. I am hopeful that city will reach an agreement with the current parking lot owner and come 
to a long-term solution that will allow seniors to continue to park across the street from the Senior 
Center.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 

infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: There’s no question our school system’s infrastructure is in need of repair—some of our school 
buildings are more than 100 years old. I have seen this need for a long time as I have kids in the 
public school system. To help, I resurrected the Glen Cove Education Foundation, a non-profit 
organization that raises money to complete projects that are outside of the school district's budget. 
Over the past seven years I have worked tirelessly to help fund various projects including the new 
playground at Deasy School, and the opening of the Middle School Courtyard, which was closed by the 

fire Marshall due to unsafe conditions. I will continue to work with the school district to find ways to 
improve building infrastructure, so our buildings are safe and cheerful for our children. In terms of the 

quality of the education, I sit on the district curriculum committee, which is tasked with reviewing and 
selecting new courses for our kids. I do believe our kids already have a lot of great opportunities to 
take a lot of interesting, thought-provoking classes. This year the district was able to move to a nine-
period day at the high school, which allows our kids even more opportunity. I would like to see a nine-
period day in the Middle School as well. All that being said, I know that on paper our test scores do 

not look great. The truth is the test scores are not a reliable indicator of what our kids are capable of. 
More than 50 percent of our kids opt out of taking state exams tests. Still, we as a district need to 
continue to look for ways to improve test scores and graduation rates. The district has adopted this as 
one of their goals district goals for the year. Supporting the needs of the district and the kids in our 
community is a priority.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 

financial accountability?  
A: Over the past couple of years there has been a call for more transparency and financial 
accountability in our city government. I believe this is the right path. With the one audit the city 
conducted it found millions in excess spending. I am confident that if we did a full audit, we would find 
more wasteful spending. We should continue to review budgets and look for ways to stop wasteful 

spending and create financial efficiencies where possible.  
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Marsha Silverman 

 
Party: DEM, WFP, SAM 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 400-3366 
Campaign Web Site: http://ReelectMarshaSilverman.com 
Campaign Email: MsilvermanforGCcouncil@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove 
Prior Civic Service: Glen Cove City Council member since 1/1/18 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 

violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 
call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  
A: I support all commonsense measures to protect public safety. To date no gun issues have been 

raised before the City Council. To the extent such issues arise, I am committed to taking any action 
possible to curtail illegal gun access and usage. I support preventative measures including installation 
of safety glass and doors, training and metal detectors in public buildings.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 
will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 
and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  

A: I have been active in ongoing transportation discussions with elected officials and stakeholders 
concerning transportation improvements. Parking is a major issue in the City, and we must require 
adequate parking when approving building and development plans. We should not allow future PILOPS 
(payments in lieu of parking) so that we ensure new developments have adequate parking pursuant to 

city codes. Seniors must have access to transportation. Glen Cove recently purchased a new bus for 
the senior center to provide adequate transportation to and from the center. I have actively supported 

retention of Senior Center access to the parking lot, critical for senior center operations.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: As the daughter of public school teachers, I believe education of our youth is critical to our future. 
Investing in future generations through education is not just a priority but also a responsibility we 
have as a society. When I was elected to the City Council, I volunteered to be the liaison to the School 
Board. In that role, I have worked with School Board members to understand the priorities and 
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concerns of the school district. I have identified areas where the City and School District can work 
together for the public benefit.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 

financial accountability?  
A: I ran for office based on my commitment to accountability, transparency, fiscal discipline and good 
government. During my first term despite being in the minority, I facilitated a contractor vetting form 
to ensure those doing business with the City are properly licensed, have proper qualifications and are 
devoid of conflicts of interest. I proposed and facilitated the adoption of an asset management policy. 
Currently I am working on a procurement policy and a long-term planning policy that will better 
protect fiscal interests of taxpayers and the City going forward. Based on my background in finance 

and budgeting and planning, I seek out methods and policies that increase fiscal discipline, 
transparency and accountability of government.  

Gailey Stevenson-Mathews 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 851-5505 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.friendsofgaitley.com 
Campaign Email: friendsofgaitley@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove, NY 
Prior Civic Service: Community Development Agency, Memorial Day Parade Committee, Cultural 
Affairs Commission. 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 
violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 

call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  
A: Gun violence has become an increasingly important issue in this country. The safety of our 

community, especially our children, is of utmost concern. Local efforts to keep citizens of Glen Cove 
safe are important, and I support efforts to limit access to assault weapons, high capacity magazines, 
and bump stocks. This is a national problem and it needs to be addressed on the national stage, but in 
the meantime, it is critical that every community do what it can to protect its citizens. I am in support 
of common-sense gun legislation including universal background checks, stiffer penalties for illegal 
gun ownership, and red flags for those with a history of mental illness and domestic violence. I am 
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strongly in favor of Nassau County’s safe lock box bill. It is a parent’s responsibility to make sure guns 
do not get into the wrong hands, especially the hands of a child.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 

congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 
will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 
and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: With significant population growth due to recent development, traffic management and parking are 
critically important to the quality of life of our citizens. Although the ferry may help a bit with traffic, 
and parking facilities associated with current developments may reduce the demand for street-level 
parking somewhat, these efforts fall significantly short of fully addressing this critical issue. I will work 

to ensure that at every point of growth, the city is vigilant and proactive in addressing these issues - 
and they are tough issues. It is critical that our plans include the needs of all citizens and that traffic 
flow is of utmost importance. Traffic studies will be an important component of ensuring this, in order 
to make any changes, such as traffic lights and signage, that will improve traffic flow. Another area 
that can help reduce congestion is improving our current loop bus system to more efficiently serve 
current riders while also expanding it to serve residents who might choose public transportation to get 

to the train station or our countywide bus system. An improved system, with handicap accessible 

vehicles, can also help alleviate the challenge that many seniors find in getting to the grocery store, 
library, and other locations throughout the city. Also, as it relates to seniors, all possibilities have to 
be explored to make sure the City’s Senior Center always has convenient parking for those who use 
the facility.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  

A: In the city of Glen Cove, as is the case with most municipalities, the School Board and the City 
Council are two separate entities. However, much can be gained by having a closer relationship 
between the two governing authorities. Our public school system is one of the most important 
components we have as it relates to quality of life. Our children truly are our future and preparing our 
young people for the journey ahead helps assure that they make good choices for their lives, for their 
careers, and for the community. While as a city councilman I will not be able to make decisions on the 
finances of our schools, I can stand with parents in supporting measures to improve infrastructure, 

safety, and academic standards. Additionally, given the importance of educating our young people and 
given that city government and our schools are the two largest taxing entities, I support having a city 

councilperson serve as a liaison to the schools. The mission of the liaison would be to support our 
children, the teachers, and find opportunities to highlight accomplishments and be supportive for the 
expansion of opportunities. One idea: create a collaboration between the school's media lab and city 
government with a mission to improve communication, while at the same time offering valuable 
experience to emerging technicians and broadcast professionals. There could easily be weekly 

updates, interviews with key figures, and features on upcoming events about town.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 
financial accountability?  
A: Government works better in the sunshine. It works better when it is clear, open, and transparent 
for the citizens. With this in mind, here are a few areas for improvement. In an effort to make 
information more readily available to the public, I encourage better promotion of both City Council and 

pre-council meetings, a dedicated reliable system of transmitting live stream of the meetings, and a 
revamped website enabling designated city staff to have the ability to easily make simple updates and 
upload forms. The page should also work in tandem with official social media pages managed by the 
city. Having worked in media and online promotion, I know how to get the word out. I look forward to 
putting these skills to work for the people of the city. Some of our financial woes are due to high tax 

breaks given to developers in the past. On this front, we can and must do better moving forward 
including incentives that are balanced. There is also much that can be accomplished by making our 

city government leaner and more efficient. I would like to see the Finance Committee’s work expanded 
in helping the city move into the 21st century on many fronts - from completely automating the 
acquisition system to developing procurement procedures that truly get the city the best quality work 
at the best price. The recently approved vetting process and policy for asset management are 
significant steps in the right direction. The city must know upfront the history of safety, insurance, and 
reliability prior to hiring vendors and contractors. The City also needs to be able to track assets. 
Having run a theatre company for many years and having served on the Cultural Affairs Commission 

for a major city, I have seen firsthand how public/private partnerships can be part of the equation in 
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enhancing quality of life and in developing a master plan for a city’s future. Partnerships can not only 
serve in helping fund events such as summer programs, special events, and cultural activities, they 
can also be part of a comprehensive plan in developing long term goals - such as the creation of a 

community center. With creative problem solving, putting in place strong measures to assure 
accountability, and in creating a government that systematically allows input from its residents, I will 
push to make sure we have a leaner government that truly represents the people of Glen Cove. 

Stephen A. Suozzi 

 
Party: GCV 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 502-5866 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.suozziforcouncil.com/ 
Campaign Email: suozziforcouncil@gmail.com 
City/Town of Residence: Glen Cove 
Prior Civic Service: I have not held public office previously. Since high school, I have volunteered at 
a local church festival and also participate in different volunteer opportunities through my employer, 

including educating elementary school students about the basics of finances. 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 
violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 
call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  

A: I am in favor of a safe lock-box bill for Nassau County because locking firearms or storing them in 
locked containers is a reasonable precaution to protect the greater community. As it relates to Glen 
Cove, I would be in favor of having a count of legally owned guns in the City. However, before an 

ordinance was passed, I would be in favor of consulting our police department as well as other 
municipalities who have successfully implemented similar regulations to ensure we appropriately 
implement such a regulation. I would call for stiffer penalties because they act as a deterrent – I 

would want to make sure those penalties are re-invested in our community for gun and gang violence 
prevention. Regarding a ban and seizure of military grade and automatic weapons, this is a 
complicated issue involving the State and Federal government. While I like to think that a ban, such 
as the successes in Australia, would solve our problem here in America – unfortunately I think our 
situation in America is far more complex especially due to the population size and amount of guns 
already owned by individuals throughout the country. 
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Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 
will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 

and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: I’m aware that the city of Glen Cove and the developer have undergone environmental impact 
studies, which includes studying how traffic will be impacted in the city as a result of these 
developments. These studies have concluded that traffic would have minimal impact. However, as a 
city council member, I would lobby our Federal and State representatives for Department of 
Transportation grant money to higher urban planners to study areas of our city with the heaviest 
traffic burden and look for further solutions to reduce congestion, increase parking, and make traffic 

flow more efficiently. I would also like to see the additional bike lanes for individuals living in the new 
developments to give them an option to bike to a train station or bike around town to restaurants to 
further reduce congestion. For senior citizens who find it difficult to park at the local post office and 
library, I would explore options for more handicap parking to ensure senior citizens had the 
opportunity to find more spots. Lastly, for the senior center parking, I would do all that I could to 
lobby to keep the current parking lot for our seniors. 

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 

infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: As a city council member and graduate of Glen Cove High School in 2008, I saw firsthand the 
infrastructure challenges facing our school system. I would support strategic investments to increase 
safety and reduce classroom size as top priorities. The goal being to keep students and faculty safe 
and enhance the overall quality of education. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 

financial accountability?  
A: As a city council member, I would advocate for Glen Cove to look for best practices as it relates to 
providing financial information to citizens, in a simple and understandable format. One example is by 
adopting a reporting model encouraged by the Association of Government Accountants (AGA). The 
AGA has consistent guidelines to follow with the objective of helping citizens understand the services 
provided by their government and most importantly provides information on the cost of those 
services. The reporting model encourages governments to discuss future investments being made now 

and for the future. Overall, this is a best practice used across the country and could make Glen Cove a 
leader in transparency in Nassau County. 

Rocco Totino 

 
Party: DEM, WFP 
Biographical Info:  
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Campaign Phone: (516) 200-5544 
Campaign Web Site: http://www.glencovedemocrats.org/ 
Campaign Email: RoccoForGCCityCouncil@gmail.com 

City/Town of Residence: City of Glen Cove 
Prior Civic Service: Board of Zoning Appeals Member Glen Cove Junior Soccer Board Member 
Questions:  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to make our community more secure against gun 
violence? Are you in favor of the Nassau County Legislature passing the stalled safe lock-box bill? 
Would you call for Glen Cove to have an accurate count of legally owned guns in the City? Would you 
call for stiffer penalties when illegal guns are found in the City? Would you support a ban and seizure 
of military grade and automatic weapons?  

A: Gun violence is a very critical issue in our country today and one that I take very seriously. In 
order to make our community more secure against gun violence, I would meet with experts and also 
members of our local law enforcement to see what else we can do as a community to make sure none 
of us are ever victims of gun violence. I would also make certain that local law enforcement has the 
tools necessary to stop gun violence within the city limits of Glen Cove before it happens. Lastly, I 

would ensure that proper policies and procedures are in place throughout our municipal buildings, 

hospitals, public spaces, schools, etc. and I would offer informational sessions to all members of the 
community on gun violence. I'm in favor of the passing of the stalled safe lock-box bill. I firmly believe 
that there are acts of gun violence that can be easily avoided by eliminating the ways certain 
individuals can come into possession of firearms. By requiring firearms to be securely locked, we avoid 
putting them in the hands of minors and those not mentally equipped to possess a firearm. Illegal 
guns have no business of being found anywhere in this great country. If such legislation is within the 
scope of the City Council, I would certainly enforce stiffer penalties for illegal guns found in Glen Cove. 

Stiffer penalties would act as a deterrent in the future and make individuals think twice before 
breaking the law in our city. Military grade and automatic weapons serve no purpose in a civilian’s 
everyday life. It doesn't matter if you such firearm for self-defense or for sport, the sale and use of 
such weapons should be only in the hands of those who are here protect us civilians such as law 
enforcement and military. 
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help residents cope with the increasing traffic 
congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive with the new development? What consideration 

will you give to senior citizens who have found it increasingly difficult to go to their local post office 

and library, and may soon lose the senior center parking lot?  
A: The increasing traffic congestion and parking issues as more drivers arrive from these new 
developments is a highly important issue for me personally as I commute to work outside of Glen 
Cove by car almost every day. I believe that there are several things that can be done to help our 
resident's cope with this situation. First, I would encourage and incentivize large and small businesses 

to invest in the city which would create more jobs in Glen Cove and therefore require less residents to 
leave Glen Cove for work. This would alleviate some of the stress that these additional vehicles would 
be putting on our roadways, especially during peak hours. Second, I would start working with LIRR 
and MTA to give commuters from Glen Cove better options. Doing such would entice more commuters 
to start using mass transit to get to work and again reduce the amount of vehicles that are on the 
road. Lastly, I strongly feel that our parking garages are in dire need of renovations and moving 
forward any newly built and renovated structures should have parking that conforms with the city 

code. I believe that senior citizens make up a significant percentage of foot traffic at our city's post 
office and library. With that being said, I would implement a bus shuttle from the senior center and 
certain local parking lots that are easily accessible to our seniors to our library, post office and other 
various locations throughout the city with difficult parking situations so that they can run their daily 

errands. If elected, I would do everything I can within the scope of my authority to make certain the 
senior center parking lot is not lost and if somehow unsuccessful, I would immediately find a feasible 
alternative parking situation.  

Q: What will you do as a City Council member to help the school system improve school building 
infrastructure and to upgrade educational quality for public school students?  
A: Although the school district and the city are two different tax jurisdictions/entities, I do believe that 
they can and should be working together to create a community where people want to live and raise a 
family. As a graduate of the Glen Cove School and homeowner I hope to start a family soon and would 
love for my future children to enjoy obtaining an education at the Glen Cove Schools. I believe that 

the school district should work in conjunction with the city's Code Enforcement Department and Police 
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Department among other city agencies in order to create a safe learning environment for our children 
and while at the same time decreasing the burden on our school district's infrastructure and staff. In 
addition, I would l leave no stone unturned in my quest to find more sustainable sources of revenue 

for the City of Glen Cove. From those new revenue sources, I would hope to generate some of the 
necessary money for infrastructure repairs. Furthermore, I would be vocal about the issue at hand, 
and advocate on behalf of our schools on a county and state level.  
Q: What will you do as a City Council member to continue expanding government transparency and 
financial accountability?  
A: I believe that there should be complete transparency and accountability throughout all city affairs 
and not just regarding the city's finances. I believe that the city's agencies and employees who 

commit errors whether maliciously or accidentally need to be held accountable. There have been too 
many instances in the recent past where these errors have either gone unnoticed or there have been 
no repercussions. Transparency doesn't mean much when individuals are not held accountable for 
their actions, whether good or bad. I believe that there should be performance-based reviews, like at 
any typical major company, where those who work hard are rewarded for it. In addition, I believe that 
along with both transparency and accountability there should be oversight. It seems like our residents 

are the city's only watchdogs and the city as an entity needs to do a better job to ensure proper 

oversight throughout all activity within the city. 
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Nassau County Court Judge District 2 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Gary M. Carlton 
Party: DEM, REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

Campaign Phone: (516) 493-4285 
City/Town of Residence: Valley Stream Town of Hempstead 
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  

A: Trial Attorney Since 1980 District Court Judge Since April 1, 2019 

Joy M. Watson 
Party: DEM, REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  

City/Town of Residence: Hempstead, New York 
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
A: Hon. Joy M. Watson has been a judge of the Nassau County District Court since January 2013, 
presiding over the Domestic Violence Part for over 4 years. Prior to taking the bench, Judge Watson 
worked as Deputy Nassau County Comptroller, in charge of Audits and Special Projects. She also 
served as the Office’s Freedom of Information Law Officer and EEO Officer. Judge Watson served as 
Principal Law Clerk in the Nassau County Supreme Court for over four years. Her legal career started 

in the Nassau County District Attorney’s Office where she rose through the ranks to serve as Bureau 
Chief of the Sex Offense and Domestic Violence Bureau and Deputy Bureau Chief of the Major 
Offense/Homicide Bureau. Judge Watson received her J.D. from Pepperdine University School of Law 
and her B.A. degree from The University at Albany. Active in her community, Judge Watson is a 
member of the Nassau County Bar Association, serving on numerous committees, President of the 
Kiwanis Club of the Nassau County Courthouses, past President of the Nassau County Women’s Bar 

Association, past President of Irish Americans in Government and Past President of the American 

Academy for Professional Law Enforcement. She is a mentor at the Hempstead Middle School and is a 
former member of the Board of Directors for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Long Island. She is also on the 
faculty at Molloy College in Rockville Centre. Judge Watson is admitted in the New York State Courts, 
Eastern and Southern District Federal Courts for the State of New York and the United States Supreme 
Court.  
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Nassau County Court Judge District 3 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

David Goodsell 
Party: DEM, REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
A: presently District Court Judge-elected 2007, re-elected 2013 presently preside over a full-time 
criminal trial part, the Adolescent Diversion Part, the Veterans Treatment Court and the Opioid Part  

Karen L. Moroney 

 
Party: DEM, REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  

A: Assistant District Attorney (approximately 7 years); Principal Court Attorney to 4 New York State 
Supreme Court Justices (15 years); Civil Litigator (5 years). Moroney has been a practicing attorney 
for over 27 years and has been in the courtroom on a daily basis throughout her career. She is an 
experienced trial attorney and as a Principal Court Attorney for the State of New York has experience 
in all facets of conducting jury trials, handling complex criminal and civil cases. She has authored 
numerous judicial opinions on behalf of the Justices she has served and has argued cases before the 
Appellate Division. Moroney has been found "Well-Qualified" by the Nassau County Bar Association to 

serve as a District Court Judge in Nassau County. She is a Nassau County resident, having lived in 
Nassau for 32 years where she and her husband are currently raising their two teenage daughters. 
Moroney obtained her Juris Doctorate from St. John's University School of Law and her Bachelor of 
Arts in Economics from Boston College.  

Erica L. Prager 
Party: DEM, REP, CON, IND 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
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A: Judge Prager was appointed to the District Court of Nassau County in May of 2001, and then won 
election to serve a full term on that bench in November of that year. She went on to win re-election to 
the District Court in 2007 and 2013, after having been found “well qualified” each time by the Nassau 

County Bar Association. In 2009, Judge Prager was appointed by the Administrative Judge to serve as 
an Acting County Court Judge. In that capacity, she has presided over a broad range of criminal 
matters. In her 18 years on the bench, Judge Prager has presided over many trials, hearings, pleas, 
and sentences. Judge Prager is the recipient of the 2017 Norman Lent Award for Distinguished Jurist 
from the Criminal Courts Bar Association of Nassau County. She is a former co-chair of the Judicial 
Section of the Nassau County Bar Association, and the immediate past president of the District Court 
Judges Association of Nassau County. Judge Prager started her career as an Assistant District Attorney 

in Brooklyn in 1989 where she prosecuted both misdemeanor and felony cases, including domestic 
violence cases. She has also worked in private practice, handling all levels of criminal matters while 
appearing as a frequent commentator on Court TV. Judge Prager is a graduate of Cornell University 
and The Cardozo School of Law at Yeshiva University, where she served on the Moot Court Board. The 
judge has lectured at various community events and has appeared as a panelist for the New York 
State Bar Association. Her reputation is that of a smart, fair, decisive judge who is respectful of the 

citizens who access our courts every day. 
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Nassau County Court Judge District 4 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 
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Nassau County Court Judge 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Meryl J. Berkowitz 
Party: DEM, REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
A: - no response -  
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Nassau County District Court Judge District 4 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 

Rhonda Erin Fischer 

 
Party: DEM, REP, CON, IND, TRP 
Biographical Info:  
Questions:  

Q: Describe your qualifications for this office.  
A: - no response - 
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City of Long Beach City Judge 
Description:  

Candidates (choose 1): 
 

 


